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NEWS SUMMARY 


4° CODE OF CONSIDERATIONS ~ 
governing the erection of high buildings 
in London is put forward in a report 
on High Buildings in London prepared 
by the LCC Town Planning Com- 
mittee. p. 544 
IT MAY NOT BE LONG before manu- 
facturers of building components are 
looking to some of the developments 
in automation and electronics seen at 
the Mechanical Handling Exhibition, 
states Mr. E. U. Broadbent in a 
review of the exhibition. p. 546 
THE CURRENT PROGRAMME of 
capital expenditure on hospitals, under 


which major schemes to a value of 


£175 m. will be started this year and 
next, will not be affected by the 
cuts in capital expenditure, the Minister 
of Health told the Commons. — p. 549 


VEW SCHOOL PROJECTS included in 
the 1955-56 building programme but 
not started in that year number 320, 
Sir David Eccles states. p. 550 

‘A LIMITED EXPERIMENT” in 
tendering for building contracts on 
a fixed price hasis was announced 
hy the Minister of Works in— the 
House of Commons on Tuesday. p. 550 


Telephones: Temple Bar 6251-2-3-4 


A RETURN TO CONTRACTING ? 


N wishing to see a rapid return to true building contracting—which can be 
defined as the estimation of the cost of erecting a given building and the 
expression of the result in the form of a fixed price—we have not, over the last 
few years, been alone. There are many anxious to see the end of the 
fluctuations clause which, whatever merits it may have, has done much to 
bolster up materials prices and featherbed the less efficient builders at the 
expense of those with keener costing organisations. Many builders would, we 
know, agree with this statement, though some are of the opinion that the present 
is not the right time for change. 

The National Federation has made some move in the direction of abandoning 
the fluctuations clause as it relates to materials by advising its members to omit 
that part of the clause on contracts of Government origin up to £5,000 in value, 
provided that such contracts were likely to be completed within six months. 
The London Master Builders’ Association, largely as a result of the lead given 
by Mr. Laurence Holloway, extended the recommendation to cover all contracts 
up to that value, and the Eastern Federation went a step further still in recom- 
mending its members not to pass on to building owners increases in materials 
costs on any contract whatsoever for a period of three months. These are steps 
in the right direction, but short steps only. 

The Minister of Works’ announcement in the House of Commons on Tuesday 
afternoon introduces a new and important phase. The full text of his statement 
is given on page 550 and may be summarised by saying that the Ministry is to 
embark on an experiment in which a certain number of building projects of a 
value around the £100.000 mark are to be put out to fixed price tender. Details 
of the scheme are yet fully to be worked out, but it is expected that the projects 
will be in different parts of the country and it is certain that the fluctuations 
clause as it affects both labour and materials will be struck out of the contract 
forms. On the other hand. drawings and specifications for the works will be 
complete before tenders are invited. 

At first view it seems surprising that the employers’ federation has not been 
consulted on the plan, thus breaking the pattern of wartime and post-war 
practice. Notwithstanding a natural resentment at this action, the employers 
may be expected to take the statesmanlike and long view, which is that the 
Minister has at least spared them the difficult task of reconciling interests 
within the National Federation which are at present by no means unanimous 
in wishing to make further experiments in the direction of fixed price tendering. 
In accepting this fact. builders are left free to look facts squarely in the face. 
to estimate the undoubted difficulties in the way of a general return to fixed 
prices, but also to count the blessings which such a return can bring. Chief 
among these benefits is an ending of wearisome clerical work in arriving at the 
exact labour and material figures, without which no contract can be settled. 
It means, or should mean, earlier settlement and earlier final payments. It can 
be a powerful lever in the builder’s hand to secure that fewer contracts com- 
mence before the drawings are ready. 

There remains the difficulty of providing reliable estimates at a time when 
labour and the production of labour, as well as the prime cost of materials. are 
fluctuating factors. We do not seek to minimise this difficulty but think it fair 
to say that there is now available information—in the preparation and dissemin- 
ation of which The Builder has played a not inconspicuous part—on trends 
of costs which can be used by builders as a check on their own figures. 

We confidently expect that this experiment by the Minister will be fully and 
cheerfully supported by builders whose whole record during and since the war 
has been one of public service. Many will see in it certainly the opportunity of 
restoring confidence to the building public but also of giving a zest to estimating 
which has been missing from building contracting since 1939. We seem set for 
virtually a year’s stabilisation of wages; may we also expect that those firms of 
materials producers which initially held their prices for a six-month period 
will extend that period when June comes, and that their good example will be 
followed by others? Such action could greatly assist in smoothing the path 
which the contracting industry is treading. 
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THE PROFESSIONAL CENTRE OF THE EAST: Seen above is this new building 
in Caracas, Venezuela, designed by Gutierrez, Neuberger and Bornhorst (see Note). 


Notes of the Week; 


Integral 


TPHE magazine of the Venezuelan Soci- 
ety of Architects, “Integral,” is a 
most stimulating and beautifully produced 
publication which may surprise those who 
think that Brazil has a monopoly of 
South American tropical architecture. To 
judge by the examples illustrated, the 
Venezuelans have a flair for concrete, 
though steel-framing is also used with 
effect. The magnificent skies which are 
a feature of the country form the right 
sort of setting for tall blocks which find, 
in the need to secure all the available 
breeze, a reason for their being. Shown 
here is a view, from the east, of the Pro- 
fessional Centre, a 14-storeyed block of 
offices for professional men of varying 
kinds, at Caracas. Architects: Gutierrez, 
Neuberger and Bornhorst. _Excellently 
printed on art paper, and with much 
colour illustration, “ Integral” is a credit 
to the Society. It is published, in 
Spanish, from the Professional Centre. 


An Inter-American Housing Centre 


AT BoGota, CoLomsiA, in 1951, an 
“Inter-American Housing Centre” was 
established as part of the “ Program of 
Technical Co-operation of the Organi- 
sation of American States.” Full details 
of its activities, which include courses 
in administrative organisatign and train- 
ing and research in all aspects of housing, 
are given in an illustrated prospectus 
issued by the Division of Housing and 
Planning, Pan-American Union, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 


New Town from Old 


Wuart sounds to be an interesting exhi- 
bition—** Hemel Hempstead: New Town 
from Old”—is to open at the RIBA 
on Tuesday next, May 22. Organi- 
sed jointly by the RIBA and the Hemel 
Hempstead Development Corporation, it 
will demonstrate how a representative 
New Town has succeeded in developing 
the many components of the modern 


town, and is also managing to redevelop 
the central area of an old town at the 
same time. The majority of the build- 
ings shown by photographs, models and 
plans have been designed by the archi- 
tects of the Hemel Hempstead Develop- 
ment Corporation, but a_ substantial 
proportion have been designed by con- 
sultant architects working in collabora- 
tion with the Corporation. Thus the 
exhibition is also a demonstration of 
successful partnership between the archi- 
tect employed by the public authority and 
the architect in private practice. 


Buying a House 


_ “ Buyinc A House—Do’s and Don'ts ” 
is the title of a booklet of 16 pp. just 
issued by the National Citizens’ Advice 


May 18 195¢ 


COMING EVENTS 
TUESDAY, MAY 22 
RIBA.—Opening by Mr. C. H. Aslin, p 
of exhibition on architectural develonamt 
Hemel Hempstead New Town. 66, Portlang 
place, London, W1, 12 noon. Continuing ma 


May 30 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 23 
PRODUCTION EXHIBITION AND CONFERENcE 
Olympia, London. (Open until May 31.) |~ 
THURSDAY, MAY 24 
INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAI 
Annual general meeting. 
street, SWI. 6 p.m. 


ENGINEERS — 
11, Upper Belgrayy. 





$e 


Bureaux Committee from 26, Bedford. 
square, London, WC1, price one shilling 
In the form mainly of question an 
answer it gives a good deal of usefi 
information and advice on such matters 
aS mortgages, legal procedure an 
charges, surveys, the services of estate 
agents and so forth, and reminds the 
unwary of many points that are apt to 
be overlooked. There is no mention o 
architects or of aesthetics, which is , 
pity. A few paragraphs on the advantages 
of the architect-designed house and , 
few facts about professional services 
would have added to the interest and 
value of the booklet. 


Rural Craftsmen’s Furniture 


AN EXHIBITION has been arranged by 
the Circulation Department of | the 
Victoria and Albert Museum in con. 
junction with the Rural Industries 
Bureau. It is on show in the Victoria 
and Albert Museum during May prior 
to the first of a series of provincial 
showings which will be in Oldham. The 
exhibits include furniture, woodwork 
of all kinds, pottery, basketwork and rugs. 
It is hoped that the exhibition will help 
to remind the town dweller how many 
aspects of home life can still be wel 
served by country craftsmen. 





NEW ARTS BUILDING, EXETER UNIVERSITY.—A model of the new building 
for the Faculty of Arts, Exeter University, the foundation stone of which was laid b) 
HM the Queen during her recent visit to Exeter (see Note on facing page). 
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118 195, | sala 
’ | University 0] Exeter major construction of the new university 20 to 120 seats. Between 500 and 600 
S . May 8, HM the Queen and the first stage in the further develop- students are expected to use the build- 
AT ng - harter to the Chancellor ment of the Streatham estate, within the ing. There will be common rooms for 
lin, PRIBA err Siniversity of Exeter, Mary, ¢Xisting ring of buildings designed by staff and_ students, each with superb 
lopment dol sii of Devonshire, at a ceremony Mr. Vincent Harris, It will house among views to the west and south respectively. 
ining | aye the elevation of the former other departments, classics, economics, An approach road has been constructed. 
‘ University College of the South West to English, gi French, German and The site is in the beautifully planted 
e full university status. The ceremony took mathematics. separate wing will grounds of a Victorian mansion now 
_— place in a specially built pavilion on the accommodate the geography and geology called Reed Hall and used as a hall of 
age university's estate on the outskirts of departments. The main block, four residence for students. Great care has 
Exeter. At the same ceremony the storeys high, will contain about 60 pri- been taken in the design of the new 
NGINEERS~ | Queen unveiled the foundation stone of vate rooms for professors and other building to preserve and make the most 
T Belgrayy. , new building for the Faculty of Arts. teaching staff. A lower block at right- of the fine trees. The architects are Sir 
The Arts Building, which is expected angles will have a number of lecture William Holford and Partners, 2 Angel 
oa to cost about £300,000, will be the first rooms of varying sizes, ranging from Court, Throgmorton-street, EC2. 
edlord. ——$—$$—_—— Sac : - - $$ —__—_—_—_—_—— -- 
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PLYMOUTH (NORTH 
ROAD) STATION 
Plans for Reconstruction 


SHOWN HERE are the designs for the com- 
plete reconstruction of Plymouth (North Road) 
Station. Plans for this project, which have 
been approved in principle by the British 
Transport Commission, are estimated to cost 
£14m., and are part of the proposals for the 
Western Region modernisation scheme an- 
nounced last year. Planned is the complete 
replacement of the existing station buildings by 
a block of contemporary design which is in 
keeping with the character of the rebuilt 
Plymouth. Dominated by an_ eight-storey 
block, the new station will afford all usual 
facilities for passengers on the ground floor, 
with accommodation for local district offices 
and their staffs on the higher floors. Western 
Region officers responsible for the recon- 
struction are : Mr. M. G. R. Smith, Chief 
Civil Engineer; Mr. A. W. Woodbridge, 
Signal Engineer; and Mr. H. E. B. Cavanagh, 
ARIBA, Architect. Details of other British 





building Railways forthcoming developments were given 
s laid by in our issue of April 27 (p. 417). 
é). 
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Skyline view of Norwich. 


IN AND AROUND NORWICH 
Scene of the British Architects’ Conference 


HE Norfolk and Norwich Society of Architects are hosts of 
this year’s British Architects’ Conference which opens at 
Norwich on Wednesday, May 30. On this and facing page are 
pictures of some scenes and buildings in and around Norwich 
which will be visited on Conference tours. Given East Anglia’s 
traditional weather, the Conference should be an unqualified 
success. Next week’s issue will contain a special illustrated article 
on Norwich and Norfolk by J. Fletcher Watson, FRIBA, and a 
representative selection of current architecture in East Anglia. 
The Conference programme was printed in our issue of April 27, 
and further details are obtainable from the Secretary, RIBA, 
The Assembly Hall, headquarters of the 66, Portland-place, London, W.1. 
Conference. 








Old Music Hall, Norwich. Elm Hill, Norwich. The Close, Norwich. 
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The Custom House, King’s Lynn. Pulls Ferry, Norwich. 





3A, Norwich City Centre. 


Tombland Alley, Norwich. 





Potter Heigham Bridge. 





IN AND AROUND NORWICH 
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WELFARE CENTRE AT DAWLEY 
for Salop County Council 





Above : View from the north, showing main entrance 
and pram shelter. Below : Dental wing elevation. 


Salop County Architect 
C. H. SIMMONS, ARIBA 


Chief Assistant Architect 


ROGER BOOTH, ARIBA 


Assistant Architect 


COLIN HOLT, ARIBA 


Builders 


JENKS BUILDERS, LTD. | 
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THs is a small clinic provided under 
the National Health Service, and 
built and operated by the County 
° Council under the County Medical 
l Officer of Health, for use mainly by 
mothers and children. The services 
provided are ante-natal; dental (for 
mothers and children); minor ortho- 
paedic cases; health education for 
parents and children, and welfare 
foods. The site was originally a 

flattened heap of mining shale. 

The waiting room and weighing room 

form the nucleus of the plan and the Waiting room. 
medical service rooms use these two 
rooms for circulation. The dental wing s 
is separate and is operated largely by ' 7. ee 
an independent dental staff. There is ; . 
also a separate exit from the recovery 
room. 

The end walls and central spine-walls 
are in load-bearing brickwork. Window 
walls and roofs are in timber beams and 
stanchions on 6 ft. 8 in. module. All 
structural timber is exposed and of 
stress-graded Columbian Pine. Roof 
coverings are 2 in. Stramit and mineral 

4 | felt, while the walls are hard plaster. 

The floors are thermo-plastic tile on ) 

reinforced concrete raft. Timber clad- weet ht oe ; es 

ding is of Western Red Cedar. The 

building cost approximately £8,000. ; : 
Sub-contractors and suppliers were: 4 
Electric heating, hot water and lighting installa- 

tion, E. W. Jones (Electrical), Ltd., Wellington; ry « “ 

thermoplastic tile flooring, Flooring and Wall : SS 

Contractors, Ltd., Liverpool; metal windows, 

Williams and Williams, Ltd.; felt roofing, William 

Briggs and Sons, Ltd., Liverpool; metal heater 

grilles, G. A. Harvey and Co. (London), Ltd.; 

sanitary fittings, A. D. Foulkes, Ltd.; iron- 

mongery, James Gibbons, Ltd.; window blinds, 


Accordo Blinds, Ltd.; fencing, Bayliss, Jones and 
Bayliss, Ltd.; rooflighis, T. W. Ide, Ltd. 
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Floor plan: Left, 
View through _ the 
pram Shelter to the 
entrance door and 
lobby bevond. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Laneashire Schools 


To the Editor of The Builder 


mIR.—Your leader, “An Impossible 
Task,” of May 11 has embarrassed 
me because I have to reply to it. 

Our achievements in Lancashire are 
not, as you believe, based on a large 
programme of repetitive schools with 
bulk ordering of components. Repetitive 
standardised drawings have been used 
on 3-FE Secondary Schools, and recently 
on 2-FE Secondary Schools because of a 
shortage of professional staff; this in no 
way reduces building costs. Bulk order- 
ing of components has only been applied 
to metal windows and the saving is very 
small compared with the total cost of the 
schools. 

Costs have been low for reasons you 
did not mention. These reasons can be 
found in the Journal of the RIBA of 
May, 1955. In short, low costs have 
been obtained by a simplified form of 
traditional construction with a propor- 
tion of prefabricated components which 
are fixed by the general contractor, and 
he has the job to himself until the roof 
is on. Standards of finish are normal if 
one accepts wall tiling and murals and 
the like as abnormal. 

A three-year building programme 
would contribute quite considerably to 
the reduction of costs—in this we are in 
agreement. The high tenders in the last 
two months of 1955/56 were the result of 
a very large number of late starts. I 
believe that the value of schools to be 
started after January 31, 1956, was in 
the region of £38 million. After this date 
tenders for Lancashire schools were 5 
per cent. to 15 per cent. higher than 
normal. 


G. Noet Hitt [FRIBA, MTPI], 
Lancashire County Architect. 


County Hall, Preston. 


RICS Elections 
To the Editor of The Builder 
4 1R.—May I again take up space on 
this matter? I think the three letters 
on the subject in your issue of May 11 
are well worth reading by all interested 
parties. The second, a pleasant satire 
and very much to the point, shows what 
the adoption of the proposal sponsored 
by Mr. Willis could easily lead to, whilst 
the first shows genuine thoughts and 
doubts about the matter and the third 
insufficient thought. 

I am not in any way connected with 
the Quantity Surveyors’ Committee but, 
as I have pointed out in private cor- 
respondence with Mr. Willis, its members 
have “an onerous and somewhat thank- 
less job to do” and “I see no point in 
electing a Committee to do our institu- 
tional work for us, if they are to be 
required to go into detail about every 
decision which they make.” 

The people who feel aggrieved on this 
point should remember that candidates 
for election have to be proposed and 
seconded by a number of people, and it 
is not easy to get even that amount of 
support unless one is reasonably well- 
known in one’s own area. Mr. Nisbet 


THE BUILDER 





se 


Sir, my card.” 





should also bear in mind what I have 
pointed out to Mr. Willis, that if he does 
not like what the Committee does he can 
raise complaint at any general meeting of 
Quantity Surveyors, also that he is 
empowered under our by-laws, if he can 
get sufficient support, to call a special 
meeting at which his grievances can be 
ventilated. Before going that far, how- 
ever, perhaps the supporters of the 
motion which was not adopted would 
tell us who, or what body, they would 
appoint to draw up the _ biographical 
details, etc., for inclusion on the ballot 
list. I can foresee a very fertile field 
for jealousy and further letters to the 
technical Press here. 

Undoubtedly differences of opinion 
exist but members of our Institution 
should know and exercise their un- 
doubted rights before crying out publicly 
for support which, generally, is not forth- 
coming. 

L. H. Lockey, (ARICS). 

179, Lower Addiscombe-road, 

E. Croydon. 


The Puzzling Mylne Family 
To the Editor of The Builder 


Sj IR.—The architects Milnes are much 

in the news of late, and the uniniti- 
ated may well be confused at the number 
of them, especially Robert Mylnes, that 
crop up in different contexts. In Edin- 
burgh, for instance, one finds most of 
the Palace of Holyrood house (1671-79) ; 
Milne (formerly Mylne) Square (1687- 
89), destroyed to make Cockburn Street ; 
and Milne’s (less correctly Mylne’s) 
Court, off the Lawnmarket (1690)—these 
all by one Robert Mylne, the elder 
(A. & B.N., 1949 Feb. 4, p. 103). But 
one also finds St. Cecilia’s Hall in Niddrie 
Street (1762-63 or 1763-65) (Lindsay, 
Georgian Edinburgh, pp. 21, 35): this 
attests a younger Robert. In London one 
finds record of old Blackfriars Bridge 
(designed c. 1760, built c. 1760-1769) 
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(Summerson, Georgian London, Pp. 105. 
6). Then in Hertfordshire one comes 
across Wormleybury Manor House 
(1767-69 and 1781-82) (Pevsner, Byilj 
ings in England : Herts, p. 280) ; and, i. 
Surrey, Addington Park (1773-79 4, 
earlier), afterwards an archbishops 
palace—all these, and other works (¢ 
Colvin’s Dict.), are also by the younge; 
Mylne (on whom, generally, see Summe. 
son, p. 135, and Colvin). Recently Pro 
Richardson has edited his diaries (176). 
1810). Mr. Christopher Gotch has showy 
that he did many bridges in north-eay 
England. Now, these two Roberts are 4 
long way apart; the Dictionary of Nal 
Biography leads us to the conclusion tha 
one was the great-grandson of the othe; 
and to the following * tree”: 
Robert, the elder (1633-1710) 
(Edin.: Holyrood and Milne Sq. and Ct) 
I 
William (1662-1728) 


Thomas (d. 1763) of Powderhall 
(Edin. city surveyor) 


Robert, the younger (1734-1811) 
(Edin. : St. Cecilia’s ; Lond.: Blackfriars Bge 
Wormleybury, Addington, etc.) 

This equals the recognised _ three 
generations to a century. A brother oj 
the last, another William (d. 1790), ma 
(alternatively with Robert Adam) have 
designed the North Bridge, Edinburgh 
(1763-64 or 1765-72) (Lindsay, op. cit. 
D.N.B.). 

Going backward, the older Robert was 
in turn nephew of a John (1611-67) 
designer of the Tron Church (1637-47) 
(A, & B.N. 1949 Jan. 28, p. 83). Thieme- 
Becker’s Lexikon, indeed, gives a ™ tree” 
of 9 generations from before 1605 to 
1890—and they were “a_ family of 
bridge-builders, active in Scotland since 
the Middle Ages” (Summerson, p. 106). 
Truly an illustrious line ! 

H. V. MOLESWORTH ROBERTS. 


Building Industry Agreements 

To the Editor of The Builder 
&IR.—Your newspaper has, I believe, 
done a great service to the industry 
in examining the implications in the case 
of L. A. Williams v. F. W. Earl and Sons. 
From the County Court Judge's decision 
in favour of the employers who had not 
complied with the Working Rule on 
dismissal procedure, one may conclude. 
as your correspondent remarked, that no 
part of the Working Rule Agreement is 
enforceable in law upon an_ employer 
who is not a member of one of the 
organisations responsible for negotiating 
on these Agreements, “ unless,” to quote 
from the article, ‘“ each operative at the 
moment of engagement stipulates adher- 
ence.” 

Surely the 
correspondent 
powers of enforcement. 
to treat the symptoms and neglect the 
cause. The solution, it seems to me, Is 10 
encourage the development of employers 
organisations and then to extend the 
structure of the joint negotiating 
machinery for the industry. Only in this 
way can we minimise the kind of trouble 
now occurring. 
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In any organisation, whether it be of 
employers or operatives, its leaders must 
keep in mind not only the interest of its 
members but the interest of the industry 
ys a whole. The latter requirement 
surely implies that the joint negotiating 
machinery—Which is established volun- 
tarily by both sides of the industry 
chould be as broadly based as is practic- 
able. This is necessary to strengthen the 
position of the negotiators and to achieve 
the widest possible acceptance of the 
agreements reached. 

This, it seems to me, is the important 
implication of your own article, and it 
is one which could usefully be studied 
py responsible leaders of the industry. 

L. B. VENNING, Director, 
Master Builders’ Federation. 
%, Great Ormond-street, WC1. 


By-laws Contravention : A 
Protest 
To the Editor of The Builder 


‘IRI was amazed to read in an 

article in last week’s issue of your 
newspaper of the threat by the West 
Bromwich Town Planning Committee to 
take legal action against any local 
builders who are found contravening the 
local building by-laws. 

Surely a local authority has plenty of 
powers to deal with offending builders by 
condemning any work not complying 
with the by-laws? Every local authority 
and its town planning committee are 
aware of each new building being erected 
in their areas, as plans have to be sub- 
mitted and approved and permits to 
develop granted. 

If the facts are as revorted, I can only 
say it is an admittance of weakness and 
inefficiency on the part of the local 
authority concerned in not carrying out 
the usual inspections as and when called 
for. If it is impossible for the existing 
staff to cove with all the inspections 
called for, the obvious answer is to 
increase the staff. 

With all the thousands of vounds of 
both public and private monies being 
invested in new buildings, it is very 
disconcerting for the public, who support 
local government, to know that their 
Interests are not being adequately safe- 
guarded by those entrusted with the 
responsibility. 

A. W. OLIveR [MICW]. 

Trinity College, Carmarthen. 


. 


Search for Efficiency 
QIR.—Mr. Hill’s search for efficiency 
(The Builder May 4) is very com- 
mendable, but I do feel that his enthusi- 
asm as an admitted newcomer to the 
industry outweighs his ability to pinpoint 
the so-called site wastage. 

The building industry is very complex, 
and everyone (including trained consul- 
'ants) would agree that it is impossible 
0 deal with the industry as a whole. 
Mr. Hill states that his letter was mainly 
in the nature of a generalisation of the 
problem, although previously he had 
ltemised one or two specific instances of 
waste. These instances considered in 
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To the glory of GOD 
this Foundation Stone was laid by 
Queen Elizabeth the Second 
onthe 23°! day of March 1956 


Ot ingerounciation ce pee lay 
than that whichislaic 
which Is JESUS CHRIS [ 





COVENTRY CATHEDRAL FOUNDATION STONE : This stone, laid by the Queen 


on March 23, is 
4 ft. by 2 ft. by 


20 ins. 


in the same pinky-grey Hollinton stone as the Cathedral, and measures 
The inscription was designed and carried out by Ralph Beyer. 
The architect is Basil Spence, OBE, ARA. 





perspective could of necessity have 
occurred through force of circumstance. 
| wonder if Mr. Hill has worked on a 
contract (not in the site office) in mid- 
winter, unloading bricks or cleaning 
concrete from a mixer when the whistle 
is blown for “ knocking off” time. Don’t 
think that I am exonerating inefficiency; 
I'm only pointing out that his examples 
were isolated and explainable. 

We, who have been in the industry all 
our lives and are justly proud of our work, 
know there is wastage—probably the factor 
is much higher since the war—but the 
reason for this wastage is not so much site 
inefficiency as high wages and full employ- 
ment. Has Mr. Hill considered whether 
a contractor, with competition as keen as 
it is today, can afford indiscriminate waste? 
Of course he cannot. The contractor has 
to operate his contract in the best manner 
possible with the labour force at his dis- 
posal, and it is often less costly in the long 
run to have wastage than to spend larger 
sums of money on preventing it. 

Everyone knows that before the war, 
operatives had their tea on the scaffold, now, 
it is a 10-minute break morning and after- 
noon. Waste of time it may be, but does 
Mr. Hill think he will be able to overcome 
this by a few well chosen words? He should 
attend a welfare conference occasionally. 
His remarks on the stacking of materials 
show a remarkable lack of knowledge of 
the industry, even for a newcomer. Has 
he never heard of “short supply *? Materials 
are ordered often before contract drawings 
are available, and they are delivered and 
placed on a site in positions agreed by men 
of experience, but no man of experience can 
visualise the hundreds of variation or devi- 
ation orders which can make the best of 
planning a waste of time. No, although 
the contractor would be the first to agree 
that there is a wastage in the industry, the 
percentage due to avoidable site wastage 
is very small. 

If vour correspondent really 
crusade for the abolition of 


wants 
waste, 


to 
real 


waste, he should commence his activities 
where the contract is in its embryo stage 
and from where the (if any) avoidable waste 
emanates—i.e., the architects’ and quantity 
surveyors’ offices. 

To conclude in the same manner as Mr. 
Hill by reference to that fair and beautiful 
land across the seas, I wonder if he has 
studied that country’s labour statistics as 
applied to its own building industry? I 
think he would have a rude awakening as 
I’m sure he will have when he’s had a bit 
more experience and heartache in trying to 
* enlighten ” the organisers of the most com- 
plex industry in the world today 

ES. 


Whitton, Middlesex. 


Economies in Building 
Components 
To the Editor of The Builder 


<I1R.—When can we expect the appro- 
priate ministries to introduce sound 
and lasting economies to the building in- 
dustry ? The practice of introducing 
bricks and precast units for walling and 
roofing work complete with vertical and 
horizontal chases seems somewhat over- 
due. The amount of money wasted upon 
cutting to brickwork and precast con- 
crete structures for the purpose of receiv- 
ing electrical and other conduiting must 
be enormous and must run annually to 
seven figures. Not only the saving of 
public money but the vast number of 
building operatives who could be released 
for more important work, were things 
better ordered, must be considered. 

As far as precast units are concerned, 
could not provision for holes in the centre 
or near the walls, as occasion demands, 
to suit each particular need, be arranged 
with the manufacturers ? 

CLIFFORD STEER. 

288, King-street, 

Brynmawr, Breconshire. 
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ARCHITECTURE AT THE RA SUMMER EXHIBITION, 1956 











Drawn by D. F. Martin-Smith 


CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, DONCASTER. PROPOSED CHURCH of Our Lady of Fatima, 
Henry Braddock, and D. F. Martin-Smith, architects. Harlow New Town. By Gerard T. Goalen, ARIBA. 





CATHOLIC CHURCH, Greenford. David Stokes and Partners, architects. 
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Drawn by D. R. Wilson 


Above: PROPOSED OFFICES 

for London Electricity Board at 

Bethnal Green. L. K. Watson 
and H. J. Coates, architects. 


Right: 129, KINGSWAY, 
LONDON, WC2: formerly the 
Holborn Restaurant site. Fitzroy 
Robinson and Hubert H. Bull, 
architects; Sir Howard Robertson, 
ARA, consulting architect. 





SHOPS, OFFICES AND 
CINEMA : Wingate House, 
Shaftesbury Avenue. Gordon Tait, 
FRIBA (Sir John Burnet, Tait and 
Partners), architect. 
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Drawn by E. J. Thring 
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Main entrance and facade. Below: Entrance to the east wing, with block plan of the general college (the hatched portion 
showing the present completed stage). 


READING TECHNICAL COLLEGE, BERKS 
LANCHESTER & LODGE, FF.RIBA, ARCHITECTS 


J. R. HOVENDEN, FRICS, Quantity Surveyor 


Consulting Engineers : 


Electrical and Mechanical Structural 
OSCAR FABER & PARTNERS R. TRAVERS MORGAN & PARTNERS 
Main Contractors : 
Superstructure Foundations 
GRIGGS & SON, LTD. COLLIER & CATLEY, LTD. 


Clerk of Works: D. B. MONEY 
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INICC¢ f . 
KINGS ROAD 


Sle present buildings are about The main block facing Kings-road 
one-third of the whole project is of four storeys, with load-bearing 
for a new technical college, and external walls, and steel framework 
will eventually house only the engin- generally internally. The walls are 
eering and science departments. faced with Portland stone to first 
Because of the temporary use of floor level with facing bricks above. 
this section for the whole of the All cills, copings and window fea- 
college activities, many adjustments tures are also in Portland stone. The 
have had to be made internally, sculpture surmounting the main 
in some cases leading to a disposi- entrance was executed by Mr. 
tion and size of rooms which is not William Bloye, FRBS. Floors and 
ideal for the present use. roof are of reinforced concrete, the 
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Top Left : Automobile engineering workshop. Left: 
Physical Chemistry Laboratory. Above : Workshops 
and boiler house plan. Below: Floor plans to the 
main block, 
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roof being surfaced with asphalt. 
Walls and ceilings generally are 
plastered and distempered with hard 
plaster enamelled dadoes. 


The laboratories flooring is of 


hardwood block. |Thermo-plastic 
tile has been used for the other 
teaching rooms and cork tile for the 
staff rooms and libraries. The corri- 
dors and main staircase are in 
*Ruboleum ” with aluminium and 
carborundum nosings to _ stairs. 
Quarry tile skirtings have been used 
throughout. Invisible ceiling panel 
heating is provided, allowing un- 
interrupted’ wall space. Tungsten 
lighting is used except for the draw- 
ing offices and certain rooms in the 
art department, which are fluorescent. 


The block to the north (adjoining 
Orts-road) is mainly at one level and 
houses the workshops and _ boiler 
house. This building has a rein- 
forced concrete frame and a shell 
barrel north-light roof covered with 
mineral surfaced felt. The walls 
are in fair-faced brickwork. Floors 
are finished in granolithic, except 
in the carpentry and woodcutting 
machine shops, which are of wood 
block. 


Principal sub-contractors and sup- 
pliers were:— 

Engineering services, Richard Crittall 
and Co., Ltd.; electrical installation, 
Troughton and Young, Ltd.; iifis, J. and 
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Typical laboratory. 
Below : Lecture theatre. 


E. Hall, Ltd. ; r.c. floors, Kleine Co., 
Ltd.; r.c. work to workshop block, Mit- 
chell Construction Co., Ltd.: steelwork, 
Dorman Long and Co., Ltd.; metal 
windows, Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd.: 
North light glazing, W. H. Heywood and 
Co., Ltd.; felt roofing, F. McNei!l and Co., 
Ltd.; r.c. rooflights, J. A. King and Co., 
Ltd.; stair handrails, Haywards, Ltd.; 
facing bricks, Pratt (Watford), Ltd.; 
flush doors, Samuel Elliott and Sons, Ltd.; 
cast lead r.w. heads, Stoner & Saunders, 
Ltd.; wood block main building, Acme 
Flooring and Paving Co., Ltd.—workshop 








block, Viger Bros., Ltd.; Ruboleum 
Flooring, Inlaid Ruboleum Tile Co., Ltd.; 
Accotile flooring, Rowen and Boden, Ltd.; 
Terrazzo, W. B. Simpson and Sons, Ltd.: 
cement glaze, Robbs Cement Enamel 
Finishes, Ltd.; metal partitioning, F. 
Braby and Co., Ltd.; ironmongery, James 
Gibbons, Ltd.; folding doors, Esavian, 
Ltd.; kitchen equipment, Benham and 
Sons, Ltd.; fire equipment, Merryweather 
and Sons, Ltd.; sanitary fittings, B. Finch 
and Co., Ltd.; laboratory taps, John 
Bolding and Sons, Ltd.; gallery, Geo. H. 
Gascoigne and Co., Ltd. 
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n View from the north, showing the lecture room elevation. 
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H. FIRE STATION, OAKENGATES, FOR SALOP CC 
Salop County Architect Chief Assistant Architect 

Cc. H. SIMMONS, ARIBA ROGER BOOTH, ARIBA 

4 Assistant Architect Builders 

4 T. FULLMAN, ARIBA E. WARREN BAXTER & CO., LTD. 


; 
: 





HIS is the second station built since the war, but is the first 


fe of a number designed to a standard plan. Oakengates, 
4 which it serves, is a small town in the East Shropshire coalfield, 
. an almost derelict area of disused pits and slag-heaps, and long 
6 since deprived of architectural hope. The site is wedged between 
£ a scrap yard and a pit mound, part of which had to be carved 

W out. 


The building cost £12,677, including all site works, and is 
built in buff load-bearing brickwork, carrying 2 in. Stramit and 
felt roofs on timber carcassing. Finishes are normal, being 
plaster walls and tile or lino floors, except for the operational 

Pr... : parts, the corridor, muster bay and appliance room. Here the 


ee me 





Site Plan : Right: Detail 
view of north gable lighting. 
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walls are tiled up to shoulder height and the flooring is 
non-slip concrete tiling. 

The appliance room is designed to facilitate speed of 
operation, with foolproof fittings and equipment. 
The sliding folding doors are made of mahogany with 
quick hand-release and top suspension, thus avoiding 
a floor track. Set in the floor are two lengths of steel 
heating panels fed by a simple flow and return pipe from 
an electric immersion boiler 4 ft. below floor level. The 
thermostat control is set at a temperature sufficient 
to keep the fire engines in peak running condition at any 
moment. 

The roof of the appliance room has two full length 
slit-lights of ribbed Perspex which give excellent 
lighting, and the Stramit covering is carried on stress 
graded timbers spanning between welded tube trusses. 











View through the appliance room from the back 
entrance. The mahogany folding doors have a 
quick hand-release and top suspension to avoid 
the need for a floor track. — Left: Floor plan. 


Gable cladding is in light alloy and the whole roof 
soffit is treated with fire retarding paint. Colours are 
bright blues on metalwork, reds and greys, with various 
tiled surfaces in blue, black and buff. 


Sub-contractors and suppliers were: 

Felt roofing, William Briggs and Sons, Ltd.; appliance room 
doors, E. Hill Aldam and Co., Ltd.; heating installation, J. H. 
Heath and Co.; roof trusses, Security Scaffolds, Ltd., Bir- 
mingham; electrical installation, Kendall’s, Ltd., Dawley, 
Salop; linoleum flooring, A. E. Evans and Son, Shrewsbury; 
site works, Midland Gardens, Ltd., Wolverhampton; tar 
paving, C. J. Pearce, Ltd., Wellington, Salop; facing bricks, 
Proctor and Lavender, Ltd.; sanitary fittings, Adamsez, Ltd.; 
ironmongery, Dryad Metal Works, Ltd.; wall tiling, Carter and 
Co. (London), Ltd.; floor tiling, Langley (London), Ltd.; 
art stone, Johnston Bros.; paints and distempers, British Paints, 
Ltd.; fire retardant paint, Albi-R Willesden, Ltd.; venetian 
blind, Danaura, Ltd.; dome roof lights, T. and W. Ide, Ltd.; 
corrugated perspex roof lights, Imperial Chemical Industries. 


South view of — the 
station, taken from 
the bus park. The 
load - bearing — brick - 
work is buff-coloured. 


FIRE STATION, 
OAKENGATES 
FOR SALOP CC 
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* Architecture 


THE BUILDER 


in’ Australia ”’ 


A RECENT EXHIBITION AT THE RIBA 


Reviewed by BASIL MARRIOTT 


HIS long-awaited exhibition contrived 
to be both interesting and unex- 
pectedly exciting. But since that state- 
ment needs qualification, this is perhaps 
best done immediately. Not all the archi- 
tecture was good, there were some patches 
of “corn” in the thematic treatment, and 
the very slightest feeling of dissatisfaction 
was left considering the opportunities 
offered. This, however, was not altogether 
the fault of Australian architects. 

The display itself followed a now familiar 
formula of establishing the background 
and context. The expected elements were 
there, such as a large introductory photo- 


the vernacular in bush-hotel and harbour- 
light) unusual only in being excellent 


photographs and, like the best sort of 


documentary ‘* Western,” suggested a 
capacity to see familiar things with a 
stranger’s eye. They succeeded to an un- 
usual degree, however, in conveying a 
hauntingly evocative quality | can only 
describe as “ like-unlikeness,” which | 
for one find the only irresistible magnet 
towards places and (sometimes) people. 
Where dissatisfaction sets in is that, in 
taking it from there, Australia does not 
somehow know yet quite what to do with 
those promising elements, and the con- 
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It is dangerous for a stranger to specu- 
late, but contacts with expatriate Aus- 
tralians (AA students of the post-Kaiser- 
war vintage, soldiers of the last, a 
writer or two and, notably, one of her 
most popular painters) do suggest a type— 
and an attitude almost defensively main- 
tained; this is not just the so-called 
*‘ inferiority complex,” nor is it merely 
the proverbial Commonwealth male’s ten- 
dency to carry a chip on his shoulder, 
and his virility, as it were, on his sleeve in 
an almost obsessional regard for guts 
and contempt for sophistication, but 
something deeper, which perhaps betrays 
a profound sense of insecurity. 

One is consciously sticking out one’s 
neck in this, since no people can swap 
verbal punches like Australians, but | 
can well imagine that their comeback to 
such a suggestion would prove my point. 

But even if they are in fact not always 


oraph of * miles and miles of damn-all”* tinuity suggested by the early sections as confident and independent as they like 
(Land of Space): harvest, cattle, sheep became lost—with a few notable excep- to seem, this is both disarming and is 
and wheat (Land at Work), and so on with tions—both in the exhibition and in the reflected in their architecture—nobody 
maps and relevant documentation—not- environment it illustrated. This didn’t despises a rather frightened man _ for 


ably a brilliant “mosaic” of Australiana 
(camels, tucker-box, aboriginal artefacts, 





happen, for instance, with the Mexican 
exhibition, but the comparison is unfair. 


whistling reassuringly, to himself and us 
in the dark. At least the Australian has 








AUSTRALIAN ARCHITECTURE AT THE RIBA. 


Three examples of architecture in Australia shown 
at the RIBA exhibition: Top left : Classrooms, 
Melbourne Grammar School, Victoria (1954) ; 
Mockridge, Stahle and Mitchell, architects. Bottom 
left: House Turramurra, New South Wales 
(1954) ; architect, Barry Seidler. Above: An 
early example of Australian domestic architecture ; 
Terrace House, East Melbourne, Victoria (1856). 
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emerged from the perpetual adolescence 
which seems, for instance, to have over- 
taken and retarded America, and _ it 
remains only to combine with guts other 
qualities which “older” people find 
indispensible—and quite compatible with 
their possession. 

This rather avuncular pronouncement 
seems borne out by the preface to the 
catalogue by the President of the Royal 
Australian Institute of Architects—an 
illuminating lead-in to the show. To 
quote it briefly, ‘* the bold have been with 
us always and the rogue building and the 
reasoned have appeared in number, yet... 
Architecture in Australia has played hand- 
maiden to overseas aesthetic trends.” 
Again, “ the Australian (a traveller) looks 
at buildings in other lands and returns to 
build much as he did before.” Finally 
(and significantly) in speaking of the 
average Australian client, there is a bias 
which is ‘the outcome of uniformity of 
customs, language, wealth, culture and 
ideals characteristic of the country ”"— 
but why, one may be permitted to ask, 
should all this be so ? The answer, one 
supposes, is That Old Thing, Enlighten- 
ment, since the PRAIA adds that the 
architect’s task, in these circumstances, is 
educational: how most of us here will echo 
that ! 

To brass tacks, however, this preamble 
being merely to exonerate the Australian 
architect and to credit both organisers 
and (I suspect) the RIBA for the coherence 
of what is probably a better “story” 
than its authors knew, whose final chapter 
remains to be read. The historical section 
was excellent: an elegant nonconformity 
seems characteristic of late 18th- and early 
19th-century churches, farms and barracks. 
Such tit-bits as a charming circular “* folly ” 
—a Colonial house of c. 1800 from a 
drawing by Hardy Wilson, and a piece of 
pop-art cake in “Dr. Kelly’s Surgery, 
Gulgong, NSW ”’ seem pointers to an identi- 
fiable vernacular. Early public buildings 
are unexpectedly Palladian and scholarly. 


From Federation in 1901 onwards, an 
unconvinced toying with the Modern 
Movement is engagingly reflected, and 
between-wars ‘* modernistic ” at least has 
the virtue of adventurousness. But, archi- 
tecturally, Australian life begins at 40 in 
the sense that the post-war building 
reflects the same technical forward surge 
as our own. 


It might be unfair to describe the larger 
public, commercial and industrial buildings 
as lacking in a character and individuality 
it was not their designers’ intention to 
impart, and it is only because our own are 
so good that the new Australian schools 
tend to be taken for granted in passing, 
but one hurried on to the domestic archi- 
tecture in the hope of finding something 
identifiable and new. Here timber seems 
particularly apt to the Australian designer: 
naturally the week-end or beach cottage is 
acongenial genre. But even here there was 
the feeling of an affectionate younger 
generation coming home periodically for 
ideas and advice to mum and dad, who 
would secretly like to see them striking 
out on their own without losing contact, 
and with a grandchild on the way. 


The well-worn ‘‘ heirlooms ” were well 
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assembled and arranged—one of the best 
interiors was contrived with the help of 
authentic Victorian furniture quite without 
affectation. Other work in this field 
indicated the capacity to sift and extract 
from elsewhere what is applicable there, 
and the housing projects of various 
Authorities, like that for Snow River, were 
interesting, as were the stadia and other 
buildings for the Olympics at Melbourne 
this year, mainly as ad hoc solutions with 
little precedent to go on. 

To round off, | wish [ could pinpoint 
and convey my hankering for something 
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which eluded me—and perhaps Australian 
also—in their enviable freedom. The 
lacuna was epitomised by a detail: the 
sun-deck of a beachhouse (scrubbed wood 
Open-joist sun-baffle roof, tropic distance 
of blown surf and wine-dark horizon for 
a sea-view) was occupied by a man Wearing 
a sleeveless shirt buttoned tight to the 
neck—with a tie. Australian architectyr, 
has evidently cut off the sleeves with 
advantage: now why not, metaphorically 
speaking, throw away the tie? The 
ability to do so is clearly there —Oonly the 
will seems so far a little faltering. 





ARCHITECTURAL WATERCOLOURS 
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Few Shocks at the RA 


VWWVITH the PRA’s~ warning of 

* Yahoos,” and Sir Alfred Munnings 
declining to attend the Academy banquet 
as a protest against the examples of 
modern art on view, the ordinary visitor 
approaches the classic loggia of Burling- 
ton House this year with mingled feelings 
of excitement and trepidation. The shocks 
are certainly there, but it can at least be 
said that they have not penetrated much 
into the watercolour galleries, with which 
these brief notes are concerned. Here 
the walls are much as usual, presenting 
numerous works in the customary wide 
variety of subject and technical accom- 
plishment, but nearly all representing 
something that is at least recognisable at 
first glance. 

The PRA shows no fewer than five of 
his six exhibits in these galleries, the most 
notable being a Gothic fantasy entitled, 
rather oddly, “ Medieval Twilight ” (794). 
It is a brilliant composition, full of com- 
plex detail, and having much more colour 
than Sir Albert generally uses. The best 
of his other works, all of which are on 
the small side, is “ Visiting Day, Ham ” 
(751) a view looking through _ the 
archway of a loggia on to the russet 
entrance front of the Carolean mansion, 
with a huddle of figures around the door- 
way—a beautiful though slightly macabre 
little drawing, this, to which a couple of 
bathing belles (or are they only lightly- 
clad hikers?), whispering together in a 
dark corner of the loggia, add a whimsi- 
cal interest. 


A Striking Interior 

Few drawings are devoted to interiors 
of exceptional architectural quality, but 
the most striking and colourful of these is 
undoubtedly Mr. Frank Hoar’s “ Baroque 
Church, Zweifalten” (814). Mr. Hoar 
has a fondness for what may be called 
“the leaning vertical,” producing the 
exaggerated sort of perspective found in 
the snapshot of the amateur photographer 
who tilts his camera upwards “to get 
it all in.” He uses it in this drawing, 
which is a pity, for he has brilliantly 
caught the rich complexity of this 
astonishing interior. As an architect Mr. 
Hoar, one feels, ought to “keep his 
perps.” 

Watercolour enthusiasts would be dis- 
appointed if the Academy contained no 
example of the work of Mr. L. R. 
Squirrell, for no living artist is better 
at capturing the serenity of English land- 


scape at its best, particularly when it js 
set off by some feature of architectural 


interest. He is in excellent form, this 
year with three characteristic works 
“ Rievaulx Abbey, Yorkshire” (775), 


“Prospect of Whitby, Yorkshire ” (8]3) 
and “The Abbey Church, Wymondham, 
Norfolk ” (882). 

Mr. Henry Rushbury, RA, is an artis; 
to whom we always look for the sensitive 
representation of architecture: this year 
all his six exhibits are of Continental sub. 
jects, the most architectural being “Ly 
Chapelle, Versailles” (839), a beautiful 
drawing. 

Mr. Eric A. S. Houfe also goes to the 
Continent for inspiration, finding it iy 
Amiens and Le Mans Cathedrals (756 and 
771), the latter remarkable for the way 
in which it catches that astonishing 
cascade of flying buttresses. Among other 
artists who are equally at home in the 
Architectural Room we find Mr. Walter 
M. Keesey, who gives us a taste of his 
quality in * Cornish Glitter, Downderry” 
(744), and Mr. Lawrence Wright, who in 
“Trig Wharf, Blackfriars * (1009), a sen- 
sitive wash drawing, captures that forlorn 
quality which seems inherent in all 
decrepit riverside warehouses, stranded 
barges and mud flats. 

There is not space enough to mention 
every meritorious drawing on view, but 
attention must be drawn to Mr. Dennis 
Flanders’ excellent record of “The 
Market and Great St. Mary’s, Cam- 
bridge ” (694); to Mr. Sampson Lloyds 
dramatic drawing of “ Delphi” (730); to 
an atmospheric landscape by Mr. W 
Curtis Green, RA, “ Lake Como: Viev 
from Colico” (746); to Mr. F. W. Bald: 
win’s meticulous study of a “ Suffoll 
Barn” (758); to Mr. Albert Phillip’ 
dramatic study of “ Devil’s Bridge, Kirby: 
Lonsdale’ (779); to Mr. John ( 
Moody's fine drawing of romantic 
“Durham” (816); to Mr. Arthur © 
Davies’s picturesque “King’s Lynn 
(833); to Miss Marianne V, Werter’s cate: 
ful drawing of “ All Hallows, Lombatt: 
street ” (854); to a pen and wash drawins 
by Mr. Dennis Flanders, of “ The Quat: 
rant, Regent-street ” (1005); and final) 
to Mr. Luciano Guarmieri’s beautiful 
sombre wash drawing of “ Old Amste- 
dam” (1025). Nearby one should m0 
fail to note the excellent pastel portral 
of Sir Hubert Worthington, OBE, RA, } 
Mr. William Dring, RA (1023). 

G. J. H. 
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News of the Week 


ur. Sandys to Visit Russia 


MB. DUNCAN SANDYS, Minister of 
4% Housing and Local Government, has 
accepted an invitation to visit the USSR. 
He leaves today (May 18), and will be in 
Russia for about 12 days. Mrs. Sandys 
will accompany her husband. Mr. Sandys 
will be the guest of the Soviet Council of 
Ministers for Construction, and he will 
be shown building and town planning 
schemes in Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev 
and Sochi. 


Fulham Palace Residence 


A SMALL, convenient residence is to be 
made for the Bishop of London, Dr. 
Montgomery Campbell, in Fulham 
Palace, to plans prepared by Messrs. 
Seely and Paget. It is understood that 
at the same time improvements will be 
made to the lighting, heating and water 
supply. The palace is basically Tudor, 
but contains additions made in_ the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The 
Tudor wing is occupied by organisations 
connected with church preservation and 
church affairs, and the new residence 
will be in those parts of the palace built 
later. 


St. Paul’s Precinct 


Dr. WALTER GROPIUS gave his support 
in a broadcast on the Third Programme 
on May 5 to Sir William Holford’s plan 
for the precinct of St. Paul’s. He 
described as “very subtle” the plan to 
create new piazzas of different sizes, all 
in a good human scale. “I could not 
think of anything better for London. It 
has been worked out very carefully in 
its details as to how to reach that final 
goal step by step,” he declared. 


Mural Painting Competition 


RESULTS of the competition held by 
Messrs. Lewis’s, Ltd., for a mural in the 
restaurant of their new building, which 
is at present in course of erection at 
Bristol, have been announced. The com- 
petition was organised by the Society of 
Mural Painters and the assessors were 
Mr. §. H. Leake, the chairman of the 
company, Mr. Eric Newton, and Sir 
Percy Thomas, P-PRIBA, architect for 
the building. Nineteen designs were re- 
ceived and the awards are as follows: Ist 
Prize (£250), Miss Mary Adshead; 2nd 
(£150), Miss Barbara Jones; 3rd (£100), 
Mr. Laurence Scarfe. 


TCPA Study Tours 


THE Town and Country Planning 
Association have arranged a varied pro- 
gramme of study tours for the coming 
summer. Following is a list of arrange- 
ments: May 31, day tour, Hemel Hemp- 
stead: The development of central areas 
for business and commerce; July 5, day 
tour, London: LCC redevelopment 
schemes; July 12, day tour, Hemel 
Hempstead; second tour of develop- 
Ment of central areas for business 
and commerce; July 13, day tour, 
Coventry: The redevelopment of city 
centres; September 18, day tour, Harlow 
New Town: September 10-25, Foreign 
Study-Holiday Tour, SW _ France: 
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Aquitaine, Andorra and the Pyrenees. 
Details from the Secretary, TCPA, The 
Planning Centre, 28, King-street, WC2. 


ASLIB Annual Conference 


THE annual conference of the Associa- 
tion of Special Libraries and Information 
Bureaux is to be held this year at 
Brighton from June 1 to 4. The pro- 
gramme includes the following lectures: 
“The Changing Face of Management,” 
by Mr. F. C, Hooper; “ Information Ser- 
vices: Assessing Their Value,” by C. W. 
Cleverdon; “ Economic and Commercial 
Intelligence Work,” by A. R. Smith; 
“ Information Services: Measuring Their 
Cost.” by Dr. J. M. S. Risk; and “ The 
Function and Use of Scientific and Tech- 
nological Periodicals,” by Dr. Cahn. 


The College of Arms 


MAJor repair work has now been com- 
pleted on the College of Arms building 
in Queen Victoria-street; this includes new 
gates and railings. There will be a formal 
opening on May 24 by HE the American 
Ambassador in the presence of the Earl 
Marshall, the Duke of Norfolk. The 
architects are Messrs. Vincent Burr and 
Partners, Mr. Edmund G. Harker, 
LRIBA, being the partner-in-charge. 


Retiring from Presidency 


Stk GEORGE MOwLEM Burt, KBE, 
who has now retired from the presi- 
dency of the Federation of Civil Engi- 
neering Contractors, has spent more than 
50 years in the civil engineering industry. 
He played an active part in the founding 
of the Federation, and he and Sir 
Malcolm McAlpine are the only survi- 
ving members of the original group of 
23 contractors who met under the chair- 
manship of the late Viscount Cowdray 
on May 15, 1919, to form it. Sir George 
has been president of the Federation 
since 1952, and was also previously presi- 
dent from 1946 to 1948. From 1932 to 
1933 he was chairman of the council. Sir 
George is being succeeded as president 
by Captain A. M. Holbein, CBE, MICE. 


French Builders in London 


A PARTY of members of the Ile-de- 
France regional federation of building 
and public works contractors arrived in 
London from Paris on May 8. They were 
greeted on arrival by representatives of 
the NFBTE and on the following day, 
after visiting a number of London build- 
ing sites and the Building Centre, were 
entertained to dinner by the president of 
the National Federation, Mr. Nigel Han- 
nen. On May 11, the party visited Craw- 
ley New Town at the invitation of Mr. 
Norman Longley, CBE, hon. treasurer 
of the National Federation and president 
of the International Federation of Build- 
ing and Public Works. 

Later this month the NFBTE and its 
affiliated Federation of Registered House- 
Builders will be welcoming a party of 
house-builders from the United States. 


NJC Appointments 


AT the annual general meeting of the 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry on May 2, Mr. Stephen Hudson, 
of Sunderland, was re-elected chairman. 
Sir Richard Coppock, was re-elected 
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Operatives’ secretary and Mr. I. E. Jones 
was re-elected Employers’ secretary. Sir 
Richard and Mr. Jones have occupied 
these positions continuously for 35 years 
and 25 years respectively. Acknowledge- 
ment was made of the services of Mr. 
Harry Payne, JP, of Doncaster, on his 
retirement from Council after 25 years. 


Professional Announcements 


Messrs. J. M. AusTIN-SMITH & PARTNER, 
AADip, AA.RIBA, of 29, Sackville-street, W1, 
have taken into partnership Mr. P. J. Lorp, 
AADip (Hons), ARIBA, and Mr. GEOFFREY 
SaLtMon, AADip (Hons), ARIBA. The prac- 
tice will be carried on under the title of Messrs. 
J. M. AuSTIN-SMITH & PARTNERS. 

Messrs. ROBINSON & Kay, FRIBA, have 
moved to 73, Market-street, Stourbridge (tele. : 
Stourbridge 3154 and 3155). 

Mr. Leste J. Newton, FRICS, chartered 
quantity surveyor, is removing his practice from 
29, Finsbury-square, EC2, and opening new 
offices at 9-10, Staple Inn, Holborn, WC1, on 
May 28. 


FROM * THE BUILDER” of 1856 
Saturday, May 17, 1856 


LONDON Roaps.—The roads through 
London require assistance. Within a 
short time very great advances have been 
made in the character of our civil build- 
ings: the leading thoroughfares and 
defiles have been adorned with many 
edifices of a style and pretensions hither- 
to unknown.... but still with few ex- 
ceptions, the causeways are as narrow 
and tortuous as before. A main street 
worthy of the metropolis ought to be 
100 feet wide. It would infallibly extend 
(in time) retrograde from Longacre across 
Leicester-square, and take up the line of 
Piccadilly ; thus dividing the whole area 
of trade, and liberating the constricted 
ducts of Holborn and the Strand. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Layout at Geneva 


Tue International Union of Architects 
have approved the conditions for an inter- 
national competition, details of which are: 

Promoters: The Department of Public 
Works for the Republic and Canton of 
Geneva. 

Subject: An International Contest of 
ideas for the layout of the Place des Nations 
and of the Approach to the Secretariat of 
the Palais des Nations in Geneva. 

Assessors: M. Jean Dutoit, Prof. Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie, FRIBA, M. Eugéne Beau- 
douin, M. Jacques Carlu, M. Arnold 
Hoechel, M. Giulio Minoletti and M. 
Werner Moser. The assessors will work in 
consultation with representatives of The 
European Office of the United Nations, The 
City of Geneva, The Chief of Police of 
Geneva, The Secretary General of the 
Department of Public Works. 

Premiums: The assessors will have at their 
disposal the total sum of 40,000 Swiss Francs 
(about £3,250) to be awarded to a maximum 
of five entries, and of 10,000 Swiss Francs 
for the purchase of the premiated entry. 

Closing date for the dispatch of entries 
is 6 p.m., April 15, 1957, and for questions, 
August 15 next. Questions should be sent 
to the Department of Public Works, 6, rue 
de l’Hotel de Ville, Geneva. Further in- 
formation, plans, etc., can be obtained from 
the Department of Public Works on deposit 
of 50 Swiss Francs, returnable if an entry 
is submitted. 
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HIGH BUILDINGS IN LONDON 


LCC Town Planning Committee’s Recommendations 


HE London County Council, at their 
meeting on Tuesday (May 15) had 
before them a comprehensive report of 
their Town Planning Committee, on the 
future development of high buildings in 
London. Following is the text of the 
report : — 

One of the most interesting changes 
in the London scene in the future is likely 
to be the development of high buildings. 
At present three-quarters of London’s 
buildings are four storeys or less in 
height and it is only -in the inner areas 
and district centres that higher blocks 
occur. Even so there are very few build- 
ings over 100 feet in height except for 
church steeples and architectural features 
on public buildings. This state of affairs 
has been due more to public opinion than 
to any legal or constructional considera- 
tions. It was not until 1890 that the 
Council obtained powers, later included 
in the London Building Act, 1894, to 
limit the height of buildings. Since then 
there has been little change in the legal 
position ; the present requirement is that 
the Council’s consent is necessary for the 
erection of any building exceeding 100 
feet in height. Since the war it has be- 
come generally (but not universally) 
accepted that there is no objection in 
principle to buildings over 100 feet being 
erected in suitable positions. 

With modern techniques of construc- 
tion it has for some time been possible 
to build high; indeed, the height of 
buildings is now limited more by 
economics and the weight-bearing 
capacity of the subsoil than by purely 
constructional considerations. The sub- 
soil in London is very varied but in many 
parts it is thought that blocks up to 300 
feet high could be built without undue 
cost for foundations. Care would 
obviously have to be taken of the effect 
of deep foundations on tube railways or 
other underground installations. The 
effect of the Council’s standards of plot 
ratio and daylighting control is to en- 
courage high buildings in the form of 
an open spine or tower, rather than a 
lower, bulky type of building surround- 
ing internal courtyards. 

The requirements imposed by the 
Council under the London Building Acts 
for securing proper arrangements for 
lessening danger from fire in tall build- 
ings are satisfied by the introduction at 
appropriate intervals of “tower stair- 
cases’ combining the staircases and lifts 
in self-contained fire-resisting units which 
must be next to the open air from top to 
ground and be immediately accessible to 
fire brigade appliances at ground level. 
In these respects Building Act require- 
ments have some effect on the Jay-out, 
which in turn affects the general design. 

The Council itself has included pro- 
posals for high buildings in a number of 
its schemes for areas which are being 
comprehensively developed; for ex- 
ample, the plans for the South Bank area 
include an office building of over 300 
feet, carefully sited as a vertical feature 
in a group of public and semi-public 
buildings of a general height of about 


100 feet. In residential areas the Coun- 
cil has been building tower blocks and 
slab biocks of flats of eleven storeys 
grouped in various ways, and further 
schemes for higher blocks are now under 
consideration. Other areas of compre- 
hensive development, such as Barbican, 
now under consideration by the City 
Corporation, offer similar opportunities 
for the siting of high buildings. 

A more difficult problem occurs where 
a private developer submits proposals for 
a Single site, and such applications are 
likely to be received in increasing num- 
bers. Compliance with building regula- 
tions must be secured and there is no 
question of permitting any departure 
from planning standards or allowing in- 
creased plot ratio because of the height 
of the building. Apart from these as- 
pects such applications pose a fresh series 
of planning problems, the major issues 
being the location of such buildings in 
relation to the town as a whole and their 
effect on their immediate surroundings. 
We have therefore thought it necessary 
to consider the lines on which proposals 
for such high buildings shall be dealt 
with because the matter affects not only 
the developers and occupants of such 
buildings, but also the owners and occu- 
pants of near-by buildings, the man in 
the street, and all who are concerned for 
the preservation and enhancement of the 
London scene. Here we observe that a 
building under 100 feet might be a * high 
building’ in the outer areas of London 
where the general level of development 
is much lower ; in such areas buildings 
of even six storeys can make an appreci- 
able difference to the urban scene and 
need careful consideration. 


Practical Advantages and 
Disadvantages 


The building uses most suitable for 
vertical forms of development are offices, 
flats and hotels. It is, however, possible 
that in the future, provided sites are 
sufficiently large, composite buildings for 
two or more uses, combined with build- 
ings of a public character (e.g., cultural, 
religious or recreational) will achieve 
importance in the large-scale develop- 
ment of central areas. There are interest- 
ing examples abroad of such buildings, 
e.g., the Rockefeller Centre, New York, 
and the Palace of Culture, Warsaw. 
Proposals of this kind have already been 
made for London, viz., High Padding- 
ton and High Barbican. High blocks, 
considered singly, cost relatively more 
than lower blocks, even when the fullest 
advantage is taken of modern techniques 
of planning and construction, but the 
extent to which they are built may de- 
pend on other factors, including tne cost 
of Jand and, in the case of offices and 
hotels, prestige and advertisement value. 
Owing to the high cost of lifts and the 
considerable area they require, taken to- 
gether with staircases, ducts and other 
vertical services, it seems likely that pro- 
posals for tall buildings may tend to be 
for slabs rather than towers, and to be 
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associated with blocks of medium height 
which will share the services and thus 
increase the ratio of usable space to cir. 
culation space. 

The advantages ot high blocks may be 
summarised as follows: they make pos. 
sible open lay-outs with green open space 
and the maximum public use of the 
ground ; good lighting ; good views from 
the upper storeys; good air; freedom 
from noise; architectural interest and 
contribution to London’s sky line, if wel] 
sited ; in residential areas high blocks of 
flats give a high density for a small site 
and make possible a mixed development 
for the whole area with a higher pro- 
portion of lower dwellings with gardens, 

The disadvantages of high blocks are: 
if badly sited they will tend to disrupt 
existing architectural groups or may pro- 
duce a change of scale which may des- 
troy the dominance of public buildings ; 
they may impair famous views across 
London from high points such as Hamp- 
stead Heath; they may overshadow ad- 
joining buildings to an _ undesirable 
degree ; smoke from lower buildings and 
factory chimneys may blow into their 
windows ; as previously mentioned, there 
may be a tendency to build slabs instead 
of point blocks and buildings in slab 
form tend to be more dominating than 
point blocks of the same height and need 
great care in design if they are not to be 
out of scale with their surroundings. 

The fact that proposals for high build- 
ings may take the form of slabs rather 
than point blocks is of considerable im- 
portance in considering the effect of high 
buildings on their neighbours. A slab 
casts a larger shadow.than a point block, 
especially if it runs from east to west, 
and analysis shows that it would be pos- 
sible to design a high building completely 
in conformity with the present standards 
of daylighting which would seriously 
affect its neighbours, especially if other 
high buildings were later erected nearby. 
We are considering whether new stan- 
dards should be formulated to cover 
these possibilities ; meanwhile, we shall 
examine proposals very carefully from 
this point of view and we shall have par- 
ticularly in mind the interests of occu- 
piers of premises in the vicinity. In 
addition to the regard we shall pay to 
these interests under planning law, the 
owners and occupiers of properties in the 
vicinity may have common law rights 
to light and rights under covenants which 
they can exercise for their protection: 
furthermore the owners and lessees of 
properties within a hundred yards who 
may deem themselves aggrieved by the 
granting of consent to the erection of a 
building over 100 feet in height have the 
right to appeal under section 52 of the 
London Building Act, 1930 and there 
have been cases where developers have 
been prevented from erecting buildings 
in their approved form because of such 
appeal action. 


Location of High Buildings 


The exact position of high buildings 
is extremely important. There are ip 
London a number of situations where a 
high building might make a pcsitive con- 
tribution to the urban scene, for example 
at civic centres and other focal points. 
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and on suitable sites in the central area 
and along the river. In other places the 
introduction of high buildings might be 
detrimental, for example, where they 
would spoil an existing urban group. 
There are a large number of urban 
groups such as the London squares, 
where a badly-sited high building, even 
some considerable distance away, might 
do lasting damage, and we consider it to 
be the Council’s duty as_ planning 
authority to keep a very close watch on 
all such proposals. Elsewhere, where the 
street pattern is not regular and the 
development is haphazard, it may well 
be that high buildings would not be 
visible over wide areas and would not 
compete with national monuments and 
other significant groups. Provided high 
buildings in such areas conform to plan- 
ning standards and do not affect their 
close neighbours detrimentally, there 
need be no objection to them. In fact, 
the open treatment at ground level ren- 
dered possible by building high may 
prove an added amenity. 

The relationship of tall buildings to 
London’s parks and open spaces and to 
the river constitutes a problem of its 
own. On the one hand there is much 
to be said for taking advantage of the 
openness ; on the other it is important 
in many Open spaces to avoid a feeling 
f “ boxing-in ”, and consideration must 
be given to the overshadowing of the 
park and the effect upon trees. 


Conclusion 


To sum up, we consider that it is not 
possible to prescribe rules to govern pro- 
posals for the erection of high buildings, 
but that each proposal must be con- 
sidered on its merits, and that an assess- 
ment of these might be approached by 
posing a series of questions, as, for 
example : 


(1) Whether the building will disrupt 
the pattern of existing development. or 
obtrude itself on the skyline to the detri- 
ment of existing architectural groups and 
landscape. 

_Q) Whether its position has any posi- 
tive visual or civic significance in rela- 
tion to the town as a whole. 

(3) Whether the site is large enough in 
relation to its surroundings to allow the 
erection of a suitably designed base of 
lower buildings or the provision of open 
space. 

(4) The degree of overshadowing of the 
adjoining area and the extent to which 
the }uilding would detract from the 
development possibilities of the adjoin- 
ing area. 

(S) Whether the building makes a 
better contribution to the — general 
character of the area than possible alter- 
natives and whether it relates satisfac- 
torily to any other existing or proposed 
high building in the vicinity. 

(6) The relationship of the proposed 
building to existing and proposed open 
spaces and to the River Thames. 

(7) Whether, in view of its prominence, 
the design and materials proposed for the 
building are of sufficiently high quality. 

(8) Whether its illumination at night 
could detract from London’s night scene. 
We consider also that it should be 

made clear to developers that the Coun- 
cil does not recognise any right to erect 
high buildings; that besides the 
Council’s normal planning standards, in- 
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cluding plot ratio, the provisions of the 
London Building Acts, mainly relating to 
fire-precautions and to the rights of 
owners in the vicinity, will have an im- 
portant bearing upon the design of the 
building and will involve seeking sepa- 
rate consents; and that before the 
Council gives planning permission for 
the erection of buildings which appreci- 
ably exceed the height of surrounding 
development, the applicant must make a 
case based on the considerations men- 
tioned above. 

In deliberating upon this subject we 
have had the benefit of the views of the 
Royal Fine Art Commission who are at 
one with us in thinking that there can 
be no hard-and-fast rule and that each 
proposed building must be considered on 
its merits. 

(Signed) 
RICHARD EDMONDs, 
Chairman. 


INTERNATIONAL LABOUR 
ORGANISATION 


Building and Civil Engineering 
Committee 


NATIONAL housing programmes and full 
employment was one of the items considered 
by the building, civil engineering and public 
works committee of the International Labour 
Organisation at its fifth session, which 
opened in Geneva on May 14. 

The committee also considered safety in the 
construction industry and the general report 
covering, amongst other items, recent events 
and development in that industry. 

The United Kingdom Government was 
represented at the meeting by Mr. D. C. 
Barnes, assistant secretary, Ministry of 
Labour and National Service and Mr. P. H. 
Ogle-Skan, assistant secretary, Ministry of 
Works, who were accompanied by Mr. A. E. 
Goodbody, OBE, assistant secretary, Min- 
istry of Labour and National Insurance, 
Northern Ireland. 

The employers’ 
N. Longley, 


representatives were Mr. 
past-president, National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
and Mr. W. G. Mitchell, vice-president, 
Federation of Civil Engineering Contractors. 
They had as advisers Mr. G. W. Grosvenor, 
past-president, NFBTE, Mr. F. O. Jayne, 
deputy industrial relations officer, NFBTE, 
Mr. R. Kean, director, FCEC, and Miss 
B. A. Mitchell, assistant secretary, FCEC. 

The workers’ representatives were Sir 
Richard Coppock, general _ secretary, 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives, and Mr. Jack Armstrong, 
national secretary, building trades group, 
Transport and General Workers’ Union, 
secretary, operatives’ side, Civil Engineering 
Conciliation Board. They had as advisers 
Mr. J. H. Mills, president, NFBTO, and Mr. 
Harry Heumann, statistical and research 
officer, NFBTO. 

The fourth session of the committee was 
held in Geneva in November, 1953. 


RA School of Architecture 

Mr. MARSHALL SISSON, ARA-elect, 
FRIBA, is the Master of the Royal 
Academy Postgraduate School of Archi- 
tecture. The Director and Professor is 
Sir Albert Richardson, PRA, FRIBA. 
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CRICKET 
AA v. Vitruvians Rained Off 

PPHE first of the season’s “ architectural ” 

matches, played on May 9 at Elstree 
between the Architectural Association and 
the Vitruvians, was spoilt by rain and left 
as a draw. Goodwin, for so many years 
groundsman at Elstree, produced his usual 
beautiful pitch, and the AA took first knock 
on it. Under the enthusiastic Roy Case the 
AA cricket has taken a fresh lease of life, 
and provides formidable opposition for most 
club sides. There is every reason to believe 
that AA cricket will continue when Case, 
now in his last year, departs; the side owes 
him much. 

R. Knott and P. Arrand gave them a good 
start against bowling by Mudie (medium) 
and Bowden (slow), and neither appeared 
in difficulties. With 30 on the board, a cold 
drizzle began which did not help bowlers 
or fieldsmen, and runs came merrily until 
at 63 Knott hit across a nicely flighted ball 
from Hart, who had replaced Bowden. 
Enter Kwan (from Hong Kong), who at once 
proceeded to show the purpose of a bat by 
hitting Hart effortlessly out of the ground. 
Shortly after this he lost Arrand, lbw to 
Beeby bowling in place of Mudie, and then 
Ringshall, out unluckily while backing up 
from a fierce drive by Kwan to which Hart 
got a finger and deflected the ball on to the 
wicket. That was the end of the Vitruvians’ 
successes, for Sharma (from India) and the 
left-handed Kwan proceeded to show the 
solidity of the Commonwealth in an 
unbroken stand of 40 in which Sharma 
played some delightful late strokes and 
Kwan unerringly picked out the one to hit. 

Facing a total of 125, Vitruvians lost a 
wicket with the first ball of the innings, 
Ringshall finding a good one to beat Cruick- 
shank, but Boyd, for whom Elstree is a 
happy hunting ground for runs, hit 10 off 
the remainder of the over and was batting 
like a house on fire when the drizzle turned 


to a downpour and ended the match. 
Scores: 
AA 

R. Knott b Hart jie Ss 38 
P. Arrand lbw b Beeby iA a os. an 
K. Kwan not out ec cf = ¢ Wee 
R. Ringshall run out .. - xe me 6 
S. K. Sharma not out a Re Ta! 
Extras ae ne a oe re 


B. Nicholls, R. Case, J. Dalton, R. Gibson, 
F. Linden and J. Thompson did not bat 


Total (for 3 wickets) .. x3 i 





Bowling 
Mudie 9-0-41-0 
Bowden 3-1-18-0 


Hart 6-0-29-1 
Boyd 3-0-11-0 


Beeby 7-2-10-1 
VITRUVIANS 
G. Cruickshank b asennad » : 0 
B. Beeby not out ae a. ; 3 
A. Boyd not out pe a a a 
R. Mudie, R. Hart, W. Bowden, J. 
Ainsworth, R. Binfield. W. Faldo, B. 
Routledge and I. M. Leslie did not bat 
Total (for 1 wicket) . ie sick ee 
Bowling 
Ringshall 3-0-16-1 Sharma 3-0-6-0 


AA Fixtures 


The remaining fixtures of the AA XI are 
May 20, Holmbury St. Mary, Away. 

May 30, Selwyn College, Elstree. 

June 6, Coll of Estate Man, Hinchley Wood. 
June 13, RIBA, Elstree. 

June 20, R. D. Mudie’s XI, Elstree. 


June 27, P. Winton Lewis XI, Away. 
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MECHANICAL HANDLING EXHIBITION 


Prospects of Automation in the Manujacture of Building Materials 
By E. U. BROADBENT 


(THE fifth Mechanical Handling Ex- 
hibition was opened at Earls Court 
by Sir Miles Thomas on May 9. In his 
speech Sir Miles referred inevitably to 
automation, and the part played in it by 
mechanised materials handling. It may 
be recalled that a review in The Builder 
of the exhibition two years ago noted 
briefly one of the first commercial 
appKcations of electronics to handling 
problems in an automatic weighing and 
recording device. Since then automa- 
tion has amived or is just around the 
corner in many industries, and it is 
already being asked how it is likely to 
affect building. Although this exhibi- 
tion does not answer the question, it does 
show how the possibilities of electronic 
control of handling machinery are being 
explored, and there are two notable 
demonstrations of it. The Fisher and 
Ludlow ‘“Flowmaster” conveyor 
system operates to a predetermined pro- 
gramme prepared on punched tape for 
periods of up to a week ahead. Com- 
ponents can be fed on to a main con- 
veyor in any desired sequence from 
storage conveyors, and transferred into 
an automatic machine for processing or 
assembly. The “brain” of the system 
is an electronic controller developed by 
the EMI engineering development 
organisation. In addition to regulating 
the sequence and rate of flow of com- 
ponents it includes safeguards which 
stop the system if any component called 
for by the tape is missing, or if any pro- 
cess is imperfectly completed. 
The Vaughan Crane Company demon- 
strate automatic crane operation by 
means of an overhead travelling crane 





Exhibited by 


LeRoy retractable mast. 

Mitchell Engineering Ltd. This mast unrolls 

from a drum and can reach a maximum 
height of 50 ft. 





equipped with a magnet, which plays 
through a dozen or so moves of a game 
of chess. The sequence of moves is pre- 
recorded on magnetic tape and by play- 
ing the tape through on an ordinary 
recorder the crane is automatically put 
through the same cycle as many times as 
is desired. 


Redler light dragged scraper for bulk hand- 
ling of sand, gravel, ashes, etc. 


Both these remarkable developments 
are aimed in the first place at light 
engineering and the motor industry, but 
it may not be long before manufac- 
turers of building components are look- 
ing to them, or something like them, to 
increase productivity and lower costs. 

Exhibits of Interest 

Apart from novelties of this sort the 
exhibition is full of interest for all sides 
of the building industry. It is well 
arranged, with enough space to move 
about and see the exhibits. It is diffi- 
cult, in walking round, to pay proper 
attention to things of interest to 
builders, as exhibit after exhibit makes 
a fundamental appeal to the small boy 
in one. Many of the machines on view 
have, of course, been developed specifi- 
cally for the building and civil engineer- 
ing industries and are accepted and 
widely used by them. The notes that 
follow do not attempt to mention them 
all, but are intended to give a typical 
cross section of what is being shown. 

There are a great many mobile cranes 
of various sorts and sizes. R. H. Neal 
& Co., show two new models; the 4/6 
with a 30ft. jib and a capacity of 4 tons 
fully mobile or 6 tons on jacks, and a 
small 1 ton model with a 15ft. channel 
jib. Geo. Cohen include in a very com- 
prehensive range of Jones cranes two 
new models of special interest. There 
is the K.L.75, designed primarily as a 
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construction crane. With 65ft. jib ang 
jury mast it will lift up to 12 cwt. tog 
height of over 70ft. and travel loadeq 
on rough ground. With a 25ft. jib the 
maximum load is 6 tons, or 7+ tons Using 
outriggers. Power-assisted steering and 
four wheel drive and braking are other 
features. Also shown for the first time 
is the K.L.33, the particular feature of 
which is four-wheel steering, giving it a 
turning radius of 13ft. It can be sup- 
plied with a conventional channel or 
lattice jib, or with a cantilever jib luffed 
by means of a single hydraulic ram, 

Steels Engineering show _ various 
developments of their well-known 
Coles range, among them an “ Atlas” 
truck mounted 20-ton model rigged with 
a long jib as an oilfield crane. 

The Priestman *“ Caribou ”’ is a truck- 
mounted crane or excavator of particu- 
larly robust design. The carrier truck 
has been purpose made to their specifica- 
tion, and the Caribou itself is a modified 
version of the well-known “Wolf” 3 
cu. yd. excavator. Maximum road speed 
is 30 mph. Twin wheels on the two rear 
axles, together with optional front wheel 
drive, are claimed to give outstanding 
performance in bad ground. Dragline, 
shovel or trench hoe equipments can be 
fitted, or a sectional lattice jib with a 
swan neck giving a maximum 6 ton lift 
at 10ft. radius. 

A completely new crane, certain to 
arouse great interest, is the Butters light 
monotower. By Continental standards 
this is a massive machine—the term 
“light” is in relation to the makers’ 
standard range of fixed monotowers. It 
is a rail-mounted building crane with a 
75ft. boom and 90ft. mast. The maxi- 
mum rating is 3 tons. Electric controls 
are provided at both top and bottom of 
the mast. The rail centres are 12ft. and 
the crane will travel on a curve with a 
minimum inner radius of 14ft. 6in. 

In quite a different category is the 
British Straddle Carrier Coy’s. * Straddle 
Carrier Crane.” The straddle carrier it- 


self is recognised as providing an 
efficient solution to the problem of 
handling timber, pipes, steel, etc., in 


A light hydraulic crane 


large quantities. 





A battery-electric Stacatruc, fitted with 
Bickerstaff forks, stacking Lignacite light- 
weight building blocks in the stock yard. 
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Johnson Twin 55, one cubic yard light 
dumper. 


has now been mounted on it and can be 
used for unloading material, stacking it 
for transport, laying it out and, best of 
all, for actually laying pipes in a trench. 
A single machine can thus be used for a 
complete cycle of pipe transport and lay- 
ing operations. The crane can be 
slewed through 180° and has a maxi- 
mum capacity of 30 cwts. The carrier 
is designed for cross country work and 
will carry up to 8 tons. 

In the last year or two many contrac- 
tors have “ discovered ”’ loading shovels, 
and are finding all sorts of ways in 
which these handy machines can save 
time and money. There is a good selec- 
tion of them shown, mostly in the light 
and medium duty ranges, developed 
from the Fordson Major chassis and 
using its power unit and transmission. 
Superficially, the most striking feature of 
the new models shown by Bray and 


Chaseside is their attractive design. The 
new Bray B.L.30 model has a cab 
and engine cowling moulded _ in 


polyester resin reinforced by fibreglass. 
It is hydraulically operated with a stan- 
dard bucket of 1 cu.yd. or 25 ewt. 
capacity, and a discharge height of up 
to 9ft. The specification includes power 
assisted steering and six forward and two 
reverse gears giving road speeds of up to 
nearly 12 mph. Brays also show the 
only crawler-mounted shovel of this 
type in the exhibition, using the County 
tracked version of the Fordson tractor 
as a base machine. The Chaseside 
“Loadmaster 500”, also new, is another 
that makes an immediate appeal. 
Either the Fordson or Perkins L.4 engine 
can be fitted ; the top road speed is over 
15 mph., and the discharge height is 
A number of different scoops 
of from $ to 2 cu.yds. capacity can be 
had. Various alternative equipments 
including bulldozer, fork lift, crane, etc., 
are offered with both machines. 

Weatherills show, in addition to their 
well-known 2 H.C.R. shovel and 4 
H.T.W. two-way overloader, an entirely 
new small loader of approximately 4 cu. 
yd. capacity suitable for working in 
confined spaces. The loading arm is a 
single box frame member, and the driv- 
Ing seat is offset giving very good vision 
and control. A Perkins P.3 engine sup- 
plies the power and the loading height is 
Tft. 4in.—sufficient to load a normal 5- 
ton truck. This model has front wheel 
drive and rear wheel steering. 

Another front wheel drive loader is 
Matthews Bros.’ “ Matbro Super Load- 
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ster” for which particularly good per- 
formance in bad ground conditions is 
claimed. Scoops are available from } to 
3 cu.yd. or 2,500lb. capacity, and the 
discharge height is 10ft. 

A newcomer in this field is the 
Shawnee Scout digger, an hydraulic 
trenching equipment for fitting to a 
standard Fordson or Ferguson industrial 
tractor. This equipment is made by 
Steel Fabricators (Cardiff) Limited under 
an American patent. A front end shovel 
equipment can also be fitted to the same 
tractor. With a digging depth of 12ft. 
and outreach of 14ft. it is an interesting 
addition to the available range of these 
popular machines. 

Mention must be made now of a 
different category of loading machines, 
the hand-operated drag scrapers. Three 
are exhibited, of which one—the Ace 
‘“dalli’’ is already established and the 
others— the Redler Power shovel and 


the K.W.E.  handscraper—are new- 
comers. All three are based on German 
originals. They can be used for loading 


concrete mixers, digging light soils or 
stockpiling aggregates or coal. Each 
consists of a winch and a light drag 
bucket with the control switch mounted 
on it. An interesting feature of the 
Redler model is that the electric con- 
ductor to the control switch is in the 
core of the drag rope. 


Belt Conveyors 


Among the many belt conveyors ex- 
hibited there are several interesting new 
developments which may be briefly 
noted. The Birtley Coy’s “blanket ~ 
conveyor sandwiches material being con- 
veyed between two continuous belts. 
The upper one forms a lid, the edges of 
the two being held close together by 
upper and lower idlers. In this way it 
is possible to elevate loose granular 
material at 40° as compared with the 
normal 18° to 20°, with a consequent 
saving of space and economy in frame- 
work. Meco show a model of a new 
experimental belt conveyor designed for 
coal mines. Known as the chain belt 
conveyor, it consists of a light rubber 
belt carried between two driven chains. 
As the driving load is 
carried by the chains a 
very light belt only is 
needed. 

Mitchell Engineering 
are exhibiting a belt con- 
veyor driven by _ inter- 
mediate rollers instead of 
a head pulley. Driving 
rollers can be put in at 
intervals as required along 
the length. Belt tension is 
thus reduced, allowing a 
light belt to be used. 


Wharton Engineers 
have acquired the rights 
of manufacture of a 
German steel link con- 
veyor which can operate 
either on the straight or 
round any number of hori- 
zontal curves from 30ft. 
radius upward. Being all 
steel, and extremely flex- 
ible in application, this 
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conveyor may well turn out to have an 
application for earth moving or for 
materials too rough or sticky to be 
handled by conventional rubber belts. 

Finally there are a number of interest- 
ing examples of portable belt conveyors 
of various sizes. An outstanding one is 
the Johnson Hyloband, a 36ft. belt in- 
corporating a “Loband” hopper into 
which trucks can be discharged direct, 
thus eliminating double handling of 
material into a high level hopper or 
stock pile. This attractive unit has a 
24in. belt, hydraulic elevating gear, 
pneumatic main wheels and twin road- 
less traction units mounted on a fully 
articulated axle supporting the tail. 

Any exhibition of mechanical hand- 
ling equipment is certain to feature Fork 
Lift trucks, pallet trucks and runabout 
trucks of many types and there is a very 
complete range to be seen at Earls Court. 
From the builder’s point of view the 
dumpers are probably the most interest- 
ing. Among them are the Muirhill 10B 
3 cu.yd. model, the Johnson “ Twin 55” 
which will carry + cu.yd. of wet concrete 
or 1 cu.yd. of dry material, and a com- 
parative newcomer to the light range 
shown by Bates Bros. of Manchester. 
The latter is a nominal 1 cu.yd. model 
of strong and simple design, powered by 
a Petter A.V.A. Engine, and with a top 
forward speed of 12 mph. It also will 
carry about 4 cu.yd. of wet concrete. 

Of the many Fork Lift trucks ex- 
hibited, one of the most ambitious is the 
prototype Conveyancer “ Overlander ”, 
a general purpose cross country truck 
with a road speed of 30 mph., four wheel 
drive, four wheel steering, a 100 hp Ley- 
land diesel engine, Brockhouse torque 
converter, and fitted with a massive fork 
lift attachment. 

Among more conventional stacking 
trucks the many new types of gripping 
attachments being developed should not 
be overlooked and particularly the 
“ Hydrum” grips made by R. H. Cor- 
bett for palletless handling of building 
blocks and bricks. The former is illus- 


trated fitted to an I.T.D. battery type 
* Stacatruc.” 
Lastly in this section is the unconven- 





Fordson Major diesel tractor with Cameron Gardner 
** Rearloda”’ and stacking platform. 
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“Trion” side-operating fork lift 
carrier. This is a flat bed truck, the 
centre section of which is a fork lift 
attachment that can be made to traverse 
out sideways, pick up a load of timber, 
steel, etc., retract and load it on the 
truck bed for transport. Its capacity is 
3 tons, and it is claimed to handle loads 
up to 50ft. in length. Coming originally 
from Germany, it is being handled here 
by Materials Handling Equipment (G.B.) 
Limited. 

The exhibition has its share of interest- 
ing gadgets. There is a portable pneu- 
matic screwdriving unit shown by Guest 
Keen and Nettlefold. Known as _ the 
““Pneuma-Serve”’ its special feature is 
automatic feeding of screws from a stor- 
age hopper to the delivery head, which 
gives it a decided advantage over the 
ordinary hand-fed power screwdriver. 

One of the neatest hand hoists is the 
Minilift shown by Didsbury Engineering 
in 5 cwt., 10 cwt. and 15 cwt. sizes. The 
10 cwt. model is new this year and in- 
corporates alternative lifting speeds, and 
governed lowering speed, with extremely 
accurate and delicate control. It seems 
an excellent tool for repair shops or 
stores where leads like drums, packing 
cases, assemblies and so on have to be 
handled. 

The Mitchell Engineering Co., have 
one of the most interesting minor ex- 
hibits, the LeRoy Mast. It is a mobile 
elevated working platform on a rigid 
triangular steel mast. It stands freely at 
50ft. high or with guys at up to 90ft. 
and can carry a load up to 1,100lbs. The 
tower is lowered by the ingenious method 
of winding it on to an ordinary winch 
drum. It is designed as a series of inter- 
locking frames which can be partly dis- 
mantled to form a flat articulated 
“chain.” This is done automatically as 
the drum is rotated and the flat chain is 
wound on or off it. 

It is a thankless task trying to describe 
machinery without a model or diagram, 
and the main object of doing so must 
be to stimulate as many readers as pos- 
sible to go and see for themselves. This 
is a Stimulating exhibition because it is 
full of bright ideas that have become 
realities, and also because it is constantly 
looking into the future. The latter fea- 
ture is nowhere better demonstrated than 
in Richard Sutcliffe’s model exhibit 
which faces you as you enter the gallery 
from the main escalators. It shows the 
basic principles of belt and roller con- 
veyors adapted to the problem of getting 
you and me from our suburban homes to 
our city offices and back every day. So 
from driving screws to moving popula- 
tions, the British Mechanical Handling 
industry has its contribution to make, 
and is to be congratulated on the 
enthusiasm with which it does so as well 
as on the show it has put on for our 
benefit. 

The exhibition closes tomorrow (May 
19). 

Rents at Flaxrton 

The tenants of the 703 houses owned by 
Flaxton Rural Council, Yorkshire, have 
paid their rent for four successive years 
without any arrears. Now there has been 
one defaulter. 
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OBITUARY 
Oscar Faber, CBE, DSe 


BY the death (briefly reported in our 

last issue) of Dr. Oscar Faber, the 
British construction industry loses one of 
its foremost consultant engineers in the 
reinforced concrete and mechanical ser- 
vices fields, whose contribution ranged 
from the frame design of buildings such 
as the Bank of England to advice on the 
Mulberry harbours which made possible 
the invasion of France in 1944, from the 
cantilever grandstand at Lords to the 
heating and ventilation services at the 
new House of Commons. 


Of Danish descent (his father was Danish 
Commissioner of Agriculture in London), 
Oscar Faber was born in 1886, and edu- 
cated at St. Dunstan’s College and the City 
and Guilds Engineering College, South Ken- 
sington. Graduating B.Sc. in 1906, he 
interested himself deeply in reinforced con- 
crete, then for the first time making its 
mark in Great Britain following the work 
in France of Hennebique. His professional 
life almost exactly covers the span of the 
development of this material in this country, 
and it is safe to say that no engineer has 
done more to develop public confidence in 
its possibilities. His research on shear in 
r.c. beams won him the D.Sc. of London 
University in Engineering. The plastic 
yield of concrete, investigation of the 
stresses in beams and stanchions of steel 
frames, determination of the rigidity of 
the various forms of connection between 
beams and stanchions, and pressure distri- 
bution on foundations under bases on vary- 
ing soils were other matters on which he 
made important original research. 


The Bank of England 


He acted as consultant engineer for a 
number of important buildings in Great 
Britain and abroad, including the Bank of 
England (on which he worked with Sir 
Herbert Baker, one of a number of success- 
ful collaborations), Nine Elms goods build- 
ings, for which he acted also as architect, 
grain silos and mills at Avonmouth and 
Cardiff for Spillers, the underpinning of 
Durham Castle, and the mechanical ser- 
vices and structural design of the new House 
of Commons chamber (with Sir Giles Scott). 
Faber may not have invented but he cer- 
tainly made widely known the quip that his 
aim in designing the heating and ventilat- 
ing system in the new Chamber had been to 
produce cool heads and warm feet, and not 
vice versa. 


Other buildings included the = great 
cantilevered North stand at Lords (again 
with Sir Herbert Baker) and the stand at 
Northolt Park racecourse. He was con- 
sulted by Mr. Winston Churchill on the 
feasibility of the Mulberry Harbour pro- 
ject, for which purpose he was flown to the 
first Quebec conference in 1943. 


In spite of a busy professional life, 
Faber found time to write a number of 
booxs and to serve as President of the Insti- 
tution of Structural Engineers and of the 
Institution of Heating and _ Ventilating 
Engineers. For some years he acted as Con- 
sulting Editor to Concrete Publications, Ltd. 
He was awarded the CBE in 1951 for his 
work on the House of Commons. At one 
time his Nordic figure with shaggy fair hair 
and bright blue eyes was seen at most build- 
ing trade functions, but of late he had made 
few public appearances. His reputation as 
an important contributor to the field of 
constructional engineering will rest secure. 
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H. S. Haughton, LRIBA 


WE REGRET to announce the death on May 4 
10 of Mr. H. S. Haughton, LRIBA, for many | 
years the senior partner in the firm of | 
Messrs. H. S. Haughton and Partners | 
quantity surveyors, of Plymouth and Exeter t 
The firm will continue to practise under the 
same title. 
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MEETING 
Programme Details ' 
(PPHE London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion is the host to the 


National § 
Federation of Building Trades Employers at ; 
this year’s summer meeting, which is to be | 
held in London on July 9, 10 and 11. The | 
following are details of the programme: 


MONDAY, JULY 9 


Golf Competitions—Richmond.—The LMBA 
Golfing Society has arranged for the golf com. 
petitions for the National Federation Cup and 
other trophies to be held at the Royal Mid. | 
Surrey Course at Richmond, starting at 1030 | 
a.m. Details of the competitions and arrange. f 
ments will be posted to those indicating their | 
desire to compete. 

Cricket Match — Bromley. — The LMBA 
Cricket Club has challenged the National Feder. 
ation to a match which will be played at the 
Blue Circle Sports Ground, Crown-lane, 
Bromley, Kent. The match will begin at 11.30 
a.m. and stumps will be drawn at 6.30 p.m. 

Lunch and tea will be provided at the ground | 
for any who wish to see the match. The swim. | 
ming pool in the grounds will be available for 
use during the day. 

Bowls Competition—Bromley.—The LMBA 
Bowling Club is organising bowls competitions | 
at the Blue Circle Sports Ground, Bromley. 
The competitions will begin cither at 11.30 am. 
or at 2.30 p.m. according to the number of com- 
petitors. Details of the competitions and 
arrangements will be posted direct to those 
indicating their desire to compete. 

Theatres.—Visitors are invited to attend the 
evening performance at a London theatre. There | 
is a wide variety of plays and musicals to} 
choose from in the programme. 

TUESDAY, JULY 10 

NFBTE.—Royal_ Festival Hall.—The__ half 
yearly general meeting of the National Feder 
ation will be held in the Royal Festival Hall at 
10.30 a.m. The ladies are invited to assemble | 
in the Hall at 10.30 a.m. for the official welcome 
by the president and the presentation to the 
immediate past president, after which they wil 
leave for their tours. 

Lunch will be provided in the Restaurant a 
12.30 for 1.0 p.m. for members attending the 
meeting. The afternoon session will begin at 
2.15 p.m. and will end by 3.45 p.m. The ladies 
will return from their tours and join membes 
for tea at 4 p.m. 

Tours for The Ladies —River Thames Tour- 
Pool of London, Greenwich and Thame) 
Estuary. Coach tour—Hampton Court. 

Reception—Guildhall—A_ reception will & 
held at Guildhall at 8.15-11.0 p.m. Evening 
dress, with decorations, will be worn. — The 
President of the LMBA and Mrs. Foster wil 
receive visitors between 8.15 p.m. and 8.45 p.m. 
The Lord Mayor and the Lady Mayoress and 
the Sheriffs and their ladies have accepted 
invitations to attend. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 1! 


Tours and_ visits. —Visitors are offered the 
following tours planned to suit a variety 0 
tastes: Houses of Parliament; Tower ° 
London, London Museum, St. Paul’s Cathedral; 
Tour of London, the Royal Mint, London Att 
port; and buildings in the course of com 
struction. 

Dinner and Dance—Grosvenor House—A 
dinner and dance will be held in The Grel 
Room, Grosvenor House, Park-lane, at 6.45 for 
7.30 p.m. to 1.0 am. A cabaret will be pr 
sented during the evening. Evening dress, Ww 
decorations, will be worn. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
By Our Parliamentary Correspondent 
Expenditure on Hospitals 


‘NAPITAL expenditure for hospital con- 
C struction was discussed by Mr. TuRTON, 
Minister of Health, in the Commons on 
May 7, during a debate on the report of the 
Guillebaud Committee, which inquired into 
the cost of the national health service. 

One of the recommendations of the com- 
mittee was that £30m. a year would be a 
desirable rate of capital expenditure for the 
hospital service for Great Britain at which 
to aim during the seven years from 1957-58. 

The Minister indicated that capital eX- 
penditure on the hospital service had in- 
creased slowly from £9m. in 1951-52 to 
£i0im. in 1955-56, and it had long been 
felt that that rate of expenditure was fall- 
ing behind the needs. In February last year 
Mr. Macleod, then Minister of Health, had 
announced plans for a substantial increase 
in the rate of building, covering a pro- 
gramme of new hospitals and other major 
projects. 

That plan provided for starting, during 
the current year and next year, major pro- 
jects to a total value of £174m., and for a 
total capital expenditure each year of about 
£13m. and £18m. respectively. That pro- 
gramme would not be affected by the cuts 
in capital expenditure. What capital re- 
sources could be made available for the 
further development of the hospital service 
was one of the matters which, along with 
other claims, were now being considered by 
the Government. 


Old People’s Homes 


The committee had also recommended 
that as soon as financial circumstances per- 
mitted, a 50 per cent. grant from the Ex- 
chequer should be made toward the total 
cost of providing and running old people’s 
homes. This was the only major recom- 
mendation that would require legislation: 
and a recommendation of this kind affecting 
one field of local government would obvi- 
ously have to be considered within the 
wider context of the general review of local 
government finance and its relationship with 
the Exchequer which was now in progress. 

There was no evidence that the lack of 
the grant was delaying the provision of 
those homes. It was rather the control of 
the investment programme which had been 
the main limiting factor. He and the Min- 
ister of Housing and Local Government 
were considering the whole question of what 
homes were to be provided for old people, 
and this aspect would be a part, but not 
necessarily the main object, of that inquiry. 

One aspect of hospital finance to which 
the committee devoted some attention was 
the importance of the maintenance of 
capital assets and the danger that, with the 
restrictions necessarily placed on current ex- 
penditure, hospital authorities might decide 
'o save on building maintenance to meet the 
growing costs under other heads. To meet 
that the committee suggested there was a 
strong case for earmarking a specific amount 
for the purpose of maintaining assets and 
for that purpose only. 

He had been glad to note that recom- 
mendation. It accorded with the policy 
adopted in 1955-56 and for 1956-57. That 
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meant that hospital authorities had been told 
that their allocations would include certain 
specific sums which might be used for the 
maintenance of their buildings and for that 
purpose only. It would not be possible for 
them to cut down that expenditure to meet 
expenditure under other heads, although if 
they were able to make savings on other 
expenditure it would be permissible for them 
to apply those savings for improving still 
further, if necessary, the standard of build- 
ing maintenance. 

Because of the importance of the entire 
question of building maintenance his prede- 
cessor had appointed a working party re- 
presentative of the different interests in the 
hospital service to consider and make recom- 
mendations on the building maintenance 
standards in that service. The report of that 
working party was awaited with interest. 

Age of Buildings 

Dr. EpitH SUMMERSKILL expressed dis- 
appointment that the Minister did not say 
he would at least accept the recommenda- 
tion of the committee for capital expendi- 
ture on hospitals. She explained that 45 
per cent. of British hospitals were built 
before 1891, and 21 per cent. before 1861. 
Capital expenditure on hospitals was three 
times as high in 1938-39 as it had been in 
1952-53. When the Labour Party had come 
to power in 1945 one out of every three 
houses in the country was damaged in some 
way. No one could condemn them for put- 
ting housing first. 

She urged the Minister to give hospitals 
priority now. It was said that some were so 
old and inefficient that they were hardly 
worth keeping, and they were tragic places 
for they housed mainly the aged and the 
mental patients. The implication that the 
Minister was not prepared to accept the 
recommendation for capital expenditure was 
unfortunate. 

Mr. BLENKINSOP said that the committee’s 
recommendation was a modest one in the 
existing circumstances. The extra capital 
provision promised in this and future years 
would amount to about £24m. extra this 
year, and in terms of the provision of bricks, 
mortar, steel, glass, and all the other mater- 
ials required to build hospitals there could 
be no doubt that no more would be provided 
than was provided when the Labour Party 
left office in 1951. 

Mr. GEORGE THOMSON asked the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland in the Commons 
on May 8 when it was proposed to start 
work on the new hospital for Dundee. 

Mr. J. Nixon BROwneE, Under-Secretary, 
Scottish Office, replying, said: I am afraid 
I cannot give a date for the start of build- 
ing work on this very large project. An 
architect has been appointed to enable a 
Start to be made on the planning work, 
which will in itself take several years to 
complete. 


Problems of Automation 


MEMBERS of Parliament who, with 
trade union leaders and others, have 
been agitated in recent months about the 
advent of automation in British industry, 
sought some indication of the Govern- 
ment’s attitude and intentions from Mr. 
IAIN MACLEOD, the Minister of Labour, in 
the House of Commons on May 8. 
He denied that he had ever said or 
thought that the Government had no re- 
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sponsibility in this matter, and reaftirmed 
on more than one occasion that they had. 
Automation, he pointed out, was the latest 
and most novel form of technological de- 
velopment in the nation’s economic life. It 
was welcomed by the Government, and’ by 
responsible opinion on both sides of indus- 
try as essential to future efficiency, and, 
thus, to the continuance of full employ- 
ment. 

The natural anxiety about the problems. 
which its introduction might create, such as. 
the redeployment of labour, and the need 
for new skills, had to be recognised. Those 
difficulties could be resolved satisfactorily if 
the Government and both sides of industry 
worked in close co-operation. The Govern- 
ment, for their part, accepted a continuing 
responsibility for maintaining the general 
level of demand. They would also help to 
meet the special effects on employment of 
technological changes by making provision, 
as they had done, for a wide extension of 
technical education among other matters. 


Universities and other bodies, and the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Re- 
search, were studying the problems involved. 
The report of the DSIR was completed and 
would be issued this month. In the light 
of that report, he would discuss the whole 
question with representatives of employers, 
the trade unions and the nationalised indus- 
tries on the National Joint Advisory Coun- 
cils, and other members of the Government 
would, as appropriate, have similar discus- 
sions with other advisory bodies. 

He recognised the natural anxiety of the 
workers at the probable economic and social 
effects of the new machines. The Govern- 
ment and representatives of the employers 
and trade unions would like to do all they 
could to meet them. The report they would 
have from the DSIR had been in prepara- 
tion for two and a half years, and when it 
was received in two or three weeks they 
would be able to feel their way toward a 
solution. 

Mr. GEORGE Brown, from the Opposi- 
tion front bench, suggested that the House 
required something more than a statement 
that the Government were interested. They 
needed evidence that the Government were 
planning to have jobs available for the men 
who might be affected and to arrange for 
their transfer, travelling and new houses 
where necessary. 

Mr. MACLEOD said that he had repeatedly 
acknowledged the Government’s continuing 
responsibility, and they would have to study 
further the precise problems raised in the: 
light of the report from the DSIR. 


Prime Minister’s Statement 


The PRIME MINISTER declined to appoint 
a select committee to inquire into all matters 
relating to automation in industry, when he 
was questioned about the Government’s. 
policy on this subject in the Commons on 
May 10. His reason was that the Govern- 
ment had already received a report on the 
technical, social and economic aspects of 
automation, which they were studying in 
preparation for talks with both sides of 
industry. 

He pointed out that a continual and 
steady increase in improvement in industrial 
techniques was necessary to preserve the 
nation’s competitive position in the world, 
to maintain full employment and to ensure 
a continuous rise in the standard of life. 
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Those developments, he said, were bound to 
be gradual, but the Government hoped that 
industry would invest in the new types of 
machinery to the fullest possible extent. At 
the same time there must be joint consulta- 
tions within industry at an early stage, so 
that the introduction of new methods might 
be brought about without friction. Plans 
had to be concerted in advance to reduce 
the difficulties and fears which many people 
understandably felt about the consequences 
of technological changes. 

Mr. JAMES GRIFFITHS, deputy leader of 
the Opposition, urged the Government to 
bear in mind the problems caused by the 
redundancy of skilled craftsmen in their 50's, 
and the possible difficulties which might 
follow the dislocation of industry. The Gov- 
ernment should speak with an _ effective 
voice, and adopt a national policy instead 
of leaving it entirely to industry. 

SiR ANTHONY EDEN said that he wanted 
the nation’s policy developed in collabora- 
tion: he did not want the Government to 
step in and say that this or that should be 
done. 

In another reply, the Prime Minister 
announced the appointment of a select com- 
mittee to scrutinise the reports and accounts 
of the nationalised industries, whose con- 
trolling boards had been appointed by 
Ministers and whose annual receipts were 
not wholly or mainly derived from moneys 
provided by Parliament or advanced by the 
‘Exchequer. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


School Building Starts 


Mr. BLACKBURN asked the Minister of 
Education how many new school projects 
included in the school building programme 
for the year 1955-56 were not started dur- 
ing that year. 

Sirk Davip EcCcLEs in a written reply on 
May 7 stated—320. 

Mr. SWINGLER asked the Minister of 
Education, in the Commons on May 10, how 
many projects had been struck out of the 
original 1956-57 school building programme 
because of the inability of local education 
authorities to start during 1955-56, 330 
schools included in that year’s programme. 

Mr. DENNIS VoSPER, Parliamentary Sec- 
retary, Ministry of Education, in a written 
reply, stated: None, but some must be 
delayed. The Minister is not yet able to tell 
local education authorities which projects in 
the 1956-57 school building programme will 
have to have their starting dates postponed. 

He stated in another reply that there were 
941 major primary and secondary school pro- 
jects in the 1955-56 programme, of which 
330 had not been started by March 31 last. 


Requisitioned Property Releases 

Mr. PARTRIDGE asked the Minister of 
Works what progress had been made since 
October, 1951, in releasing requisitioned 
accommodation held by his department. 

Mr. BUCHAN-HEPBURN, in a written reply 
on May 7, stated.—Of about 11 million sq. 
ft. of space held in requisitioned buildings 
at October 1, 1951, 94 million sq. ft. had 
been released by March 31 this year. My 
department issues quarterly statements giv- 
ing particulars of current releases and the 
mext statement will be issued soon. 
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Welwyn Technical College 

LorpD BALNIEL asked the Minister of Edu- 
cation whether it would be possible to in- 
clude a building project for the Welwyn 
Garden City Technical College in the 1957- 
58 building programme. 

Sir Davip Ecc es stated, in a written 
reply on May 7.—I have included a project 
for a complete technical college at Welwyn 
in the building programme approved for the 
Hertfordshire local education authority for 
1957-58. This will cost about £250,000, 
and will provide laboratories, workshops 
and classrooms for science and engineer- 
ing, as well as rooms for craft, commerce, 
non-specialist, administrative and communal 
purposes. 


Warwickshire Development Plan 

Mr. MartTIN LINDSAY asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, when 
he hoped to approve the Warwickshire 
County Development Plan. Mr. JAMES 
JOHNSON also asked a similar question. 

Mr. DUNCAN SANDYS, in a written reply on 
May 8, stated—The plan was submitted to 
my predecessor on November 30, 1951, and 
a public inquiry was held the following year. 
Thereafter certain modifications to the plan 
were discussed with the county council, who 
prepared revised maps to take account of 
these modifications. I then delayed my 
final approval, as it appeared that there was 
some prospect of local agreement being 
reached on schemes for the relief of con- 
gestion in Birmingham which might affect 
the plan. However, as these schemes are 
still some way from being settled, I have 
now decided to go ahead and approve the 
plan subject to the modifications agreed 
with the county council. The formal docu- 
ments will be issued during the next fort- 
night. 


Fuel Research Station 


Mr. ARTHUR SKEFFINGTON asked the 
Minister of Works by what date it was pro- 
posed to provide at Stevenage the new 
accommodation planned for the Fuel Re- 
search Station of the Department of Scien- 
tific and Industrial Research. 

Mr. BUCHAN-HEPBURN, replying on May 
8, said.—It is intended that building work 
should start in 1957 and that the first part 
should be completed about three years later. 
No date has been fixed for starting the 
second part of the project. 


Housing for Railway Workers 

Mrs. LENA JEGER asked the Minister of 
Transport and Civil Aviation, what effect 
the Government’s policy of restricting the 
capital development of the nationalised in- 
dustries had had on the capital to be pro- 
vided for the construction of new houses and 
the improvement of sub-standard houses for 
railway workers. 

Mr. HAROLD WATKINSON, in a written reply 
on May 8, stated.—The detailed application 
of the reductions in the capital expenditure 
of the British Transport Commission falls 
to be decided by the commission, but I am 
informed that they will have no effect on 
housing. The commission have no statutory 
or other responsibility for providing houses 
for railway workers, but when they do pro- 
vide them it is their policy wherever pos- 
sible to improve them. 
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FIXED PRICE TENDERING 
MoW to Conduct: Experiment 


R. BUCHAN HEPBURN, the Ministe, 

of Works, announced in the Commons 

on Tuesday that it had been decided ag gy 
experiment to invite tenders on a fixed price 
basis for some selected projects not exceed. 
ing £100,000 for which his department was 
responsible. He said that this decision arose 
out of discussions which he had had on the 
subject with representatives of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
the Federation of Civil Engineering Contrae. 
tors and representatives of the building and 
civil engineering operatives. These discys- 
sions arose out of the Government’s wish 
to return to this form of tendering. He fel 
sure that he would have the good will of the 
industries concerned. He added that he 
hoped in due course that they would get 
back to the procedure entirely. “This js q 





start and an experiment, and there is no | 


reason why it should not be extended as we 
proceed,” added the Minister. 
NEBTE Comment 
A spokesman of the National! Federation 
of Building Trades Employers made the 
following comment on the Minister’s state- 
ment:- 


“The Federation has always 


CNR 


been in | 


favour of a return to fixed-price tendering | 


as soon as practicable, particularly as regards 
materials, because this would give contrac- 
tors the incentive which existed before the 
war to buy in the cheapest market and would 
do much to encourage manufacturers and 
merchants to make further efforts to reduce 
their prices. It would, moreover, do much 
to restore the confidence of the small build 
ing owner who is at present so often 
deterred from risking his limited resources 
by uncertainty as to final commitments- 


hence the recent decision of the Federation | 


to omit the materials fluctuations clause 
from Government contracts up to £5,000 in 
total value and of less than six months’ 
duration from the date of tender. 


“Whether the present time is opportune | 


for a further forward move depends largely 
on the extent to which manufacturers con 
tinue their present arrangements to stabilise 
prices, and this, in turn, depends on 
the action of the nationalised industries. 
Decisions to increase wages in such indus: 
tries as transport, fuel and power would be 


likely to lead to rises in the costs of the | 
manufacturers and distributors of building | 


materials, and to encourage claims for 
increases in the wages of building trade 
operatives. Prudent contractors must, there- 
fore, make provision in their tenders against 
such contingencies. 

“The Minister’s decision means that the 
majority of contracts will still be carried 
out in accordance with existing practice. It 
suggests that he appreciates the difficulties 
and shares the Federation’s view that a com: 


RSE 


— 


plete return to fixed-price tendering is 00 | 


practicable at the moment. The experimen! 
is a bold one. It will be closely watched 


by all concerned, and the results, which may | 


well be of far-reaching importance, will b 
awaited with interest. Much will depend 
upon the number and types of projects 
selected, and upon the reactions of the 
nationalised industries and of the manufac 
turers of materials.” 
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NORTH AMERICAN VISIT 


Delegation from the Federation of Master Builders 


Tours New 


*ROM March 16 to 31, members of 
I the Federation of Master Builders, 
redominantly from the London region, 
visited many building sites in the New 
York area and in Toronto. The follow- 
ing are extracts from a report upon the 
visit made by members of the delegation : 
Perhaps the chief impression from the 
tour is that the industries in the two 
countries are working on parallel lines, 
the main differences being due to what 
might be called the “ industrial outlook 
of the two countries and the different 
labour, transport and climatic conditions. 
At first sight, much building work in the 
States impresses by the spectacular scale 
on which it is carried out, but on exam- 
ination it is found that the kind of 
mechanical equipment used ‘is basically 
similar to that being used over here, and 
many of the constructional methods are 
same. 
Wares commenting further on the 
building scene, however, we must place 
our visit in perspective. The size of the 
United States precludes any generalisa- 
tion on the country. Building work 
varies throughout the States to suit 
climatic and land conditions and the de- 
mands of industry and commerce. 


P 


The American Attitude 


The geometric pattern of New York’s 
avenues and streets gives a good indica- 
tion of the American attitude to things— 
namely, that, where possible, they should 
be simplified and standardised. This is 
certainly true of many of the methods 
adopted by the building industry that we 
observed. We found the closest colla- 
boration between the architects and the 
contractors to reduce construction costs 
to the minimum. 

The chief factors appeared to be pre- 
planning; selection of materials to be 
used; and standardisation and methodical 
organisation. An architect will enter 
into discussion with a contractor at the 
earliest stage on various alternative 
materials that could cheapen construc- 
tion and would appear to be highly re- 
ceptive to the use of new ideas and new 
materials. 

The position of the architect in 
America is influenced very closely by the 
economic background; the high cost of 
sites, particularly in cities, and the high 
rates of wages demand simplification and 
speed in the building process. This 
seems to determine the careful detail 
work in design and the very thorough 
co-ordination between the design and the 
construction, 

There appear to be no quantity sur- 
veyors practising independently, and the 
basis of all contracts are the working 
drawings and specification, both of 
which need to be in great detail, and, for 
efficient organisation, must be in the 
hands of the contractor well in advance 
of commencement of work. 

Contracts are based on quoted prices 
by sub-contractors for all trades, the 
general contractor organising the whole 
Job for a fixed fee and sometimes sharing 


York and Toronto 


any savings effected on the site with the 
building owner. Many large jobs, in 
fact, are carried out on a cost-plus basis, 
and we heard of contractors frequently 
paying over the basic labour rates in 
order to get the right labour at the right 
time. 

There is almost 100 per cent. member- 
ship in the unions and the pay is high. 
But although an operative may earn 34 
dollars an hour basic there is no holidays 
with pay scheme, no guaranteed week, 
and if time is lost due to bad weather 
there is no pay. In New York the rate 
of pay for bricklayers, plumbers and 
carpenters is $3.60 (about 25s.) an hour, 
and for plasterers $4.10 (about 30s.) an 
hour. All workers work a five-day week. 

Our experience of large-scale building 
was confined to the New York area, and 
it Was notable that all the large buildings 

office blocks, apartment houses, etc. 
appeared to be steel-framed structures 
with little reinforced concrete framework 
used The foundations of this type of 
building are anything from 25-40 ft. deep 
and are mostly based on rock. Once the 
foundations are completed the framing 
goes up at a fast pace and whole floors 
are poured in one operation. 

Contractors generally aim to finish 
two floors at a time, taking the lift up 
as they go and giving possession as each 
floor is completed. The concrete is in- 
variably ready mixed and carried in large 
motor mixers from batching — plants 
located in the dock area, which is ideal 
for delivery and storage, giving direct 
loading from water transport. It was 
noted that the fast-discharge concrete 
seemed to have a higher water content 
than would generally be used in the UK. 

Reverting to the construction of larger 
buildings, the major division walls are in 
block construction and partitions in 
plasterboard sections, although a large 
amount of steel partitioning is used in 
offices. ‘The outside faces of the buildings 
between floors are usually bricked, work- 
ing from small stacks of bricks that have 
been placed on the floor areas by mobile 
cranes. Scaffolding from the ground up 
is not used, only suspended scaffolds 
being employed. Wherever possible work 
is done from inside the building. 


Aluminium Facing 


A large number of framed buildings 
at the present time are using complete 
aluminium facing with breeze blocks in- 
ternally. Here the main members for 
connecting the aluminium sheeting are 
quickly attached to the concrete floor 
edges by a system of bolts, and a con- 
crete bolt gun is used for this purpose. 
A further cladding system is of the more 
normal type of breeze block which is 
later plastered, or concrete block left un- 
plastered. This construction may not 
give the “permanence” of brickwork, 
but for speed it has many advantages and 
has gained general adoption throughout 
the States. 

Plastic-faced plywood is used as shut- 
tering on ceiling and column work to give 
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a very smooth finish and obviate the 
need for plastering, all joints being car- 
borundumed off and filled with fine 
plaster. Timber forms supported on 
props are used for concrete slab work, 
although in certain areas we understand 
there is a gradual switchover to form- 
work in standard units. We feel that in 
this aspect Britain takes more advantage 
of the economies associated with steel 
forms. We bear in mind, however, that 
the average American contractor does 
not own anywhere near the amount ot 
equipment that his counterpart in Europe 
has, and all contractors and sub-contrac- 
tors are more inclined to hire equipment 
for the duration of the contract. 


Power Hand Toots 


The use of power tools and mechanical 
equipment was not as extensive as we 
expected ; and it was. only on the big 
contracts and road construction schemes 
that we saw the large earth-moving 
machines, excavators, bulldozers, scrapers 
and heavy pile-driving equipment that 
we normally associate with American 
methods. Often small hand tools such 
as power hand-saws are owned by the 
operatives themselves and not supplied 
by the contractor. 

The poured concrete slab still holds 
pride of place for flooring work, but 
there are types of patented flooring in 
use involving high-strength corrugated 
or ribbed sheeting which are covered with 
2 in. or 3 in. of concrete. 


In passing, we might comment on the 
industrial buildings observed outside the 
city of New York. New factories are 
mostly one storey with flat roofs, de- 
signed for straight-through production 
from raw material at one end to despatch 
of finished product at the other, 

One of the most interesting days spent 
by the delegation was at the factory of 
Presidential Homes Inc. at Pemberton, 
New Jersey. This company is one of 
many engaged in prefabricated house 
sections, these being assembled on site 
on timber framework. They specialise 
in “split level” houses, with garage and 
playroom on one level, living room and 
kitchen on another, the bedrooms on the 
third, each level being connected by six 
or seven steps only. This design appears 
very popular. 

In Canada we visited the Don Mills 
project at Toronto, a well laid out com- 
munity scheme for 2,400 families that is 
being carried out by private enterprise 
with mortgages guaranteed by the State. 
Construction here was more substantial 
than in America, the houses being mostly 
cavity work with brick outside and insu- 
lation block for the inner skin. Battens 
were fixed on the inner face and covered 
with insulating plasterboard. Generally, 
plastering was omitted. 

The degates comprised: E. Beckett, V. 
Biddle, P. H. Bower, J. H. Rowe, J. L. 
Constantine, J. R. Cory, C. E. Costin, 
H. W. Cutler, R. S. Guy, E. S. Holbrook, 
G. C. Jennings, R. J. Old, A. E. A. Prow- 


- ting, W. A. Scruton, W. E. Sigley, W. C. 


Watson, W. E. Webster, L. Williams, F. 
L. Cottle, W. J. Irish, H. C. Leach, W. 
Old, Jnr., J. H. Parker, W. H. G. Wilson 
and W. B. Weaver. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Water Storage Tank Maintenance 


Q.—Does the usual form of galvanised 
cold-water storage tank have to be cleaned 
out once a year? It is a covered tank. 
If copper inlet and outlet pipes are used, 
will electrolysis occur? Is the use of copper 
inlet and outlet pipes a standard procedure 
in the building and plumbing trades? 

A. D: T. 

A.—When a galvanised cold-water storage 
tank is being installed it is desirable to coat 
the inside with a mordant solution to clean 
and etch the surface of the zinc. The tank 
should then be washed out with clean water, 
dried, and two coats of bituminous paint 
applied. Further coats of this paint may 
be applied as required during annual cleans- 
ing operations. 

From time to time small particles of rust 
may pass through the supply pipe and accu- 
mulate on the floor of the tank beneath the 
ball valve. Removal of this deposit will 
prolong the life of the tank. 

Light-gauge copper tubes have been con- 
nected to galvanised CWS tanks, with the 
usual brass fittings, without detriment due 
to electrolysis. This has been the standard 
practice for the past 30 years, Baek. 

Rising Plastic Tiles 

Q.—I have had the ground floor of my 
house tiled throughout with Durever plastic 
tiles. The floor is of cement which had a 
thin coating of a waterproofer applied some 
time before the tiles were laid. Now I 
notice that the tiles are coming up in one 
or two places. The builder tells me that 
the cause is only lack of adhesive. Can 
you tell me if this correct? H..S; 

A.—The builder is quite right when he 

States that the cause of the tiles lifting is 
through lack of adhesion, but it is by no 
means certain that additional adhesive is 
the complete answer. There are two prob- 
able causes for the tiles lifting: rising 
dampness reaching the underside of the tiles 
causing the edges to curl and subsequently 
lifting completely, or a reaction between 
the adhesive used to stick the tiles down 
-and the waterproofing coat applied to the 
top surface of the screed, the effect being 
to neutralise both the waterproofer and the 
adhesive. 

Plastic tiles may be broadly divided into 
two types: polyvinyl chloride and thermo- 
plastic. With the polyvinyl chloride tile it 
is essential to provide a damp-proof barrier 
between the concrete base and the tile, and 
I should imagine it was for this reason 
that a waterproofer was used. If from one 
of the lifted tiles the bed was found to be 
soft and “spongy,” then the trouble may 
be assumed to be caused as indicated above 
and is, I imagine, likely to affect the whole 
of the floor. If, however, the bed is found 
to be hard, then the trouble is probably 
only local and the odd tiles could be re- 
bedded and would not give further trouble. 

Should the bed be soft and spongy, then 
I am afraid it means the whole of the floor 
being lifted, screed cleaned of the water- 
proofer and bedding material and relaid on 
an asphalt base. Providing the dampness to 
the base concrete was not excessive, it would 
be possible to lay a tile of the thermo-plastic 
type direct to the concrete, since tiles of 
this type allow the rising dampness to pass 
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the tile and evaporate on the 
HO: D. 


through 
surface. 


Building a Sewer 


Q.—I believe that if there are no main 
sewer pipes to make connections to or if 
the sewer is too far away, one is allowed 
to build a type of cesspool that does not 
require clearing out for many years. 1 
have been told that this is incorrect, and 
that if there are no sewer pipes, by law 
I would have to make do with a chemical 
closet. Can you give me some informa- 
tion regarding connecting to sewers, and 
the building of a cesspool. M. H. 

A.—A legal correspondent writes: Under 
the general law the local authority can 
only require communication with the public 
sewer where the following conditions are 
satisfied: (a) the sewer must be within 100 ft. 
of the site of the building; (b) the sewer 
must be at a level which makes it reason- 
ably practicable to construct a drain to 
communicate with it; (c) the building owner 
must be entitled to construct a drain or 
communication pipe through the _inter- 
vening land. In certain circumstances, the 
local authority can require communication 
with a sewer more than 100 ft. away pro- 
vided they pay the additional cost. 


Where it is proposed to construct a cess- 
pool, regard must be had to the local build- 
ing by-laws. The building by-laws do 
not in general require any particular type 
of cesspool, but the inquirer should study 
the by-laws in force in his district, a copy 
of which may be purchased at the local 
council offices at a price not exceeding one 
shilling. The inquirer might also study 
British Standard Code of Practice CP 
302.200 (1949), which makes recommenda- 
tions for the construction of cesspools. 
This code of practice does not have the 
force of law, but the local authority may 
well have regard: to it in considering the 
plans of a proposed cesspool. A. E. T. 


Paint, Distemper or Paper 
Peeling from a Wall 


Q.—When I have the front bedroom of 
my house decorated, either the paint, dis- 
temper or paper peels off in a short time. 
It is a cold room facing north. If it is 
the construction of the walls, it seems 
rather strange, as the rear room, of which 
it is a continuation, is not affected. Can 
you advise me as to the best method of 
decorating the room in these circumstances? 

3.3A. 3B: 

A.—Condensation will cause paper to peel 
from the wall and, if in considerable excess, 
distemper also, but it is not likely to have 
the same effect on paint. If the walls were 
first distempered, subsequently painted and 
then papered, each has been contributory to 
the trouble now experienced. Improvement 
to the general ventilation in the room could 
be done by inserting air bricks at or near 
the ceiling line; this will get rid of excess 
moisture. Then the walls must’ be 
thoroughly cleaned off and finished in the 
decorative medium desired. 


If only the external wall is affected it 
may be caused by damp penetration and, 
because of it being a cold room, extra heat- 
ing is brought into the room, thus drawing 
the dampness in. This, of course, would 
give rise to condensation in addition, since 


May 18 1956 


the air in the room would be more humig 

If this is the case, then attention must h, 
turned to the treatment of the wall, not an 
easy task; but there are many colourley 
waterproof solutions which can be applied 
to external walls which give Teasonable 
protection from the rain. It should, how. 
ever, be understood that such  treatmey 
would have to be repeated at intervals af 
about three years. 

One important factor to remember js that 
the surface to receive the paint must } 
clean and that you cannot put distemper oy 
top of paint or wallpaper on top of paint 
unless you thoroughly cut down the painted 
surface. H. O. D, 

* Salty Bricks ” 

Q.—My house was built approximate) 
200 years ago with small bricks. 
a boiler for the central-heating plant in 19 
in one of the store-rooms below grouné- 
floor level. This winter I have noticed, on 
the internal walls of the room in which the 
boiler is situated, that the bricks are goin 
“salty” or at any rate the face is flaking 


off, bringing with it all the old layers of F 


lime-wash. Do you know of any prepara 
tion that I can apply to the walls to prevent 
this and can I whitewash or distemper after- 
wards? H, DS, 
A.—It is understood that the white deposi 


I installed | 





now appearing on the surface of the brick- | 
work was not apparent until the boiler wa; | 


installed and, therefore, can be attributed 
to the changed conditions brought about by 
such installation. I should, however, empha: 
sise that it is only the appearance of the 
white deposit that is brought about by this 
heat, and that the salts either in the brick or 
the mortar, or the earth that the wall may be 
in contact with, were present, but dormant. 
If the wall is dried, as would be the case 
with the boiler in the room, the moisture 


in the wall will evaporate, drying off on the | 


ne 


warm surface of the wall; in doing so it will |: 


deposit in crystal form the salts on the sur 
face of the bricks. As this process continues 


the deposit gradually builds up and in con- | 
sequence pushes off any surface treatment, |) 


such as distemper, that the wall may have 
received. 

If the salts are contained in the brick or 
mortar, then sooner or later the salts will be 
exhausted, but if they are contained in the 
soil they could go on appearing indefinitely. 
Assuming they are contained in the bricks or 
mortar then they should be brushed off as 
they appear, but it should be understood 
that it may take several years before they 
work themselves right out. It should thén 
be possible to decorate with an oil-bound 
distemper using light colours in the early 
applications so that any final traces of 
efflorescence will not be conspicuous. It 
would be very unwise to use an oil paint. 


Should the salts be drawn from the earth } 


up through the brickwork then the problem 
is a little more difficult and certainly expen 
sive. It would not be easy to determine if 
in fact the salts originate from the earth or 
the bricks without having the soil analysed. 
I would be rather inclined to wait results 
to see if the salts gradually become les 
and less apparent. If it is confirmed by one 
means or another that the salts are in the 
earth, then it would be necessary to insert 
an efficient damp-proof course thus prevent: 
ing any movement of moisture from the 
ground through the bricks. H. O. D. 


ome 





FU! 


164 
serl 
film 
at i 


eac 
Loe 
film 
the 
Spo 
l 


colo 


shee 


Ope 
filn 
ove 
ver 
Ra 
bui 
aud 
tec! 
mit 


Dis 
bld 


Y 18 1956 


ore humid 
On must be 
all, not ay 

Colourless 
be applied 
Teasonable 
Ould, hoy. 

treatment 
Ntervals of 


iber is tha; 
it must be 
Stemper on 
P Of paint 
the painted 
H. O. D, 


rOXimately 


I installed § 


ant in 1954 
W ground: 
noticed, on 
which the 
| are going 
18 flaking 


| layers of F 


Y prepara: 
to prevent 
nper after- 
HD; S; 

Lite deposit 
the brick- 





boiler was | 


attributed 
t about by 
er, empha- 
ice of the 
yut by this 
1e brick or 


all may be | 
t dormant. © 


e the case 
> moisture 
off on the 
2 So it will 
yn. the sur- 
; continues 
nd in con- 


treatment, |, 


may have 


e brick or 
Its will be 
ned in the 
definitely. 
> bricks or 
hed off as 


emer 5 


inderstood | 


2fore they 


ould thén | 


oi!-bound 
the early 
traces of 
ous. It 
| paint. 
the earth 
e problem 
ily expen- 
termine if 
> earth or 
analysed. 
ait results 
come less 
ed by one 
ire in the 
to insert 
$ prevent 
from the 
. 0. Be 


Se cal 





May 18 1956 


Films About Building 
FURTHER CRITICAL APPRAISALS 


HE following is a further list, prepared 
by the Scientific Film Association, 
164, Shaftesbury-avenue, WC2, in a 
series of critical appraisals of building 
films. Additional lists will be published 
at intervals. 

The letters (H) or (F) after the title of 
each film signify Hire Charge, or Free 
Loan; “ 16sd”’ indicates 16-mm. sound 
film; “ 16st’’ denotes 16-mm. silent film; 
“b&w” means black and white. Below 
the titles are given the names of the 
sponsor and producer. 

LivING. WITH Formica (F), 22 mins., 16sd., 


colour. USA, 1955. (Formica Corporation- 
Max Lasky). Distributor: Thos. de la Rue & 
Co., Ltd., Imperial House, 84, Regent-st., 
London, WI. 


Content: Manufacture of a_heat-resisting 
sheet material used for surface finishes. Inspec- 
tion and testing at various stages. Applications 
in buildings. 

Appraisal: Well-produced advertising film, 
giving interesting description of manufacture 
and attractive examples of applications. The 
absence of any information on methods of 
cutting and fixing, and precautions to seal the 
edges when the material is fixed to wood, de- 
tracts from the technical value of the film. 

Suitable for: Architects and builders, tech- 
nical colleges, secondary technical schools, 
scientific film societies, and general audiences. 

THE YORKSHIRE POINT OF VIEW (F), 31 mins., 
16sd., colour. Britain, 1954. (Yorkshire Copper 
Works, Ltd.—British Films, Ltd.) Distributor: 
Yorkshire Copper Works, Ltd., Leeds. 

Content: Factory production of copper tubes 
and fittings. Inspection and laboratory tests. 
Training of apprentices, office and works per- 
sonnel. Uses of copper tubes. 

Appraisal: Excellent advertising film, with 
emphasis on teamwork for factory production. 
Well photographed ; good use of colour. Limited 
value for technical instruction. 

Recommended for: Architects, 
plumbers. 

Suitable for: Technical 
technical schools, scientific 
general audiences. 


builders and 


secondary 
societies and 


colleges, 
film 


How To Finish DouGias Fir PLywoop (F), 
25 mins., 16sd., colour. U.S.A. (Douglas Fir 
Plywood Association.) Distributor: United 
States Information Service, 5, Grosvenor-sq., 
London, W 

Content: Methods of constructing the walls 
of buildings in timber and facing them with fir 
plywood. Covering the joints and priming in- 
ternal walls, finishing with shellac, paint, stipple, 
wallpaper and canvas. Exterior finishes. 

Appraisal: Information useful, but too 
hurriedly given. Presentation fairly clear; 
photographic quality satisfactory; background 
music unnecessary. 

Suitable for: Architects, builders and wood 
workers, technical colleges and _— general 
audiences. 

Unsuitable for: Secondary technical schools, 
scientific film societies. 


THE SLIDING Doors (F), 37 mins., 16sd., 
colour. Britain, 1954. (E. Hill Aldam & Co., 
Ltd.) Distributor: G.B. Equipments, Ltd 


Aintree-rd., Perivale, Greenford. 

Content: Applications of sliding doors in 
factories, large and small garages, aeroplane 
hangars, showrooms, and in the home. Ease of 
Operation is emphasised. The first half of the 
film covers applications in UK, the remainder 
Overseas applications. 

Appraisal: A straightforward descriptive ad- 
vertrsing film, well photographed in colour. 
Rather too long: of interest to architects and 
building owners. 

Suitable for: Architects, builders and general 
audiences. 

Unsuitable for: Technical colleges, secondary 
technical schools and scientific film societies. 

CHANGING Practices IN BuiLDING (H), 11 
mins., 35mm. and 1l6sd., b&w. Britain, 1955. 
(Ministry of Works—Anglo-Scottish Films.) 
Distributor: Central Film Library, Government- 
bldgs., Bromyard-ave., Acton, W3 


THE BUILDER 


Content: Review of important developments 
in building methods since 1945. Foundations on 
shrinkable clay soils. Use of ready-mixed con- 
crete. Curtain walling. Use of precast and 
prefabricated units. Plumbing. Heating. 

Appraisal : Stimulating introduction to 
recent building developments. Treatment of each 
section too brief to be of value for technical 
teaching except as general background. 

Recommended for: Architects, builders, tech- 
nical colleges, secondary technical schools and 
scientific film societies. 

Suitable for: General audiences. 

Factory-MAbDE BUILDING INTERIORS (H), 
11 mins., 35mm. and 16sd., b&w. Britain, 1955. 
(Ministry of Works—Anglo-Scottish Films). 
Distributor: Central Film Library, Government- 
bldgs., Bromyard-ave., Acton, 

Content: Review of methods of internal par- 
titioning and finishing buildings by dry con- 
struction. Gypsum plaster units, wood wool 
slabs, resin-bonded wood-chip panels, com- 
pressed straw panels, cellular-cored panels of 
various types. 

Appraisal: Useful summary of manufac- 
turing and fixing methods. Good cinematic 
quality and clear commentary. 

Recommended for: Architects, builders and 
technical colleges. 

Suitable for: Secondary technical schools, 
general audiences and scientific film societies. 

LUMBER FOR HoMEs (F), 16sd., colour., 20 
mins. USA, 1950. (W. Coast Lumber Manu- 
facturers’ Association, Ltd.—Rarig Production.) 
Distributor: Timber Development Association, 
Ltd., 21, College-hill, London, EC4. 

Content: Growth of Douglas fir. Mechanical 
methods of felling and extraction from forest. 
Conversion and machining of timber. Grading 
and selection. Erection of houses. Use of 
portable power tools. Interior finishing and 
fitments. 

Appraisal: Interesting description of American 
methods of mass production on a very large 
scale. Only brief references to grading and 
seasoning, but excellent treatment of machining 
and assembling. Excellent photography; com- 
mentary rather hurried. 

Recommended for: Architects and builders, 
woodworkers, technical colleges. 

Suitable for: Adult training, secondary tech- 
nical schools, general audiences. 

Unsuitable fer: Scientific film societies. 


KITCHEN Come True (H), 16sd., b&w, 20 
mins. Canada. (National Film Board of 
Canada.)  Dis?ributor: Central Film Library, 


Bromyard-ave., Acton, W3. 

Content: Family life in Canadian farmhouse 
without piped water or electricity. Modernisa- 
tion. 

Appraisal: Of little technical value, but con- 
siderable popular appeal. 


Recommended for: General audiences, 
women’s institutes. 
Suitable for: Architects and __ builders, 


secondary technical schools. ee 
Unsuitable for: Technical colleges, scientific 
film societies. (Appraised November 18, 1955.) 
SINGLE-STACK DRAINAGE (F), 16sd., b&w., 
1S mins. Britain, 1955. (Building Research 
Station, DSIR—Building Research Station Film 
Unit.) Distributor: Film — Officer, MoW, 
Lambeth Bridge-house, London, SEI. 
Content: Research at the Building Research 
Station has shown how the pipework in drainage 
systems can sefely be reduced by using a single 
stack for the disposal of the waste water and 
soil, and by eliminating vent pipes. Substantial 
savings can be obtained. : Q 
Appraisal: Clear presentation of technical 
aspects of a simplified method of drainage; the 
use of transparent pipework enables the flow 
of the water to be seen. The slope of the pipes 
could well be expressed in inches per foot 
instead of in degree's. ; : 
Recommended for: Architects, _ builders, 
plumbers, technical colleges, secondary technical 
schools. we 2 — 
Suitable for: Scientific film societies. 
Unsuitable for: General audiences. 
Re-elected Chairman 
Mr. N. P. Newman, chairman and manag- 
ing director of Newman, Hender and Co., 
Ltd., Woodchester, Glos., has been re-elected 
as chairman of the Council of Ironfoundry 
Associations for a further year. He is also 
president of the Joint Iron Council. 
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INSTITUTE OF 
MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
MANAGEMENT 
Second Week-end School 


YHE Institute of Municipal Building 
Management held its second annual 
week-end school on April 7 and 8 in the 
pleasant surroundings of Leith Hill, at 
“ Pasture Wood,” Holmbury-St.-Mary, near 
Dorking. 

Mr. A. G. Day, at the first session of the 
school, traced the development and work of 
the Building Research Station from its 
beginning in 1921 to the present day. His 
description of the many ways in which the 
Station is continually conducting research 
stimulated questions on subjects, including 
sound insulation in dwellings; the develop-~ 
ment of building blocks from fly ash aggre- 
gate; soil mechanics and soil consolidation; 
sulphates in foundation sub-soils; the life of 
non-metallic paints; single stack plumbing 
and the use of mortar plasticisers. 

The subject of the second session dealt 
with “The Building Operations Research 
Unit,” introduced by Mr. B. J. Davis, who 
said that the primary concerns of the Unit 
were with the cost of building and the levels 
of productivity in the industry. 

Discussions following ranged over the 
questions of capital costs in relation to 
maintenance costs; the comparative costs of 
traditional and new-traditional methods, and 
the costs of building in high blocks. The 
outcome of this session was a reference to 
the Council of the Institute for further con- 
sideration on the subject of maintenance 
costs which loom so largely in the work of 
local authorities direct labour departments. 

In the final- session of the first day, MR. 
H. F. BROUGHTON introduced the subject of 
“ Programming of Building Works.” A pro- 
gramme should be a realistic estimate of the 
manner in which the work should be done, 
said the speaker. It should properly reflect 
the resources of the builder in mer and plant 
and should forecast, within narrow limits, 
the progress that could be expected when 
the work is put in hand. 

The discussion which followed dealt with 
the place of nominated sub-contractors in 
the programme; the effect of provisional 
items; the place of the foreman or site agent 
in preparing a programme; the  pro- 
gramming of material supplies, together with 
practical questions on the detailed prepara- 
tion of the programme itself. 

The second day of the school was directed 
to the study of “Planning as an aid to 
management.” Mr. H. J. Drive, director of 
the Metropolitan Boroughs Organisation 
and Methods Committee, introduced the 
subject by observing that very often the 
administrative aspect of management “just 
grows up.” This was largely because of the 
lack of time given to the study of this very 
important aspect of the job of management. 

Last on the syllabus came a session de- 
voted to the discussion of questions and 
problems presented by members which dealt 
with design for the prevention of condensa- 
tion in dwellings; the elimination of con- 
densation in existing dwellings; the coding 
and recording of maintenance costs; the 
training of supervisory personnel and bonus 
incentives and work-study. 








554 


The Builder 


THE BUILDER 


May 18 


CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 
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Si: information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. 


Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand Re 
Washed Sand . 
qi in. Shingle 
in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze F 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site ; 

Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 
wards to site ‘ sis ss 
1to6tons do. site a 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 295s. Od. to 685s. Od. iid ton. 

White Portland Cement = 

Under 1 ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof ); 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 5s. Od. to £14 Os. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
Ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton “she at Railway, Depot, 
London 

Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks (Léndon 
sites) . : x = 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) 

Mild Stocks... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District Commons 


Cellular do. 
Keyed do. 
Rustics ae 


Cellular Rustics - 
Single Bullnose Commons 
Sandfaced ae 
Tuscans 
Saxons 
Golden Buffs 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) _ 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) : 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London ‘sites) . 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
a ° rs 
3 in. “(London stations) — : 
2 in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) ... 
in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
Tanulen sites) 
7S = Machine-made Multi Red Facings ‘(London 


€s) 
4 i og Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
sites) .. 
2¢ in. Hand-made Sandfaced 1 ‘Multi-Colour r Facings 
(London sites) 


per yd. 


” 
per cwt. 


per ton 


” 


per cwt. 


per 1,000 


et pt tbe BD 


Hun Aan 


~ 


COSCON AWAY 


15 
14 


14 8 


6 


12 


a 


- 
CODnKAIWNC: 


So oo AN 


AnOS so 


oo aN COW coocoancocooooooo 








aS 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- . 

shire district (London sites) --- per1,000 17 11 3 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings. 

Berkshire district (London sites) . Ps i? 1624 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) . a 41 10 0 
2$ in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) . ane sis eS 13 6 0 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) * 14 18 0 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Wory, B Brown— 

Stretchers, : ra 64 00 

Headers : ‘ ee 63 0 0 

Quoins, Bullnose and 7" in. Flats" - 80 0 0 

Double Stretchers ... js re me 85 0 0 

Double Headers me 77 10 0 

One side and two ends ae 87 0 0 

Two sides and one end me 89 10 0 

Splays and Squints gee ne 83 0 0 

Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 174 % for Best auality and 
plus 174% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 
HOLLow CLay PARTITION BLOcKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
*2 in. 140 yds. ... per yd. sup. 44 
*2) in. . 140 yds. ‘ en 4 7 
"sin. GC cavity) 120 yds. =a 5 4 
BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) 110 yds. a 5 6 
*4 in. (6 cavity) 5 95 yds. se 5 
6 in. (83 in. x 5% in.)... 1,250 Sirike per 1,000 26 6 0 
* Half blocks at no extra ‘charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
2 in. 100 yds. te per yd. sup 3 9 
24 in. 85 yds. im 4 4 
310, 75 yds. = ae. 
4 in. 55 yds. ea x 6 5 
CRANHAM 
2 in. ae sd 6 8 
23 in. 2s 14 
: oa ve 8 7 
ae = 10 7 
an in. Load bearing quality Pac a ll 8 
MOLER PARTITION BLocks 
2 in. 150 yds. oa wee 5 15 6 
23 in. 120 yds. ee ane me 15 9 
3 in. 100 yds. nee ws Re » 6 0 
4 in. 90 yds. Me 19 0 


LIGHTWEIGHT Concrete BUILDING 


AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIOUS 
Sources OF MANUFACTURE 


2 in. 100 yds. ne ee ue § 9 
23 in. 80 yds. see oe a 6 i! 
3 in. 65 yds. ae ene < 8 1 
4 in. 50 yds. Sais Ae me 9 6 
43 in. 44 yds. 7 re -s 10 2 
6 in. ~ 33 yds. se 13 8 
“THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION BLocks 
QE: -.. 0 yds. 6 Il 
“THERMALITE- YTONG LOADBEARING INSULATING BLocks 
3 in. - a 00 yds. Be 8 3 
4 in. 75 yds. eae sae ma 10 9 
5 in. 60 yds. ons oes ‘ 13 5 
6 in. 50 yds. aa aoa a 16 1 
84 in. 35 yds. a 1 3 0} 
FLoor BLOCKS AND FILier TILES 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. saci 12 in. delivered in full 

lorry-loads per 1,000 33 6 0 
4 in. do. be 35 14 0 
5 in. do. fa 42 10 0 
6 in. do. is 47 17 0 
7 in. 9 Me 58 8 0 
8 in. 68 9 0 
10" x3° xX re Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per j ,000 multiples 56 15 0 
12°x 3° x #4" do. do. ‘i e 64 10 0 
10” x 4" x%" do. do. e < 71 0 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot or Manufacturers Works. 


Best Quality 
BSS Best 
Tested Quality 


BSS Tested do. 


do. ... 


Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 


~~ Under 2 tons Under 2 tons 
+85% +1178% +130% 
+10% 485% +10% ity +10% +130% 
+374%485% 4374241178 = 4.37424 +130% 
$474%4859% 447424117492 = 4.4742 4130% 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued DOORS (in Lots I-!1) 
£ 3 
3 in. band | Drain Pipes seas 12 in. saad ... per 1,000 11 0 % Delivered London area. £4 ¢ 
4in. : ; 14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. ne 
me 14 9 6 deal 
6 in. eo SS SS 6S Ce 2 ft. Qin. x OF. Gin. ee ave each 112 0 
Oa. do. ay Be i es ee ” 57 5 0 2. rig % 6T Gin. «.. Bee aa a 1 13 0 
” t.6in. X 61. Gin. ... ‘aa ose a Ke 
2 ft. 9in. x 6ft.6in. 8. a iié 6 
Es: id: DAMP COURSE 2 in. do. but top panel so “Pattern 4 x G in deai ve 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. aa — 290 
1) cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. “ ps nie ai 2it 6 
' delivered London area : ed _. per yd. sup. 3 3h 2 in. Panel, top panel = Pattern 2 x G in deal 
: 3 Asbestos base ditto 7 lb. per yd. sup. do. do. Se 2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. «ee y 
10 0 Lead lined bitumen ditto 94 Ib. per yd. sup. do. ip 12 2 2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. ¢ i ae a sh aes ” £ 4% 
18 in. x 9 in. British damp course slates ... eos PCr 1 7000 41 12 8 - 7 ‘ 
, 6 0 14 in. x 9 in. do. ds. ..: aa . 32 0 0 SUNDRIES 
Jin. x 9 in. do. do. ses oe & is.- 2 :6 : 
18 0 18 in. x 4} in. an a ie m ” i926 Delivered London area. 
i 14 in. x 4h in. do. do. ae ee : 3 4.9 1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. O in. in 
*. 0 Qin. x 44 in. do. do. ae i0 5 3 ne an. 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) ... per yd. 5 8 
” in. oO. ae : 
. 00 2 in do (S2 yds. to i a si $11 
; 00 STONE >} in. z= eae oni on) ... wae ‘a 8 114 
10 0 ie 3 in. do. (39 yds. a a sie cs it 3h 
| 00 j Monks Park " 7 7 _ per ft. cube 8 11 Quantities under | ton add Id. per } in. of thickness. ‘g 
| 10 0 St. _ Aldhelm Ran Ground. : 9 11 3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
elivered in railway trucks at South L ° ; 
P B.R. Western Region. ‘ ambeth ‘ in. — do. ha sae 3 1 é 
: Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Deli L dong & : =“ 7 2¢ 
} Beer Stone. Delivered London ee os : ‘4 % > Asbestos ios Building Sheets ee a - per vd. a ; - 
Portland Stone— 7 5 ‘ E Re a : _ —_ as ” 4 10 
“= ie nag in random blocks, 20 ft. average an me ed 2 0 
elivered in railway trucks at Ni I : i ia ai - a 2 0 
Goeitery Regen ine Elms, =m “4 Best eee Glee ~ slabs ea tas “ay ... perr$cwt. 5 0 O 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality Cc d °C ie ie aa sg 2. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. ii Cut Nz =, in. (I-ton lots)... Me i - oe 2° ¢ 
9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and do. 4 in. and up (1-ton | _ a ~pew Cs 
44 stooled cills : Wire Nails a ee Se 
4? 12 in. X 6in do. ‘do. . per ft. cube 3 10 8 " ails, on (4-cwt. lots) beg .-. per cwt 3 0 9 
: ; - a oO. i 3 
5 4 12 in. x 3in. Plain coping, twice throated . i : 7 ; in. and up (4-cwt. lots) oe see ie 4G 43 
7 > x : - — ae twice throated coping 212 0 METALS 
5 6 f - X 6 in. _ do oO. ‘ee Zt Q 
4} in. X 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and fé if EE 
. : 3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random a ty ae pe per ft. su ; 7 3 Basis Joists— cnaiineiainit 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. — 6in. > 3 x Si i i i j 
Dee cae : , 4 in. and 6 in. in. X 5in.,8in. X Sin., 8 in. X 6in., 10 in. X 6ia 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork ... per ft. cube 1 5 9 12 in. x 6 in. plain cut to lengths delivered 
3 } Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced London area eee 
9 i aia in i aad He aa “as .. perton 44 5 @ 
ia etter : an a ee f. 110 6 Extra for sizes 
5 3 i2in. x 2in. Square St bbe i 3am x Sia oe io 9 
aa alee 2 Jpn 4 ne eps, rul bed on top and edge per ft. run 9 0 3 in. x 3 in. aaa a ; 210 9 
= —— ound-nosed Steps, rubbed on top Poa ; Ets 10 in. x 4h in. : os 2 110 0 
ae > in. X 2}in. : 
; ; gh in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, ‘tubbed top and front. iit sid ; } 43 in. ; iia. ious 115 6 
He 2 in. mented and Jointed Paving, given sizes... per ft. sup. 8 6 Sin. X 44in. Jin. x 3hin. | 13in. x Sin. S ' ; ; 
107 2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sup. 2 19 3 6 in. x 3 in. 24in. x Thin. ... : iy 2 _ ; 
10 7 6in. x 4hin. Tin. x 4in. 8in. x 4in. 1 
TILES AND PANTILES st a yd - ; ee 
2in. X Sin. 22 in. x 7in os 
1S 6 Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over ,00 9in. X Ti ; ‘ a PEI ” 10 0 
15 9 ag ret — — and French ae Tiles jo 14 in. x sin rps x Gin. 14 in x Sin 
16 0 incolnshire district Sin. x 5in. poeta pice oes 
19 0 Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district =e a ee oH : : ie in x ain 18 ~ x rq ty * 10 0 
tei | Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district... ps 58 13 6 18in. x 8 in. 20in. > 6h in LS ag oft 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire Cistrict of, j 41 ¢ Steel angles average price — sepiaiataiien 
. a Machine-made 104 x_ 6} Staffordshire district : 13 9 * | Steel tees av sg => es = ” 46 5 0 
Hand-made Hip and V ies Ne se see 18 9 ces average price aed ae 
’ p and Valley tiles per doz Fab a 47 5 0 
61! ?p 4 ae Ee 110 0 abricated work delivered London— 
: omar — bg oe tiles’ do: ... aaa 1 8 0 R.S. Joists cut and fitted 
rete tiles x - es ~ Z ese te eee 2 61 7 6 
a . do. Interlocking (49S) ... was sie as 9 ; 0 Stanchions en a ae oe sn as i 9 + 
13 8 Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Compound stanchions ss = a vs 77 ef: 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ta a i 90 a : 
6 Il SLATES PR pe oh ee not for aw —— work. a i all 
i Sz = in., } in. and { in. Its oraz 
8 3% “ae tar cos ees to tenes py carriage price London area : : se = ee per cwt + 3° 
10 9 1 £000 actual. ondon Rate Station. Per FERRO-CONCRETE BARS oe 
iS iE . Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars British manufacture 
16 1h a a aes sis AS ade ane waa 137 2 4 to BSS785ex London Stock % in. diam., and 
3 Of ms i see eee ree eve see ie “= lll 8 O hye “70 
coe cue Be nae eae te ae 100 14 1 in. diam. ... we : 
Ox So om om om om om Mw | dma SS - = > re 
6 0 18 x 10 a ee ni a 90 8 6 gin. do. ... oe poe eae a7 “. bi 
14 0 ae = ae en ms 32 0 
10 0 16 x 10 ae ‘ee ne ga os ps = p . M ” 
17 6 16x 8 ie a a Sse tee iLD STEEL TUBES 
a re ae 38:15 3 Tubes to BSS1387 and Fitt 
: ; Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. — Tube— W.I : rites — Ma! Racrag- Rpieey 
at ass A + 113% 
10 0 TIMBER Class B + 224% Light + 383% Malleable —283°% 
0 0 Softwood — — C + 405% Heavy + 461% ent ae 
Joinery qualit wae Class A — 114° 
Carcassing quality <1” a oe Class B 3% Light + 55$% Malleable Li % 
prices H ee Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. 5 £110" os ee tO Heavy + 33 % sebieeciiitiadias. 
ardwood— a ae ‘ 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GuTT 
Works. Mahogany— African S.E. nb do. per ft. cube 1 10 Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths i 
pieces at owe do. con Ss ji =. 15 ; St 
” te) 
30°, do. hee b= és do. ” 2 3 6 ¥in Gutters Nozzles Ends 
0, d 0 eee do. i 210 0 ae eee tee eee coe on 3/74 3/3 il 
130% __ do. English Logs sawn do 34 in. oa — 4 ) 
130% _ 8 in. average S.E. ... do. = : a : 4 in. ate eke a s/1° at is 
: 130% ut African Logs sawn ... do. . he P bag aes ane ae i «ae. “St 4/5 1/3 
aa aaa <a ua a 6/3 4/9 1/11 
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METALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
Stop 
Gutters Nozzle Ends 
3 in. a ee ee a 4/3 if! 
34 in. os = an se so = ae 4/3 1/5 
4 in. ae ae as es we = «5/94 4/5 1/8 
4} in. his tie sik 5a ‘es 6/3 3/1 1/11 
5 in. we ” es sz .. 6/10 5/9 2/2 
, C.I. RAIN-WATER PiPEs 
~ yd. in 6-ft. lengths Pipe Bends Branches 
So net” Nes. . sacks SRO 3/11 5/8 
2 a ae 4/5 7/7 
3 in. oe. -_ sa ‘ad ate 8/84 5/6 8/3 
33 in. see see Se = os oa 6/6 9/11 
4 in. ake obs am wo 01/53 T/A 11/9 
‘ L. C. Cc. ‘Coatep SoiL PIPEs 
2 in. ise ee 8/93 6/10 8/3 
23 in. yas as ss ns <5, 7/6 10/3 
3 in. rr ee en erie 8/3 12/2 
33 in. es Sor ~~ ah mee | ee 10/3 14/3 
4 in. com as sa 13/3 11/6 16/9 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 10% 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTtep DRAIN PIPES 


In 9-fts. 

, cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends Branches 
4 in. wis or ma 2. 2 4 Sa 21/3 37/6 
6 in. a a cao ee a a 56/6 90/9 

ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 

All less 174 per cent. discount. 

‘ 2 in. 24 in. 3in. 4in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths ... .-per yd. 3/114 4/3 5/14 6/94 
Shoes a oes soo ORCR: «2/7 2/10 3/ 4/6 
Single Branches ; éae aoae /- 4/9 /8 7/AL 
Bends square or obtuse... ,, 2/10 3/1 4/- 5/8 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. me 3/1 4/- 4/6 6/3 

do. SN 9910; «esau, | 3/4 4/- 5/1 6/9 
AsBEstos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 4} in. in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6 ft. end «per yd. 3/84 4/2 4/114 = S/11} 
Drop ends ... ; ove “RCD /- 3/6 4/1 4/10 
Stop ends ... ts ne oe -/11 1/- 1/1 1/3 
Angles = Si eae + 3/1 3/7 4/4 5/1 
Nozzles ae st Kee et 3/6 4/1 4/10 
Union Clips oe 1; 6 1/9 2/2 2/6 
ASBESTOS HaLr- Rounp Gutters AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4 in. 4h in. Sin. in. 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths per yd. 2/74 3/14 3/24 3/94 5/34 
Dropends ... .-. each 2/2 2/7 2/10 3/1 4/6 
Stop ends ~ osc nlp -/10 /1l 1/- 1/1 1/3 
Angles sa bes 2/6 2/10 3/1 3/4 4/6 
Nozzles wae cts 2/2 2/7 2/10 3/1 4/6 
Union Clips ... eet tes 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 2/1 
Per ton basis 
in London 
-. ea 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown eae eeamencd se ee 43 12 6 
Mild Steel Bars soe aoe son eo 42 3 0 
Mild Steel Hoops ae sat ae oe oe is 41 3 6 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— S88; 
20 gauge ee Kas at nae si wee 56 2 6 
24 gauge see cee sue ee sos sas — se 12 6 
26 gauge ste ‘is se = 61 12 6 

Galvanised Corrugated s sheets 6 ft. to 59 ft.— 

20 gauge sok so ms _ = dee 64 7 0 
24 gauge ake sok soe a be Sas ~~ 67 17 0 
26 gauge a se = sae te 2 ®@ 

Galvanised flat sheets C. R. and Cc. A- — 

20 gauge ons si exe aor 65 7 0 
24 gauge moe ses ae oes es cam ee 68 17 0 
26 gauge — sos sale ba — = eis 74 12 0 

ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 

(Base prices) ae ae 

Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) ... -» per lb. 2 9} 

Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) ... ” a 

Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ... _,, 2 8} 

Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 
wide) ~ 2 6 

Coiled a for flashing 99. 71% purity 22 SWG (12 in. : 
wide) -s 2 11 

Cumaeet sheet BS 1470 NS ms Utility ‘Circular 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SW per sheet 111 O 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS : Utility Industrial 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20SWG. a 116 9 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 a A Utility Mansard 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20S : > 1402 

Extruded section BS 1476 E1C ets moulding ‘ . per ‘ib. y is f° 

Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round 4 2 S$ 

Extruded section BS 1476 HEIWP simple angle es 2 103 

Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. round ,, 2 94 

Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1} in. O/D x 20 SWG uae 4 24 

Tubing BS 1471 HT1OWP 1 in. O/D x 20 SWG a S Se 





PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 


Delivered in London area. 


M.O.H. 
All per doz. sin. Zin. Lin. Idin. din. 2in, 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron .-- 87/- 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron. ... 109/- 158/5 


Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/— 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/— 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 


Double nut boiler screws ... 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves .- 77/— 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron ae we eee ‘ 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 
“14 in. Idin. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in, 
Caps and screws ... are we = 33/— 40/8 §=59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 
Brass sleeves at cn ; 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/ 10 91/5 


“14 x 6b. 14 < Gib. 2 <x 7b. 3 X Tk 
Lead P. trap with brass pane 


screws : vee. 0D 88/6 1141/7 9241/11 
Lead S. trap do. At ses «OOO 106/3 174/- 312/8 
Solder s. d. 

Plumbers’... oe6 ses se mr .«« per lb. 4 1 

Tinmen’s oe Ae oes eee sale eee i 4 ll 

Blow pipe... sist sae “ue is ane 5 0 


Copper TUBES AND SHEETS 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 403d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. d. 
4 in. x 19 gauge sie 134 Total per Ib. 54$ approx. per ft. 14} 
Sin, X19 ;, vox ¥5 3 S528! 4 » 204 
Loans ae vs 4Oe a a) ere » on 
isin, X18> _,, 94 = fe Ls » 384 
Igin. xX 18 ,, we OOF ie eS.) re » 46 
mx iy .,, 11g 32 lo» w 8 
Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras... -» perton 456 5 0 
ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 8 10 9 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) i 8 8 3 
do. 14 gauge (2i SWG) 3 as § 74 
Brass TUBES 
Brass tubes basic ame ve a! and manufactur- 
ing extras... 2s per Ib. 2 8} 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


S 66 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and upwards perton 149 15 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils - ee. | a6 151 0 0 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over Qin. to4in. dia. ... se 152 10 0 
over 4 in. dia. ae ee = 154 10 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe mle Vee 152 10 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton. 
5 cwt. and under | ton me Ae a +. per cwt. 2 0 
* 3cwt. do. 5 cwt. ane ahs es see ee 40 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. ar cece 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced sguclaliy. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £100 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton 7 11 9 
do. White do. do. Bs 719 6 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. Sri 714 0 
do. Fine do. do. Seem esa §$ 278 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ... oes sik “Gg 6 14 6 
Hydrated Lime do. in ee se a ee 5 17 6 
Lump Lime do. sta, ee 5 1 °@ 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads _ ee ae 10 17 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads ee eee 10 11 9 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads st see 2 58 
Hair . per cwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base ‘Board Pin. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site . per yd. 2 ii 
1,200 yds. oy 23 
Do. Insulating do. ‘7 in. thick 600 ‘yds. and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site as 2 114 
1,200 yds. 2 103 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., # in. thick, 600 oe and over in one delivery. 
Delivered site... A = 2 6} 
1,200 yds. 25 
Do. Insulating do. zi in. thick 600 ds. and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site = a 3 2 
1,200 yds. ir ee + = 3 it 
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PAINT AN 
D DIST 
E 
Delivered Londor MPER THE B 
2in Ceiling Dist pone UILDER 
; Washable re a — i 
Gloss Paint istemper re 
Snowcem cem : ae rer 
ent tee sac 
138816 Ground — 1 cwt. dru we Tt I 7 $ 
h und W ums) ... as ” 
- 93/6 Genuine White Lead, 1 pone PRopuc oa per gal. 5 5 0 § in. Fi S57 
10 — Genuine se gipoe ad sl ogy 1- kegs TS AND eee +. per cwt 3 10 O kd Rolled and 
Genuine L ead, Dr 19gal. i i 11 0 do. ite nd C 
; 0 Ss athe 
5 165)- Size XD a Oil Rey. piri +a ind ial vicz Per ow do. Standard Tin thedeal, Stand Per ft 
4 R ality, 2 y, lc i: tel. 9 3 pecial ts ard . su 
0 155)3 Boil a Oil (5 8 Ib. wt. keg ~ oe gal. 3 a ¢ tin. Pinst Tints ee omens s . 
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THE BUILDER 


CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 


Town. 


CORT. cisessccisssesesceses A 
Carmarthen—Borough of...A1 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of $A2 
ORES 
Castleford UD 
ON 
Chapel-en-le-Frith 
Ch: 



















NS eee 
Cheadle (Staffs) RD 
Chelmsford ........002. 
Cheltenham .. 

Chepstow 


Chester-le-Street UD 
Chesterfield MB ...... 
Chesterfield RD . 
Chichester ......... 
Chipping Norton.. 
Chipping Sodbury 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 

ham Within and Harden- 

huish) ..... 


Clay Cross UD..... 
Cleethorpes MB .. 
Clevedon ....... 
Cleveleys ... 
Clitheroe ...... 
Coalville UD ....... 
Cobham (Surrey) 
Colchester  ......0000 
ee 
Colwyn Bay . 
Congleton .. 
Consett UD 
Conway .. 
Corby UD... 
Cornwall, County of. 
Corsham District .... : 
Coventry CB ..... ww 
Cranbrook . 
Cranleigh - 
Cranwell Aerodrome Site. = 


NAL 





Crowborough 
Cuckfield... 
Cwmbran .... 


Dalton-in-Furness ............ A 
Darlington CB ...... me 
Dartmouth 
eee 
— MB 


Derby 





Doncaster CB 
Dorchester .. 
COENEN: scccccscnosenenconsovsen 
Dorset, ns of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and 
Wimborne Al) ............ A 


A 
Drigg & Carleto Sk 
Droitwich MB ...... uA 
Dudley CB .... A 
Dunstable > 


TOURS cosccsceccsvescssiess A 
E. Glam. % Mon. Val....... A 
East Grinstead District ...A2 
East Kesteven RD. ‘ 

East Retford MB... 
Eastwood (Notts) - 
Ebbw Vale & District.... 
_—! 








Fakenham 
Falmouth . 
Fareham ... 





Town. 


Faversham 
Felixstowe ... 
Filey UD ..... 
Fleetwood .. 
Flint MB ..... 
Folkestone . 
Frinton 
Frome 





Gainsborough UD 
Gateshead CB .... 
Gillingham (Dorset) . 
Gillingham (Kent)....... 
Glastonbury & Street . 
Glossop 

Gloucester A 
Gloucestershire, Cnty. of = 
Godalming 
LO ae AR 










ou glaceavieibanebeestr ste 
Grantham MB .... 
Gravesend 





Great Yarmouth . 
Grimsby CB. ..... 
Grimsby RD (part). aes 
Guildford District ............ A2 


Halesowen MB ............... A 
Halifax CB ....... i 
Halstead ....... 
Haresfield ... 
Harlow ...... 
Harpenden ..... 
Harrogate MB.. 
Hartlepool B .. 
Harwell ....... 
Harwich 
Haslemere 
Hastings .. 
Hatfield (Her 
Ree 
Haywards Heath 
Beamer UD ......000 
Hemel Hempstead . 
Henley-on-Thames 
Hereford A2 
Herefordshire, Cnty. of.. ore 





















BRPR>d>>ZB> 


>>B>> 


ae 
nN 


Herne Bay A2 
Hertford ........ ite 
Hexham RD .. ree 
Hexham UD .. oul 
Heysham ...... per 
Heywood ... A 
Higham Ferrers MB A 
High Wycombe ..... pe 
Hinckley UD .. A 
Hitchin ......... A 
Hoddesdon ee 
Holywell ... oe 
errr .A2 
Horncastle UD . .A2 
sweeney onecuee .A2 
Horwich | ......0+ A 
Huddersfield CB ew 
RRC er: ee 
el esis ae 
Huntingdon (Staffs)............ A 
TOR PAU vsssiccssccsscnscness A 
likley UD .. A 


Ipswich 
ag of Teeey - 


Isle of Thanet.. .A2 
Isle of Wight . .A2 
TUEOROIRDS — ccccescescncves Ree | 
PRI BB es cicccnese eoesvonescces A 
Keighley MB .......... pecans 
Kendal ............ 









Kenilworth UD.. 
Kettering MB ... 
Keynsham 
Kidderminster MB.. 
Kingskerswell 

King’s Lynn .... 
Kingsteignton 

Kirkham 
Knaresborough UD 
Knutsford 







EINE cecessccsiansiestesntial A 
Leamington MB.. er 
Leatherhead ..... ened 
Leeds CB ...... a 
oe | 2 a wA 
Leicester CB ..... ok 
Leighton Buzzard . .Al 
REE ssassineisees soia 
Leominster .A2 
nee A 





Lichfield MB. 
Lincoln CB ...... 
Liskeard _ ........ 
Littlehampton 
Liverpool _....... 
BO Al 
Llanelly (incl. Llanelly RD) E 
Llanfairfechan .. 










Llangollen Aa 
London ao 
Long Eaton ee 

A eee A2 
Loughborough MB pee 
LOGIE BIB ...csscnssese Al 
Lowestoft a 
Loxton ...... ova 
Ludlow MB .-A2 


Ludlow RD °.. 






EMG cesexseas pee § 
Lyme Regis ........ +-A2 
Lyneham (Devon) oie 
SHUM - Sensecsunscepsesvasecaca A 
Macclesfield — ...cccscscsscscess A 
Maidenhead e 
Maidstone .... “ne 
Maldon (Essex) Al 
Maltby UD .. ah 
Malton UD .. A2 
Malvern UD . Al 
Manchester ..... ane 

Manningtree ...... Al 


Mansfield MB 
March 
RE: A2 
Market Harborough RD...A1 
Market Harborough UD ...A 


Market Rasen UD............ A2 
MATICK, ..csessccces. AZ 
Maryport ..... ee 
Matlock UD ren 
Melksham .........-.-000. 





“AI 
A2 


Melton Mowbray UD . 
Merionethshire ... 
Merthyr ......... 
Seek UD ‘ 
Middlesbrough CB . 














>>>>> 


Middleton _.......... 
Middlewich ons 
Mildenhall _........ A2 
Milford Haven UD Al 
ORS A2 
Monmouth—Borough of...Al 
Monmouthshire............... Al 
Morecambe _..... “ 
Moreton Valence Re 
DI sccvkssseacen ere 
Morpeth B .. A 
Morpeth RD A 
Mundesley .... re Y 
Nantwich _....... A 
Neath & Valley er 
Nelson .........++ A 
Newark MB lk. 
POOMEMIEY - sevknnisecocacsncsese A2 
Newcastle-on-Tyne CB...... A 
Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A 
New Forest District ......... Al 
Newmarket ......... Al 


Newport, Mon. 
Newport Pagnell 
Newquay 
Newton Abbot ... 
Normanton UD ... 
Northallerton Distri 
Northallerton UD ...... 
Northampton CB . 
North Shields ....... 
North Walsham 
Northwich .......... 
Norton Radstock 
Norwic 
Nottingham CB .. 


PHUNCROR BAB  cccoccccsescoes A 
rene A2 
Oakham UD . ..A2 
Okehampton -.A2 
Oldham ........ me 
oO sae 
COIIOKE cc scsicnes me 
Ossett & Horbury . Pm 
Oswestry ..... A2 
Oundle UD «ha 
Oxford «val 
SPUD: ~ viusdnssedednnsarcaprene Al 
Padstow 

Paignton .. 

_ _aee 








Town. Grade. 


Pembrokeshire (except Mil- 
ford Haven) 2 
Penmaenmawr . 
Penrith UD . 
Penzance A2 
Peterborough, Soke of — 
ern Regional portion) . 
PRONE cescscrsenacecsensasa 
Pickering ‘ 
Plymouth _... 
Pontefract MB 
Pontypool & Dist 
Pontypridd District 
Porthcawl 
Portishead .... 
Portland Bill . 
Portsmouth .... 
Port Talbot 
Preston 
Princetown 
a aS 
Pulborough 




















Radnorshire, County of  A2 
Ramsgate 


Redditch UD .. 
Redhill & Reigate 
Rhondda Valley ...... 
Richmond B (Works) ee 
RIGOR BED ccvcccsccccscess 
Rochester ...... 

Ross-on-Wye 
Rossendale Valley 
Rotherham CB 
Royston _...... 
Rugby MB .. 
Rugeley UD ... 
Rushden UD 


Saffron Walden 
St. Albans 

St. Austell . 
St. Helens 

St. Neots ... 
Salisbury City ... 
Salisbury Plain ... 


__ ewe shen 
Sawbridgeworth . a 
Saxmundhan _... -A2 
Scarborough MB. ee 
Scunthorpe MB ......... ae 
Seaford & Newhaven......A2 
WE Sctvcceuscassavectes 
Sevenoaks . i 
Shaftesbury 

Sheerness 


Sheffield MB .. 
Shepton Mallet 
Sherborne . 


Shoreham ......... 
Shrewsbury MB . 
Sirhowy Valleys . 


Sittingbourne ...... A2 
Skegness UD Al 
Skipton UD ..... cou 
SRORIOES TIED sevesoccsess snes Al 


Slough, Windsor & Eton 
District A 
Smethwick CB 
Snettisham . 
Solihull UD . 
Somerset, Cou: 
oer po 
Eastleigh 
Southend-on-Sea Dist. 
CIEE cs ssannssecansense 
South Shields CB . 
Southwold 
Spalding UD ... 
Stafford MB..... 
ae 
Stamford MB . 
Stantonwick .. 
Stevenage ... 
Stockport ........ 
Stockton RD ....... 
Stockton-on-Tees B... 
Stoke-on-Trent CB ... 
Stoke Orchard ..... 
Stourbridge MB . 
Stourport UD .... 
Stowmarket 
Stratford-on-Avon MB...... A 
Stroud (RD Area) wa 
Sunderland CB .... ae 
UMTENBGRI csvcsseesesccccees 
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Town. 


Grade, 
Sutton Coldfield MB .,,, A 
Swadlincote UD ......°"" 
Swaffham .......... ¢ 
Swanage District . 
Swansea ............ 
Swindon District 
Swinton UD ....., 


Tamworth MB 
Taunton... 
Tavistock 
Tenterden .. 
Teignmouth .. 
Tewkesbury ..... Al 
Thames Haven 
pi: 
Thirsk RD . 
Thorpe Bay ......... 
Thurrock UDC Area .. 
», North of to Billericay... 
Tilbury 
Todmorden MB 
Tonbridge ..... 
Torquay 
Totnes 
Trin 













Tynemouth CB ..... 


Ulverston . 
Uppingham ‘(Salop) | 
Uttoxeter RD ..... 
Uttoxeter UD 





Wakefield CB ...........cesc0oA 
Wakefield RD . all 
Wallsall CB.... 
Wallsend B .. 
Walsden 
Walton-on-Naze 
. | ee 
Warminster 
Warrington .... 
Warwick MB .... 
Wednesbury MB .... 
Wellingborough UD 
Wellington UD .... 
Wellington (Somerset A2 
Wells (Norfolk) ........00 A2 
Wells (Somerset) .. 
Welwyn 
Welwyn Gar. City . 
West Bromwich CB. 
Westbury 
Westcliff-on-Sea . 
Westerham ........... " 
West Hartlepool CB ........ A 
Westmorland — 
Kendal) . ‘ 
Weston-super-Mare | 
Weybridge ..... 
Weymouth (including ‘Port. 
land Bill, excluding Port- 
land Stoneyards) Al 
Whitby UD ........ 
Whitby RD 
Whitehaven 
Whitley & Monkseaton UD rn 
Whitstable and District ...A2 
WHICRIOEG cescscncsseseves a 
Widnes ..... 
Wigan 
Wigton 
Wilmslow .......... 
Wilts. County of. 
Wimborne ... 
Wincanton 
Winchester . 
Windermere — 
Wisbech ...... 
IL oscesxcsvses 
Witherrfsea UD . 
are 
Wokingham ........... 
Wolverhampton CB . 
Wolverton District .. 
Woodbridge ........ 
Woodhall Spa UD . 
Woodstock 
Worcester CB 
Workington .. 
Worksop MB 
Worthing 
Wrexham (incl. Cefn). 
Wroughton 
a 
Wymondham 


























Yate 


Ystalyfera.. ccbsucst aCe 


For Birkenhead , Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 5d.; Labourers, 3s. 10}d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: Craftsmen, 4s. 444.5 
Labourers, 3s. 10d. ¢Plus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 


‘Women’s RaTes.—In e —- throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 5d. per hour. 
per hour. 


craft processes, 3s. 1 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 565 


Women engaged on work other thao 
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LAW REPORTS 


Work Exceeding “ Free Limit”: 
eal Against Award to Shopfitters 
Ae Dismissed ; 


CourT OF APPEAL. 
BEFORE LoRDS JUSTICES DENNING, BIRKETT 

AND PARKER 

Garth v. Frank W. Clifford, Ltd. 

HE Court of Appeal on April 27 dis- 
T missed with costs an appeal by Miss 
susan Garth, of Onslow Court, Regents 
Park, W, and Aygee Properties, Ltd., of 
which she is a director, from a judgment 
by Mr. Justice Harman (sitting as an addi- 
tional judge of the Queen’s Bench Division) 
given in favour of Frank W. Clifford, Ltd., 
architectural decorators and shopfitters, of 
Dorset-place, SW. 

Messrs. Clifford’s were awarded £1,078 
and costs on a claim for balance due for 
work done and materials supplied for the 
alteration of premises in Shepherd Market, 
Mayfair, into a coffee bar and restaurant. 

The appellants opposed the claim on the 








iton UDA 





, 4s. 444.; 


s, receive 


ther thao 





sround that as the work was not covered 
by a building licence, it was illegal and the 
money was not recoverable. 

The judge held the builders were entitled 
to recover the cost of licensable work up te 
£1,000, which was free of licence at the time 
under Order 19 of the Control of Building 
Operations Orders, 1953. Some of the work 
was non-licensable. 

In her appeal, Miss Garth asked that 
the judgment be varied by reversing the 
award of £854 for licensable work and re- 
ducing an award of £89 in connection with 
one item of non-licensable work to £7, and 
that the total sum awarded to the builders 
be £142 for non-licensable work. 

Giving judgment, Lorp JusTICE DENNING 
said that in 1954 there was a limit of £1,000 
to the amount of building work that could 
be done without a licence. If a person did 
building work in excess of the free limit, he 
was guilty of an offence and the amount of 
the bill was irrecoverable. 

Fortunately, he said, these regulations had 
now been abolished, but this case arose out 
of the circumstances existing in 1954. It 
concerned premises at 31/33, Shepherd- 
market, Mayfair. Miss Susan Garth had the 
idea of turning the ground floor into a coffee 
bar. She met Mr. Peter A. Sanderson, an 
architect, who acted for her in connection 
with the work. It was not work which could 
be designed and planned beforehand, as the 
amount of work could only be ascertained 
from time to time as the alterations were 
made, 

After the builders had started the work 
on the coffee bar, Miss Garth decided to 
have a restaurant in the basement below. It 
was found that more work would have to 
be done to make the premises structurally 
stable. In addition there was lino-laying, 
putting in shelves and tables, and other work 
Which did not require licensing. 

In the result, his lordship said, the total 
bill for the work done by Messrs. Clifford 
came to £1,911. A certain amount had been 
paid on account. The builders sued for the 
balance of £1,386 19s, Od. 

Miss Garth and her company raised the 
point of “illegality” in their defence, say- 
Ing that as the free limit was £1,000, the 
builders had acted unlawfully and could 
recover none of the money. 


THE BUILDER 


The main point in this case was whether 
the builders could even recover the free 
limit sum ‘because, according to Miss Garth, 
it was alleged that once they had gone above 
the free limit they could recover nothing at 
all. Two items of work had previously been 
carried out on these premises, plumbing and 
electrical work amounting to £146, which 
had to be deducted from the free limit. The 
only free limit in this case was, therefore, 
£854. 

In many cases in this court where work 
had actually been licensed, his lordship said, 
only the excess over the licensed work was 
illegal and payment for it irrecoverable. It 
had been held that if it was licensed work, 
the builder could not add the free limit 
amount to the licensed sum so as indirectly 
to increase the licensed figures. 

In this case there was no licence at all but 
only the free limit. His lordship was inclined 
to agree that if there was a contract for the 
limit sum for single work and the builder 
went on beyond it without a licence at all, 
it would be illegal as a whole. This, how- 
ever, was a case where the price could not 
be ascertained beforehand. The work was 
put in hand without anyone knowing what 
it would cost. It was to be done as ordered 
or required, on a cost-plus basis. 

In a contract of this kind his lordship 
thought it was lawful for the builder to go 
on with the work, using the full extent of 
the free limit. It did not become unlawful 
unless and until he exceeded the free limit 
and was only unlawful in respect of the 
excess, which the builder could not recover. 
He was entitled to the amount within the 
free limit. 

So far as 56 (a) of the Defence Regula- 
tions, 1939, were concerned, his lordship 
said the position about the free limit was 
the same as when there was a licence. It was 
only in regard to the excess that it was 
unlawful. 

Lord Justice Denning said the judge was 
also right in his finding regarding the £89 
payment. The appeal should be dismissed. 

Lords Justices Birkett and Parker agreed. 
The appeal was dismissed with costs. 


Architect Loses Claim for Fees 
QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION 
BEFORE MR. JUSTICE PEARCE 
Stern v. Shine 


UDGMENT for the defendants was 
given by Mr. Justice Pearce in the 
Queen’s Bench Division on May 11 in a 
claim by Mr. David Stern, a chartered archi- 
tect, of Belvedere Court, East Finchley, 
against Mr. Joseph Shine, of Goldhawk-road, 
Shepherd’s Bush, for £147 for professional 
services rendered in respect of Glanford’s 
Stores, Ltd., of St. George’s-street, West- 
minster, of which Mr. Shine is a director. 

Defendant denied liability, contending 
that it was a term of plaintiff's employment 
that he should prepare plans and specifica- 
tions and obtain tenders on the basis that 
the whole scheme would be carried out at 
a cost not exceeding £2,000. 

His Lorpsuip, in his judgment, said de- 
fendant had a hardware shop and wanted 
a new shop front and extension of the rear 
of the premises. He had refused to pay 
plaintiff sums which, on the RIBA scale 
for abandoned work, on £2,000, amounted 
to £147. The question was whether the 
work done by plaintiff was reasonable com- 
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pliance with what he had set out to do. 
In his lordship’s view, when the work was 
commenced it was not possible to cut it 
down to £2,000 as_ stipulated by plaintiff. 
He was satisfied that if plaintiff had been 
able to get a builder to do the work for 
£2,000 he would have mentioned it in 
correspondence. 

Under these circumstances, it was clear 
it was a scheme which could not be carried 
out for £2,000. “As this was the rather 
unusual term of the contract, I regret to 
say the plaintiff is unable to recover in 
respect of his claim and the action fails,” 
concluded his lordship. 


TYNESIDE OVERSPILL 
New Town for Boldon 


DuRHAM COUNTY COUNCIL has approved 
proposals for development of a “new 
town” to receive “overspill” population 
from Jarrow and Hebburn. The site, which 
will be within the Boldon Urban District, 
will extend from Fellgate towards Hedworth 
village on the south side of the Newcastle 
to Sunderland railway line and southwards 
towards Boldon Colliery. 

The plan is to provide 2,000 houses and 
four schools to accommodate 6,220 persons 
and the estimated cost is about half a mil- 
lion pounds. The land is entirely agricul- 
ral and no demolitions will be necessary. 
In the Jarrow section, the land has been 
bought and the main sewer laid, so that 
house building may be expected to start next 
year. A co-ordinating committee of the 
three local authorities concerned, Jarrow 
Borough Council, Hebburn UDC and Bol- 
don UDC, has been set up. 


REVIEW OF THE RENT ACTS 


Call for Progressive Decontrol of 
Property 


SPEAKING at the annual luncheon of the 
Association of Land and Property Owners, 
in London, on May 2, the president, Lorp 
BUCKMASTER, said that the owner of 
property was clearly entitled to a just return 
on the capital which he had invested. He 
went on to refer to the “rigidly oppressive ” 
effects of the Rent Restriction Acts, and 
asked : “Will landlords in the future be 
able fully to maintain their property, and 
what contribution will property owners be 
able to make towards the provision of 
houses for letting which the public so sorely 
needs? Faced with ever rising costs, 
scarcity of suitable sites, an overloaded 
building industry and the credit squeeze, can 
we expect any result today comparable with 
the inter-war years? Is the municipalisa- 
tion of all houses not in owner occupation 
the sole solution? If not, is there any other 
alternative ?” 

As regards the promised review of the 
Rent Acts, he went on: “That this is 
sorely needed none can doubt, but we 
cannot go on adding pieces here and putting 
on patches there to existing legislation. It 
is essential that there should be not merely 
another Act but complete revision of the 
existing Acts and consolidation into a single 
Act in which the injustices and anomalies 
which pervade every part of the existing 
law should be abolished. The new Act 
should surely provide for progressive 
decontrol of property.” He hoped also that 
the new Act would abolish Rent Tribunals. 


H 








THE BUILDER 


The Builder Review of 





PLANT & MATERIALS 


WARM 
AIR 











The “ GasMiser”’ continuous convector gas 
fire marketed by Cannon (GA), Ltd., 4, Park- 
lane, W1, is claimed to be as cheap to operate 
as a coal fire. To prevent any heat loss by cold 
air passing through the flue and up the chimney, 
its convector system consists of totally-enclosed 
inner hot air jets insulated by secondary outer 
jets. An adjustment device enables the appliance 
to be burned at what is called ‘* miser rate 
minus ”’ overnight or at such times as the room is 
unoccupied. High heat output during short 
period burning can be obtained for use when the 
fire is first lit on a cold day, white the normal 
rate of operation is understood to maintain a 
room at a comfortable temperature. 


Lightweight Concrete 


LIGHTWEIGHT concrete that is new 
to this country, although it has been 
used for some time in Scandinavia, is “ Iso- 
crete ” made by the Isocrete Co., Ltd., 124, 
Victoria-street, SW1. The main fields of use 
are as in situ screeds on floors and roofs for 
heat and sound insulation; the insulation of 
hot water and heated fuel pipe lines; and 
the manufacture of structural and non-struc- 
tural building blocks, slabs and partition 
panels. 


“ Nuralite”’ 


A material which is the result of research 
by the British Uralite Company, is claimed 
as a substitute for lead in the laying of 
roofs. It is called “ Nuralite” and it is 
stated that it can be used in place of copper, 
lead or zinc. The material requires the 
same craftsmanship in application as these 


metals. It is to be produced by the Nuralite 
Co., Ltd., Whitehall-place, Gravesend, Kent. 


Mortar Plasticiser 


An improved mortar plasticiser is being 
marketed by the British Bitumen Emulsions 
Ltd., Dundee-road, Trading Estate, Slough, 
Bucks. Called “Plycomer” it has the 
advantage that lime does not need to be 
added to the mix. It has an increased 
resistance to frost, water absorption is 
reduced, there is less risk of shrinkage 
because renderings mature slowly; and 
sharp sand can be used for pointing work 
without loss of plasticity. Recommended 
uses include bricklaying and pointing, floor 
screeds and toppings and concrete flat roofs. 


Booklet on Tube Fittings 


A booklet has been published by ICI, 
Imperial Chemical House, Millbank. 
London, SWI, which describes the new 
“ Kuterlite” lightweight compression tube 
fittings which have just been introduced to 
the sales range of the Metals Division. 
Primarily intended for hot and cold water 
services and heating installations, the fittings 
also have applications in engineering for 
jointing tubes conveying oils and so on. 


Asbestos-based Roofing 


An asbestos based  mineral-surfaced 
roofing which is claimed to be practically 
imperishable and to offer a high degree of 
fire resistance is being introduced by the 
Ruberoid Co., Ltd., 1-19, New Oxford-street, 
WCI1. The roofing has a base of bitumen- 
impregnated asbestos fibre and is supplied 
in rolls 3 ft. wide containing 12 sq. yards. 


Mixing Valves 


An eight-page booklet dealing with the 
“Leonard” range of hot and cold water 
thermostatic mixing valves can now be 
obtained from Walker, Crossweller and Co., 
Ltd., of Cheltenham, Glos., which will pro- 
vide the reader with full information on their 
uses and applications, together with neces- 
sary data of sizes and capacities. 































TRADE NEWS 
Fireplace Export 
N_ 8-in.-wide-brick fireplace, mag by 
Claygate Fireplaces, Ltd., Claygat 
Surrey, is on its way to Canada for instal: 
tion in one of several architect-designy 
houses now being built by George Wimp; 
and Co., Ltd. Specially crated in nine se: 
tions, the fireplace is likely to be the fore 
runner of similar exports. 


Arc Welding of Aluminium 


The many electric arc welding process, 
applicable to aluminium are dealt with i: 
information bulletin No. 19, “ The Ar 
Welding of Aluminium,” published by th 
Aluminium Development Association, 33 
Grosvenor-street, W1. This is a bulletin « 
practice, and is not intended directly 
satisfy the needs of those concerned wit 
metallurgical principles. Of particu. 
interest to welding supervisors and designer 
will be the sections dealing with the selectio, 
of welding method and the disposition oj 
joints. 





* Lumenated ” Ceiling in Cinema 
g 


The first British cinema to install th! 
“ Lumenated ” ceiling architectural lightin 
system is the “Cinephone,” Bristol-stree, | 
Birmingham. It was supplied by Lumenate” 
Ceilings, Ltd., Alliance House, Caxton-stree: 
London, SW1. 


“GF.” Dumper Distributor 


The acquisition of sole distribution right 
for the George Fowell “ G.F.” Dumper ha! 
been acquired by Winget, Ltd, 24 
Grosvenor-gardens, SW1. Service and spare 
available from G.F. Plant and Service, Ltd, 
Middlemore-lane West, Aldridge, Staffs. 


Painting on All Surfaces 


i 

“The Architects’ Special Colour Range’! 
produced last year by Joseph Mason ani’ 
Co., Ltd., paint manufacturers, was favour 
ably received by architects, surveyors ani 
contractors. The same company has nov 
produced “Joseph Mason Painting Spe 
fications,” as a simple form of referen) 
compiled in collaboration with Samu} 
Morrison and Ptrs., AA.RIBA. Six group 
of representative surfaces commonly needin; 
paint treatment are featured compris 
plaster, cement (with brick and stone), metil 
wallboard, wood and others. Colour inde: 
ing has been used so that all groups at 
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During the rebuilding of tl 
London premises of tht) 
British Wagon Co. Lid,, it 
Grosvenor-crescent, the Wai} 
of the secondary stairwo),\ 
from the basement to le 
fifth floor, was panelled ‘0 
dado height with “Warerit 
wall panel in buff weavt 
manufactured by Bakelit, 
Limited, 12, Grosvenor 
gardens, SW1. _ The wo 
panels are _ self-supporiins 
and are held in place bi 
polished dark walnut fran 
The surface is easy to ket 
clean, and the use of tt 
material reduces mill: 
tenance and decoration costs 
The architects were Dys 
and Hebeler, FF.RIBA, '' 
Grosvenor-gardens, S Wi. 
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readily identified and each section contains 
a tabulated chart giving advice on pre-treat- 
ment and painting. The book also offers 
a simplified code system of preparing speci- 
fications for painting any surfaces. Copies 
from Joseph Mason and Co., Ltd., Notting- 
ham-road, Derby. 


Swedish Visitors 

Mr. J. B. Close, export sales manager of 
the Expanded Metal Co., Ltd., of London 
and West Hartlepool, accompanied by Mr. 
R. H. Owens, technical adviser on building, 
is now in Sweden at the invitation of Swed- 
ish building interests. The purpose of the 
yisit is to explain and advise on the various 
forms of expanded metal in building. 


« Houses into Homes ” 


A new booklet entitled “Houses into 
Homes ” is being introduced by Ascot, Ltd., 
North Circular- road, Neasden, NWI10, to 
representative gatherings of local authori- 
ties, architects and members of the building 
industry in main provincial centres through- 
out the country. The first reception, mark- 
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ing its publication, was held recently in 
Park-lane, London, the guests being wel- 
comed by the Earl of Limerick, GBE, KCB, 
DSO, chairman of Ascot, Ltd. The booklet 
provides complete up-to-date information 
about the Ascot water heating system and 
its suitability for improvement and conver- 
sion schemes. It includes fully documented 
case histories of installations as well as 
chapters covering technical data and the role 
of the Ascot technical and maintenance ser- 
vice. It is fully illustrated. 


Export Order for Roofing 

The local contractors of Ruberoid steel 
deck in Australia, Roof and Building Ser- 
vices, Pty. Ltd., are supplying the roofing 
for two new buildings being erected at 
Sydney. The buildings, designed by Mr. 
F. E. Feledy, ARIBA, ARIAA, are part of 
the British Motor Corporation’s plan to in- 
crease the Australian production of Austin 
and Nuffield vehicles. 


Overseas Tour 


As a result of the recent Middle East and 
African tour by Mr. Geoffrey E. Smith, 
chief sales engineer to Whitlock Bros. Ltd., 
Great Yeldham, Essex, substantial orders 
have been received for their Dinkum 
diggers and tractor trailers including 
hydraulic loaders and Dinkum diggers for 
the Egyptian Army. Latest order is one 
for £50,000 for hydraulic tipping platform 
trailers for Persia. 


Film on Roads 


A 16-mm. sound film in colour, called 
“Concrete for Roads,” has been produced 
by John Laing and Son, Ltd., which shows 
the latest techniques and mechanical plant 
which were used for the experimental sec- 
tion of concrete roadway laid as an exten- 
sion to the existing Oxton By-Pass, in 
Nottinghamshire. Copies free from 4 
Regent-street, SW1. 


Design Centre Wallpapers 

Wallpapers produced in the mills of the 
Wall Paper Manufacturers. Limited, 125, 
High Holborn, WC1, are being exhibited in 
the first selection of goods on display at the 
Design Centre, Haymarket, London. A 
selection of the firm’s hand-printed and 
machine-printed wallpapers is shown. 
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RECENT BRITISH 
TRADE MARKS 


HE following particulars, which are ex- 

tracts from the Trade Marks Journal, 

are reproduced with the permission of the 

Controller of HM Stationery Office. The 

Trade Marks Journal can be obtained from 
the Patent Office, annual subscription £5. 

BONDASTIK: B732314. Adhesives for tiles and 


the like. B.B. Chemical Co., Ltd., Ulverscroft- 
rd., Leicester. 
THIXITE: 745339. Paints, varnishes (other 


than insulating varnish), painters’ colours, dis- 
tempers and japans. British Paints, Ltd., 
Britannic Works, Portland-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

_ ABERLUX: 746916. Paints, varnishes, enamels, 
japans, lacquers, driers and wood preservatives. 
Pinchin Johnson & Associates, Ltd., 4, Carlton- 
gdns., SWI. 

Omnia: 743734. Building parts (not of metal). 
Rheinbau = G.m.b.H., 3, Alexandra'strasse, 
Mainz/ Rhein, Germany. 

CENO: 744611. Shaped sections and fittings 
all of common metal. Ernest Cvikl, 6a, 
Gaustrasse, Kaiserslautern, Germany. 

Ivopec: 747191.  Distempers and water 
paints. Ivo-Mut: 747194. Emulsion paints. 
Johnson Brothers, Ltd., 328, Wincolmlee, Hull. 

DuPALex: 746582. Dupatco: 746583. Paints, 
varnishes, preservatives against rust and de- 
terioration of wood. Dupal, Ltd., Dupal Works, 
Watling-st., Dunstable, Beds. 

Ivo-LacQUER: 747193. Lacquers (in the nature 


of paint). Johnson Brothers, Ltd., 328, Win- 
colmlee, Hull. 
CANTILE: 747492. Paint. Dohm, Ltd., 167, 


Victoria-st., London, SWI. 

TORSHEAR: 747922. Spanners and wrenches. 
North Bar Tool Co., Ltd., North Bar, Banbury, 
Oxon. 

MacTITE: 738190. Bituminous roofing felts. 
Frank B. Price & Co. (Roofings), Ltd., 13, 
Grant-st., Glasgow. 

PERFTEX: 744321. Non-metallic bricks. B. 
Whitaker & Sons, Ltd., St. Stephen's House, 
Victoria-embankment, London, SW1. 

REDCRAFT: 747224. Plywood. L. Keizer & 
Co., Ltd., 66/72, St. Anne-st., Liverpool, 3. 

Pam: 746042. Asphalt, pitch and tar, and 
preparations included in Class 19. Steenkolen- 
handelsvereeniging NV., Rijnkade 1, Utrecht, 
Netherlands. 

QuitcasT: 747236. Terrazzo partitioning. A. 
Quiligotti & Co., Ltd., Milton-st. Works, Ply- 
mouth-gr., Manchester, 13. 

CHEMIBAR: 745478. Paints, varnishes (other 
than insulating varnish), enamels (in the nature 
of paint) and lacquers. Mander Brothers, Ltd., 
St. John’s-st., Wolverhampton, Staffs. 

ULTRALENE: 746090. Paints, enamels (in the 
nature of paint) and lacquers. Walter Carson & 
Sons, Ltd., Grove Works, Lombard-rd., London, 
SWI11. 

Mipas: 746912. Metal foil for use by painters 
and decorators. Ludwig William Muller, 22, 
Fitzroy-st., London, W1. 

FERROMOR: 747381. Cutting oils. Manchester 
Oil Refinery (Holdings), Ltd., Twining-rd. Man- 
chester, 17. 

Prospect: 748908. Metal windows and metal 
doors. East & Son, Ltd., Berkhamsted, Herts. 

NorToN ABRASIVES: 723621. Abrasive, 
sharpening and polishing wheels, blocks and 
stones, all being parts of or for use with 
machines; and nozzles for sand blasting and 
the like machines. Norton Grinding Wheel Co., 
Ltd., Bridge-rd. East, Welwyn Garden City, 
Herts. 

DEDLOCK: B736782. Milling cutters, chucks 
and shanks all being for use in machine tools. 
Clarkson (Engineers), Ltd., King Edward-rd., 
Nuneaton, Warwickshire. 

ZEPHYR: 749044, Sanitary installations, 
water-closets, water-closet cisterns and closet 
seats. Hawkhead Bray & Son, Ltd., Phoebe-la. 
Mills, Phoebe-la., Halifax. 

PANELYTE: B746623. Sheets, panels and 
boards, all made from laminates of fibrous 
materials bonded with plastics and all for use 
in building construction. St, Regis Paper Co., 
230, Park-ave., New York, 17, USA. 

RETREX: 747430. Devices (not wholly or prin- 
cipally of metal) for moulding cavities in cast or 
moulded structures in the course of erection. 
Societe Procedes Speciaux et Travaux, 54, 
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Avenue de la Motte Picquet, Paris, France. 

Prospect: 748909. Windows and doors, none 
wholly or principally of metal. East & Son, 
Ltd., Berkhamsted, Herts. 

KEWRCEM: 748395. Chemical preparations for 
addition to cement to delay its setting. Berry 
on & Co., Ltd., Field-hse., Breams-bldgs., 

TAFFETA: 748861. TAFFKOTE: 748862. TAFF- 


SEAL: 748863. TAFFTITE: 748864. All goods 
included in class 2 (paints, varnishes, etc.). 
Pearl Varnish Co., Ltd., Treforest Trading 


Estate, Pontypridd, Glam. 

Naco:. 737545. Metal window frames, metal 
window fittings and buildings being fixed metal 
structures. N. V. Appleton Pty., Ltd., Gerler- 
rd., Hendra, Queensland, Australia. 

ERMA-BuRNDY: 748375. Hand tools and hand 
Erma, Ltd., 


implements included in class 8. 
Grounds, 


Hong Kong Works, Exhibition 
Wembley, Middlesex. 

QUILFERRO: 747238. Tiles made of mixtures 
of non-metallic materials and steel clippings. A. 
Quiligotti & Co., Ltd., Milton-street Works, 
Plymouth-grove, Manchester, 13. 

PERMAGLASS: 748168. Building materials and 
parts of buildings included in class 19, all made 
of glass fibre bonded with synthetic resin. 
Permali, Ltd., 125, Bristol-rd., Gloucester. _ 

Duptt-CoLtor: 749524. Ready-mixed paints. 
Dupli-Color Products Co., Inc., 2440, South 
Michigan-ave., Chicago, USA. 

GUIDEMASTER: 749198. Paints, 
colouring matters, enamels and 
Universal Highways, Ltd., Stanwell 
Town-la., Stanwell, Middlesex. : 

FERMATEL: 749739. Paints, varnishes, 
painters’ colours, distempers, japans, lacquers, 
paint and varnish driers and wood stains. 
Alexander Fergusson & Co., 50, Ruchill-st., 
Maryhill, Glasgow. : 

Ruscon: 749893. Rust-removing prepara- 
tions. Bitulac, Ltd., Collingwood-bldgs., Colling- 
wood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne.. 5 

Aspta: 745090. Wall linings, floor-making 
materials, tiles and panellings, none being of 
metal; and plaster. Societe Expansion, 99, 
Boulevard de Port-Royal, Paris, 14e, France. 

PHOENIX: 748065. Timber (other than unsawn 
timber). building boards and building materials 
of wood. The Phoenix Timber Co., Ltd., 70/74, 
City-rd., London, EC1. 


varnishes, 
distempers. 
Lodge, 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. CuHartes J. Kinc, BSc, AMIEE, is now 
appointed to the position of Midlands area man- 
ager of Lumenated Ceilings, Ltd. He can be 
contacted through the Birmingham Engineering 
Centre and Exchange, Stephenson-place, Bir- 
mingham. (Tel.: Birmingham Midland 1914.) 

Mr. Cecit W. STIMPSON, manager of the 
stores and packing department of J. W. & C. J. 
Phillips, Ltd., Pomeroy-street, New Cross, SE14, 
was recently presented with a television set by 
the directors, in appreciation of the completion 
of 50 years’ service with the company. 

Expandite, Ltd., Chase-road, London, NW10, 
announce that Mr. JoHN MASTERSON, technical 
representative, will be leaving on May 31 for a 
tour of East Africa and Rhodesia. He may be 
contacted by letter at the Cemmercial Secre- 
tary’s Office, Trade Commission, Nairobi, 
which will be his main base during the tour. 





Advisory Leaflets for Builders 

Two new advisory leaflets, prepared by 
the Technical Information Service of the 
Ministry of Works, have been published 
by HM Stationery Office. They are No. 37 
Emulsion Paint and No. 38 Lightweight 
Concrete in the series of leaflets designed 
to help the small builder, foreman and 
craftsman to keep abreast of modern de- 
velopments in the industry. 


Federation Year Book 


The London Region of the Federation 
of Master Builders has published its year 
book for 1956. The book has over 450 pages, 
which list among many details the activities 
of the region, details about pay, technical 
information, details about technical educa- 
tion, and a full list of members. 
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EASTBOURNE DEVELOPMENT 


Educational, Residential and Industrial Construction 


By a Special Correspondent 


QNE of the things that impresses most 

when visiting the pleasant coastal town 
of Eastbourne is the amount of construction 
work going on and being planned for the 
future. 


A quick tour of the main areas of the 
town and an informative discussion with 
officials of the Architect’s Department soon 
brought to light a number of very interest- 
ing schemes which are being drawn up under 
the supervision of Mr. Raymond Williams, 
the Borough Engineer and Chief Architect. 


At Langney village, for example, in the 
eastern part of the town, where 500 houses 
and flats have already been built, a further 
group of 62 flats is to be commenced shortly 
which will complete this development. When 
this is done the total cost of the scheme will 
be around £1,000,000. Much building work 
is also planned for the Ocklynge estate 
where at present 136 dwellings are under 
construction. An old persons’ block is to 
be erected, a shopping block, and over 100 
flats. 


Educational facilities are one of the main 
features of Eastbourne’s present building 
plans. It is an imposing achievement for 
such a small town. Nearly £600,000 is to 
be spent on a six- to 10-year scheme to build 
a College of Further Education. The first 
part of this project will be out to tender 
next year. It will be for a group of build- 
ings and workshop facilities. A modern 
grammar school is planned for next year at 
a cost of £160,000. This is a 2- to 3-year 
scheme. The buildings will be erected in 
King’s-drive. 


One of the 16 houses in Regency style, designed by 
Mr. H. Hubbard Ford, FRIBA, situated within the 
walled grounds of the former Holywell Priory, Eastbourne. 





Buildings are also to be started for the 
Teachers’ Training College and the Chelsea 
College of Physical Education. Both are 
situated in the well-known Meads area. 
Included in these plans are a new gym- 
nasium, a large hostel block, a new college 
hall, dining hall, and kitchens. Building is 
to commence as soon as possible on the new 
Central Library which will go up on the 
site of the bombed building and it will cost 
about £100,000. Some time in the future 
a new art school is to be built as well. 


One of the most interesting developments 
in Eastbourne is the Brampton Road Trad- 
ing Estate, where a number of factories are 
to be built. This is something quite new 
for a town which has virtually devoted its 
entire industry to the task of making 
holidaymakers comfortable. Already the 
American pharmaceuticals firm of Armours 
have an imposing and ultra-modern plant 
on the site. Designed by a local architect, 
Mr. H. Hubbard Ford, FRIBA, this factory, 
I understand, is the last word in simplicity 
and hygiene. Covering an area of 48,000 
sq. ft. and costing £200,000, it is fully air- 
conditioned. In the sterile areas, the air 
intake is treated by ultra-violet. 


During an interview with Mr. Hubbard 
Ford I learned that his office is dealing with 
a great deal of private building in the town. 
On the same estate, he is designing a £75,000 
button factory for Lazarus of London. It 
will cover an area of 25,000 sq. ft. 


One of his most interesting projects, I 
feel sure, is the Regency development 
scheme of 16 houses which he has drawn 
up for Captsin Ralph de Besso. 
an interested amateur of 
Regency design and decor. 
Costing between £5,750 and 
£7,750, these houses are situ- 
ated in Holywell Close in the 
fashionable Meads area, within 
the walled grounds of the 
former Holywell Priory. Their 
elegance is expressed in grace- 
ful archways that are a theme 


of the interior design. Luxury 
and refinement are evident 
everywhere, and _ painstaking 


attention to detail is revealed 
in many ways, both in beauty 
of design and in the practical 
labour-saving sense. 

In the Willingdon suburb of 
the town, Mr. Hubbard Ford is 
acting as surveyor for the 
development of the 200-acre 
Chatfield Estate. He will also 
ve responsible for most of the 
building that is to take place 
here. Houses, flats, a church, 
and other buildings for social 
amenities, will be erected dur- 
ing the next seven years which 
will eventually turn this area 
into a_ self-contained com- 
munity of 2,500 persons. 

During the next ten years 
Eastbourne will expand beyond 
her present boundaries. 


May 18 1956 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Steel Production 

Steel production in April was at the Tate 
of 421,100 tons a week, as against 393,34 
tons in April, 1955. Gross deliveries during 
the first quarter of the year from UK Pro- 
duction included, at a weekly average jp 
thousand tons: heavy sections, 51.7 (593 
same quarter last year); light sections, 5g) 
(52.0 last year); and ferro-concrete bars, 78 
(6.9 fast year). 


Stabilised Soil 


The Soil Engineering and Contracting 
Co., Ltd., informs us that they are preparing 
a full technical report on the experimental 
construction of foundations of stabilised 
soil for 110 dwellings on the Stourport-op. 
Severn UDC’s Walshes Farm estate, which 
they hope to issue within the next few weeks, 
from 54, Victoria-street, S.W.1. An interim 
report appeared in our issue of May 4, 


Visit to Spain 

A delegation from the Eastern Federation 
of Building Trades Employers left London 
on May 16 for a visit to Spain. During the 
visit a message of greeting will be given to 
the presidents of building associations at 





eS 


Madrid and Barcelona from Mr. Norman | 


Longley, president of the 
Federation of Building and Public Works, 


Liverpool College of Building 

Liverpool is to be established as a train- 
ing centre for highly qualified technologists, 
for the Government has approved a scheme 
to up-grade the Liverpool College of Build 
ing to become a college of advanced tech- 
nology. The Corporation has been pro- 
mised a £700,000 share of the £15m. tech- 
nical college building programme for 
1957-58. 


BRS Note on Building Films 


The Building Research Station has put- 
lished Note No. A 54, which gives a list of 
29 films which were viewed at the BRS from 
January to December, 1955, with a sum 


International | 


mary of contents, running time, addresses 
of distributors, names of sponsors and dates | 


of production when known. The note can 
be obtained from the BRS at Garston, Wat 
ford, Herts. 


Slate Quarrying, North Wales 


Prospects for the slate-quarrying industry 
in North Wales are said to be very good. 
This was emphasised recently by the owners 
of the Aberllefenni Slate and Slab Quarry. 
A director of the company appealed to 
young men to enter the industry. 


Aluminium Development Meeting 


At the annual general meeting of the 
Aluminium Development Association, held 
at 33 Grosvenor-street, London, WI, on 


-% 


foe 


April 20, the retiring president, Dr. H.W. | 


Clarke, presided and introduced the report 
for 1955. The Hon. Geoffrey Cunliffe, 
deputy chairman and joint managing direc- 
tor of the British Aluminium Co. Ltd., was 
elected president of the Association for the 
ensuing year, and the new vice-president of 
the Association is Mr. Spence Sanders. 
Mr. J. H. Mayes was appointed chairman of 
the Executive Committee in succession (0 
Mr. Harold Goodwin who had completed 
two years in that office. 
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LCC 
Living in High Flats 


T° assist the London County Council’s 
housing committee and its architect and 
director of housing in considering the plan- 
ning and design of housing estates, a survey 
was recently carried out among tenants liv- 
ing in 8- to 11-storey flats on LCC and other 
estates in London, with the object of obtain- 
jng at first hand their opinions on the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of living in the 
high blocks of flats which are becoming a 
familiar feature of current housing schemes. 
The results of the survey are briefly as 
follows : — 

The views of natural scenery or well- 
known public buildings, the cleaner air, in- 
creased light and sunshine, and feeling of 
space and openness were among the advan- 
tages most appreciated by the tenants of Sth 
to 11th floors, 90 per cent. of whom liked 
living high and would not choose to live on 
alower floor. Twenty-eight per cent. would 
have liked a higher floor, the top floor being 
preferred. 

Ground- and first-floor flats are usually 
allocated to families with young children or 
to people who cannot manage stairs or are 
allergic to heights. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that only some 12 per cent. of 
tenants living below the Sth floor expressed 
a preference for a higher floor. 

Disadvantages are mainly felt by families 
with children under 10 years old, most of 
whom prefer a lower floor for convenience 
and a sense of greater safety. Draughts, 
particularly from ventilators, windy access 
balconies and open lift halls and a feeling 
of isolation were among other disadvantages 
mentioned by a few tenants. Breakdown of 
the lift, where there is only one, can cause 
serious inconvenience. Noise made by 
tenants overhead was a source of criticism, 
and a major factor in the popularity of the 
top floor. 

So far as the Council’s own housing is 
concerned, the views expressed by the tenants 
living in high blocks have been taken into 
account in current designs: fixed ventilators 
have been eliminated, access balconies are 
being replaced by access corridors, duplicate 
lifts are provided for buildings more than 
eight storeys in height, and additional atten- 
tion paid to the insulation of floors against 
the transmission of noise. Point blocks all 
have enclosed lift halls. 

The survey indicated that the advantages 
of living in high flats were felt to the fullest 
extent by tenants living on the higher floors, 
but a large proportion of flat dwellers would 
prefer a house and garden. The Council’s 
policy is to provide houses rather than flats 
and this policy has been fully implemented 
on its out-county estates. But there are 
severe practical limitations to carrying out 
the policy inside the County of London. 
Thus, about a third of the 92,000 homes pro- 
vided by the LCC since the war are flats. A 
number of 11-storey blocks of flats are al- 
ready in occupation or being built; and 15- 
and 19-storey blocks of flats and maisonettes 


have been approved for erection in the near 
future. 


Slum Clearance Programme, 
1955-60 
THE SLUM CLEARANCE programme for 
1955-60 reported to the LCC by the housing 
committee in November, 1955, has now been 
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approved by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government. The proposals, which 
were submitted for each metropolitan 
borough jointly by the Council and the 
borough council concerned involve the clear- 
ance of 20,947 houses, of which 13,281 are 
to be dealt with by the LCC over a period of 
seven to eight years, subject to the necessary 
rehousing accommodation becoming avail- 
able, and 7,666 by the borough councils. 

During the current year the housing com- 
mittee hope to recommend the Council to 
declare clearance areas containing some 
3,000 houses (including those in added lands) 
and to submit for confirmation about 45 
compulsory purchase orders affecting some 
2,500 ‘houses. 

Once again the committee emphasise the 
need for wide publicity for slum clearance 
schemes so that intending house purchasers 
do not buy houses likely to be included in 
clearance operations. 


BRITISH STANDARD 


Revision Sheets for BS Building 
Handbook 


WHEN BS Handbook No. 3 “ Building 
Materials and Components for Housing ” 
was issued in its revised loose-leaf form in 
November last, it was stated that packets of 
additional and revision sheets would be 
issued periodically to permit of keeping the 
contents up to date. 

The first packet of addendum sheets, price 
15s., will be available on May 23 and con- 
tains 79 sheets. The sheets cover sum- 
maries of eight BS not previously included 
in the volume and the remaining sheets take 
account of revised British Standards and 
corrections to published summaries, together 
with up-to-date contents and indéx sheets. 
The information has been corrected up to 
March 1, 1956. 

All copies of the Handbook itself distri- 
buted by BSI after May 23, 1956, at the 
normal price of £3 10s. Od., will contain 
the new and replacement sheets. 


BUILDING BOARD 
EXPANSION 
Plans for Doubling Home Production 


AT THE annual general meeting of the 
Building Board Manufacturers’ Association, 
Ltd., held in London on May 9, Mr. Cedric 
Ford was unanimously re-elected chairman 
for the third successive year. Mr. Frank 
Morley was re-elected vice-chairman and 
Mr. G. H. Peters, hon. treasurer. 

In his annual report Mr. Forb said that 
the hope he had expressed at last year’s 
meeting, namely, that a more cautious import 
policy would be pursued during 1955, had 
not materialised. Trading conditions had 
grown steadily worse since freedom of im- 
ports was granted and the high level of stocks 
in the country had resulted in some un- 
economic selling prices, thus tending to un- 
dermine the stability of the market. 

Nevertheless, the confidence the home 
mills had in the future of the industry, Mr. 
Ford continued, was amply illustrated by 
the fact that many of the mills were in the 
process of installing new plants and 
modernising existing ones which, when com- 
pleted, would increase the present produc- 
tion capacity by over 100 per cent. 
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LONDON’S SEWAGE 
DISPOSAL 
Extension of Outfall Works 


HE Rivers and Drainage Committee 
have from time to time submitted pro- 
posals to the London County Council for 
the execution of works for improving the 
sewage effluents at the Northern Outfall 
Works, Beckton, Essex, and the Southern 
Outfall Works at Crossness, Erith, Kent. 
These proposals have been made to bring 
the main drainage system in line with the 
general rate of development. 

The LCC is now to construct sewage 
treatment works as ani extension to the 
Southern Outfall Works at Crossness, Erith. 
The new works will treat, to an adequate 
standard, the whole flow from that part of 
the County which lies to the south of the 
Thames and has a population of about 
1,600,000. 

The full programme for the Southern 
Outfall Works now provides for giving 
primary treatment to the whole of the dry 
weather flow, plus about five times this 
volume of storm water, and for full second- 
ary treatment to be given to 72 million 
gallons of flow a day instead of to 60 
million gallons as originally proposed. 

New primary sedimentation tanks, and 
new detritus channels and screens, for deal- 
ing with the maximum flow reaching the 
works, will be constructed and the existing 
sedimentation channels will be modified to 
serve as storm water tanks. In addition 
there will be provisions for sludge digestion, 
a power house, a new jetty for the use of 
sludge disposal vessels, a reclamation scheme 
for the improvement of the river front, and 
various improvements of the existing works. 
New offices, scientific laboratories and other 
buildings will be erected. 

The primary sedimentation tanks, sixteen 
in number, will be of the rectangular type 
arranged for de-sludging by travelling 
scraper. These will be followed by surface 
aeration units incorporating the latest modi- 
fications in machinery and fed so as to 
permit stepped aeration and re-aeration of 
activated sludge. They will discharge to 
thirty-two circular final sedimentation tanks 
of 113 feet diameter provided with sludging 
mechanisms. 

The sludge digestion plant will consist of 
sixteen primary digestion tanks of 80 feet 
diameter each having a floating gasholder 
roof and its own heating and circulating 
units; and eight circular secondary digestion 
tanks of 120 feet diameter. It is estimated 
that 14 million cubic feet per day of gas 
will be produced by the digestion process; 
this will be utilised for production of power 
for use on the works. 

The estimated cost of the whole scheme 
is £9,750,000. The work is expected to be 
completed in seven years’ time. 

All the main contracts for the extensions 
at the Northern Outfall Works at Beckton 
have now been let and it is expected that 
this work will be substantially complete by 
1958. The cost is expected to be about £8m. 

The total cost of developments directed 
towards the improvement of the sewage 
effluent from the 179 square miles of the 
London main drainage area, both north and 
south of the Thames, is about £18m. Both 
projects will effect a material improvement 
in the condition of the Thames. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 





From Our Own Correspondents 


BRAZIL.—Representatives of the Farben- 
fabriken Bayer of Leverkusen have 
announced that the company will build four 
new factories at Belfort Roxo, near Rio de 
Janeiro. . . . The Westinghouse Air Brake 
Company is considering setting up a factory 
for air brakes and signalling equipment. . . . 
The W. R. Grace Company is to invest $1m. 
in association with a Brazilian firm in a fac- 
tory to produce permanent magnets for the 
South American market. 

The Empresas Eletricas Brasileiras group 
of power and public utility companies, the 
Brazilian subsidiaries of the American and 
Foreign Power Company, have submitted 
their expansion programme for the period 
1956/1961 to the Brazilian Government. 
The aim of this programme is to increase 
the generating and distributing capacity of 
eight of the group’s companies by 410,000 
kilowatts. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA.—A _ luxury 
hotel is to be erected in Mombasa at a cost 
of £450,000. This will probably be the 
largest and most up-to-date hotel in East 
and Central Africa. The Mombasa 
Authorities can be approached about this 
project. Work has begun on the 
development of a new industrial area and 
marshalling yards at Mombasa, one of the 
largest development schemes envisaged for 
the area. The project is to be completed in 
about two years’ time. 

A detailed examination is now being made 
of possible sites for a second hydro-electric 
station in the 19-mile stretch of the Nile 
below the Owen Falls Dam. The Chairman 
of the Uganda Electricity Board stated 
recently that surveys had indicated a poten- 
tial output of 500,000 kilowatts, generated 
perhaps by a series of three dams. He 
thought demand for power would exceed 
the output of the Owen Falls by 1964-65 
which indicated the need to start work ona 
new scheme before 1960. . . . A five-year 
plan costing £350,000 to supply a wide area 
of Busoga has been ‘announced by the 
Uganda Electricity Board as well. 

The adoption of the Tanganyika Develop- 
ment Plan for 1955-60 has been approved 
by the Legislative Council. The plan 
envisages capital expenditure of £25,848,667 
during the five years to June 30, 1960, classi- 
fied as follows: African housing—£970,000; 
public buildings—£1,950,000; electricity— 
£2m.; urban development—£3,215,000; and 
communications—£7,470,000. The remainder 
is being spent on social services and 
development of natural resources. 


GREECE.—It has been reported that a 
New York group has decided to invest in 
the construction of a large luxury hotel in 
Athens to cost about £2m... . It has also 
been announced that a factory is to be estab- 
lished at a cost of over £2m. for processing 
asbestos. Concerned in this venture is the 
Kenecot Company and the Greek Govern- 
ment. . . . Dutch shipbuilding experts are 
known to be interested in the construction 
of a ship repair yard at Scaramanga, near 
Piraeus, at an estimated cost of about £4m. 
The ship-owner Niarchos is connected with 
the plan. So is the Economic Development 
Finance Corporation. — 

The Investments Board of the Ministry of 
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Co-ordination has approved the sum of 
£100,000 for the construction of a dam at 
Amphiklia for the irrigation of a large area. 
. . . Two Athens businessmen have offered 
a substantial sum of money and a suitable 
site for an hotel on the island of Andros 
which has not yet been developed as a 
tourist centre. The Greek Tourist Organisa- 
tion is known to be enthusiastic about this 
scheme. 


INDONESIA.—Plans are being drawn up 
for the construction of a number of reser- 
voirs. Two are to be built at Sempor and 
Penggaran, in Central Java, for the improve- 
ment of irrigation. Djakarta Municipality 
has drawn up a plan for a large reservoir 
near Pasar Ikan as a flood relief scheme at 
an estimated cost of £750,000. . . . A textile 
mill is to be built at Surabaya by Ratetex, 
Ltd., at a cost of over £1m. It is expected 
to be ready in 1957. 

Paper mills are projected at Klaten and 


Ramipudiji. Despite the present 
doldrums of the glass-making industry 
owing to foreign competition, several 


new glass-plants are under construction 
or projected including a scheme of 
N. V. Sunjaro, in East Java, to cost £200,000. 
. .. The state-owned film company PEN is 
building a new central film laboratory at 
Polonia, Djakarta, with a new power station. 
It will cost about £350,000. . . . The harbour 
authorities at Surabaya are repairing ware- 
houses, roads, the dock-side and harbour 
offices at an estimated cost of £220,000. A 
further £320,000 is to be spent on the re- 
placement of three wooden warehouses by a 
steel one. 

For 1956, the public works authorities 
have drafted an “urgency” programme. 
Twelve thousand km. of roads need repair 
of which 2,000 km. are in Java alone. A 
sum of over £2m. has been earmarked. 


JAMAICA.—A £500,000 hotel is to be 
built on the North Coast, Jamaica. The 
hotel, to be known as the Arawak Hotel, 
Mames Bay, Ocho Rios, will have 125 
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rooms. It is to be ready some time nex 
year... . A modern factory és to be built 
at Hanover, Jamaica, for the manufacture of 
garments, while another factory for the 
manufacture of buttons is to be built at 
Morant Bay, which is about 30 miles from 
Kingston. 

MEXICO.—A fertiliser plant is to be con- 
structed in Monclova, Coahuila. The egtj- 
mated cost of the plant is about £44m. . ,. 
An ammonia plant for the production of 
fertilisers is to be built in Guaymas, Sonora 
by the local firm Pertoquimica SA. The 
plant will cost about £2m. and is to be ready 
by the beginning of 1958. . . . An insecticide 
plant is to be built at Tampico, Tamaulipas, 
at a cost of £2m. 

Krupps, of Germany, are said to be ex- 
amining the possibilities of installing a fac- 
tory for the manufacture of agricultural im- 
plements. It is thought possible that the fac- 
tory will be located in the industrial city of 
Irolo, State of Hidalgo. . . . The Director 
General of Petroleos Mexicanos has stated 
that there are plans in hand for the getting 
up of eatalytic cracking plants in Azcapot- 
zalco and Salamanca. The refinery at 
Ciudad Madero in the State of Tamulipas is 
to be modernised and the Poza Rica refinery 
is to be extended. In addition a gas absorp- 
tion plant is to be erected in Ciudad Pemex 
in the State of Tabasco. 

PERU.—A cement plant is to be con- 
structed at Tarma, in the central sierra 
region of Peru, by a newly formed company 
known as Cemento Andino SA, with finaa- 
cial backing from two New York invest- 
ment bankers, Lehman Brothers and 
Lazard Freres and Co., and from Peruvian 
capital. The annual capacity will be 
495,000 barrels. Hydro-electric works are 
to be installed in connection with the new 
plant. A further cement plant may be built 
in Southern Peru by a subsidiary company 
of the Compania de Cemento, Chilca, SA. 


Briquette Factories, Australia 


*The State Electricity Commission of Vic- 
toria is inviting tenders for the complete erec- 
tion of processing plant for two briquette 
factories excluding buildings, each of 2,100 
tons daily capacity, at Morwell Power 
Station and briquetting works, Victoria. 
(Tel.: Chancery 4411, ext. 738 or 771, ref. 
no ESB/12344/56.) 


Windsor Field, Nassau 

*About £500,000 is to be spent on new 
facilities including terminal buildings at 
Windsor Field, a former RAF station a few 
miles from Nassau, Bahamas, which is to 
become the colony’s main airport. (Tel.: 
Trafalgar 8855, ext. 2351, ref. no. 
CRE/12769/54.) 


Plant, Western Australia 

*Bell Bros. Pty., Ltd., 117, Swan-street, 
Guildford, Western Australia, are interested 
in representing in Western Australia UK 
manufacturers of a small bitumen surfacing 
machine of about 20 tons per hour capacity; 
ball and roller bearings for automotive and 


industrial use; and fork lift trucks. Tel.: 
Chancery 4411, ext. 776, ref. 10. 
ESB/11174/56.) 








* From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. The telephone n 
and extension at the end of the paragraphs 
relate to the department of the Export Service 
Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WC1, 
where further information can be obtained. 
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Edinburgh Building 


IN the ~ year Edinburgh Dean of Guild 
Court has dealt with building work 
worth £11,221,770 it was stated recently. 
This is the largest figure ever to be regis- 
tered, and an increase of 60 per cent. over 
the past two years. 

Included in the amount of work dealt 
with by the Court during the year were 
1,663 self-contained houses worth 
£3,284,880, 707 tenements worth £1,199,910, 
12 petitions for public industrial, and other 
buildings worth £4,176,350, and 864 
garages worth £223,665. In the case of 
housing the value of the work passing 
through the Court had increased by 
£1,078,962, and in the case of public, 
industrial, and other buildings by 
£3,166,355. 





New Glasgow Trades College 

Tue Scottish Department of Education 
has approved plans prepared by Messrs. 
Wylie, Shanks and Wylie, of Glasgow, for 
a 15-storey trades college, in Glasgow. The 
new building will occupy a rising site, 
bounded by Cathedral-street, North 
Hanover-street and North Frederick-street, 
and wili rehouse the existing Stow College 
of Building and Stow College of Printing. 

A feature of the new 15-storey building 
will be two walls made entirely of glass. The 
building will be air-conditioned throughout 
and will have a penthouse gymnasium. 
Accommodation is being provided for some 
3,000 students with the building section 
accommodated on the lower floors and the 
printing work on the upper floors of the 
school, which will dominate the centre of 
Glasgow. 


“ American Type” Houses 
Proposal 

A proposal has been mooted for the con- 
struction in Edinburgh of the first Rae 
“American type’? house. B.C. Rae and 
Co., of Edinburgh, have acquired a site on 
the Braid Hills, Edinburgh, and are await- 
ing approval to proceed with the first build- 
ing of its type in this country. A thousand 
of these houses have been erected in New 
Jersey, a four-apartment house costing 
£2,900 and a five-apartment £3,500. Con- 
struction takes approximately three months. 
A feature of the design is the use of central 
heating by gas with a filtered ducted air 
system. The gas furnace also incorporates 
the hot water system and the house tempera- 
ture is thermostatically controlled. 


Quarterly Housing Figures 

IN the first quarter of this year 6,698 new 
houses were completed in Scotland, the 
lowest figure for this period since 1952. This 
compares with 8,142 completed in the first 
quarter of 1955. On the other hand, the 
number of houses under construction at the 
end of March was 37,904 compared with 
36,062 at the same time last year. These 
figures are contained in the quarterly housing 
return of the Department of Health for Scot- 
land, published by HM Stationery Office, 
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price one shilling. The return shows that 
local authorities completed 4,314 new houses 
during this period and 29,143 were under 
construction. Houses completed by the Scot- 
tish Special Housing Association totalled 974, 
compared with 1,363 in the first quarter last 
year. 


Development Plans Approved 


THE Secretary of State for Scotland has 
approved development plans for the Burgh 
of Dumbarton and for the Kirkintilloch area 
of Dunbartonshire. 

The main features of the Dumbarton 
Burgh plan are proposals for the im- 
provement and re-alignment of trunk road 
A82 which by-passes the town centre, and 
for the construction of 2 new road and road 
bridge over the River Leven. Other pro- 
posals in the plan provide for four new 
primary schools and for additional land for 
industry. 


Rates and New Towns 


THE East Kilbride Development Cor- 
poration has sent a memorandum tto all 
Scottish members of the Government and 
Scottish MPs, requesting them to support 
an amendment of Clause 15 of the Valua- 
tion and Rating (Scotland) Bill now being 
considered by the Scottish Grand Com- 
mittee. The memorandum is endorsed by 
the Glenrothes Development Corporation. 

If the Bill goes through in its present 
form, states the memorandum, it will mean 
that new town tenants in East Kilbride will 
pay £71 12s. 4d. a year in rent and rates 
for a four-apartment house, whereas the 
tenant of a County Council house in East 
Kilbride or elsewhere in Lanarkshire will 
pay £39 4s. Sd. The Development Corpora- 
tion claim the new town houses should be 
valued at the same rental as County Council 
houses during the “refrigeration” period 
1957 /61-2. 











UNITONE 


(REGD. TRADE MARK) 


ACOUSTILES 


UNITON LIMITED 


Acoustic and Insulation Division 


25 Coptic St., New Oxford St., London, W.C.1 
LANgham 5736 and MUSeum 7460 
Sole Distributors for Scotland: 
CHARLES TENNANT & CO. LTD., 

22 Blythswood Square, Glasgow, C.2 
Tel.: Central 2291/5 
Sole Distributors for Northern Ireland: 
CHARLES TENNANT & CO. (N. Ireland) LTD., 
P.0. Box 72, 94 Royal Avenue, Belfast. 
Tel.: 26256 (5 lines) Belfast 


565 








SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


{OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 16, 1956. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s. 34d.; Labourers 3s. 9d. 
For apprentices, the rates are : 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
s. d. 
Ist a re oa ae 47 24 
2nd OF a <a 62 114 
3rd Fae a os an 94 5 
4th um oa .. 66% 125 10} 
5th 75 141 7} 


For Cia on ‘the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations o end of s. d. 
probationary period) ay , ee 
Operatives on labouring operations (a 
end of probationary period) ae 3 St 








NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans in hand for one-, two- and 
three-storey blocks of flats, and 12 houses at 
Summerfield. A: George M. Keith (F), Plan- 
ning & Architectural Dept., Broad-st, 
Aberdeen. 

Ayrshire.—Plans prepared for housing scheme 
at Prestwick. Council A: George R. Sheal (F), 
Master of Works Offices, Prestwick. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by the architects 
of Crawiey Russell & Co., Ltd., Blythswood-sq., 
Glasgow, WC2, for new £600,000 factory which 
is to be erected at Knightswoods Garscadden 
Industrial estate for the Scottish Industrial 
Estates, Ltd. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for additions and 
alterations at the Eglinton Engine Works. A: 
Gratton & Maclean (FF), 21, Woodside-ter., 
Glasgow, WC3. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for the British 
Council, 112, West George-st., for additions 
and alterations at Belmont-cres., we A: 
Wylie, Shanks & Wylie (F/A), 12, Clairmont- 
gdns., Glasgow, WC3. 

Glasgow. ——Plans prepared for new electricity 
station at Castlemilkk. A: South of Scot- 
land Electricity Board, 127, Almada-st., 
Hamilton West. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for J. & A. Reid, 
Ltd., for additions at Langlands-rd., Govan. 
A: Baron Bercott (F), 118, Blythsford-st., 
Glasgow, WC2. 

Glasgow. —Plans prepared for W. French & 
Co., Ltd., for additions and alterations at St. 
Vincent-st. A: F. J. Buchanan (F), 12, Burn- 
side-av., Rutherglen. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for Donaldson & 
Filer, Ltd., Cogan-st., for extensions at Pollock- 
shaws. A: James Taylor Thomson, MacCrae 
& Saunders (F/A), 212, Bath-st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for John Thom- 
son, Ltd., for additions and alterations at 
London-rd., Bridgeton. A: Alexander Buchanan 
Campbell (F), 128, Elderslie-st., Glasgow, WC3. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for additions for 
Morrison and Sons, Ltd., at Temple-bldgs., 
Milngavie. A: John Wingate (F), 25, Welling- 
ton-st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for James A. 
Stewart, Ltd., for additions and alterations at 
Townmill-rd. A: Wilson, Hamilton & Wilson 
(FF), 6, Woodside-ter., Glasgow, WC3. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared for scheme of 
reconstruction and additions at Newark-st. A: 
Frank Burnet & Boston & James Bell (FA), 180, 
Hope-st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Kirkfieldbank.—Plans prepared for additions 
at the Public School, Symington. A: William 
R. Watt (F), Education Planning & Architec- 
tural Dept., Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Kirkcudbrightshire.—Plans in hand for new 
school at a site at Dalbettie. Council A: Alex- 
ander T. Caldwell (L), County Planning & 
Architectural Dept., The Harbour, Stranraer, 
Kirkcudbright. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for additions 
and alterations at Westercraigs. A: Whyte & 
Nicol (F), 31, North Frederick-st., Glasgow, 
Cl. 
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The Builder 


THE BUILDER 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (ft) denotes closing date for applications; the 
mame and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


MAY 22. 
*tPlymouth City C.—Classrooms, Ford 
sec. sch.'and alterations Wolseley Home. City 
A, Seymour-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 


MAY 24. 
*tSurrey CC.—New county secondary mixed 
school, Hythe, Egham. County A., Kingston- 
on-Thames. 


*tCoventry 
Neighbourhood Unit (Southern Section). 
A, Bull-yd. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 26. 

*tEssex CC.—Additions, sch., BiHericay ; 
sch., Wimbish and sch., Chelmsford. County 
A, Chelmsford. : 

*+tEssex CC.—Additional classrooms, Clacton 
County High Sch. County A, Chelmsford. 

se | x CC.—Additional sanitary accom- 
modation Staples-rd. prim. sch., Loughton and 
Yardley-In. prim. sch., Chingford. ounty A, 
Chelmsford. — 


MA ; 
Birmingham City C.—Installation of 344 r.c. 
iles in connection with foundations for two 
locks of four-storey flats and two blocks six- 
ee flats at Browning-st. City E&S. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


MAY 25. 
City C.—16 flats, Tile Hill 
City 


*Camberwell BC.—3 aluminium greenhouses, 
arene house, etc., Honor Oak Park, SE23. 
BE. 


Ellesmere Port BC.—14 traditional bunga- 
lows, public convenience and demolition of 
slaughterhouse and outbuildings at Edward-st. 


E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

Hemswort RDC.—30 __ three-bedroomed 
houses at South Elmsall. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Oxford City C.—Hostel for old people, 
Bayswater-rd., Headington. City A & Plan- 
ning Officer. 

*+Swansea CB.—New hall Durvant County 
Sec. Sch. Boro’ A. Dep. £5. 

MAY 29. 

*tIpswich CB.—22 houses and 6 bungalows, 
Chantry estate 2B. BE&S, 19, Tower-st. Dep. 
£3 3s. Tenders by June 28. 

*t+Northants CC.—Brickwork, heating instal- 
lation and electrical installation at two schs. 
County A, Northampton. 

*tWakefield City C.—196 houses and 60 
flats, Kettlethorpe estate (area No. 4). City E. 


MAY 30. 

*¢Durham CC.—Improvements at two schools 
and erection of police houses on five sites. 
G. R. Clayton, South-st., Durham. 

MAY 31. 

Birmingham City C.—R.c. pile caps, foun- 
dation beams, main frames, floors, roofs, stair- 
cases, etc., for two blocks four-storey flats and 
six blocks six-storey flats at Browning-st. City 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

tLiverpool Regional Hospital Board.—Ap- 

lications to be placed on selective list for 
building contracts in groups (1) £50,000 to 
£100,000, (2) £25,000 to £50,000, (3) £10,000 
to £25,000, (4) £3,000 to £10,000, (5) £250 to 
£3,000. Secretary. 

JUNE 1. 

*Havant & Waterloo UDC.—Convenience, 
Bosmere-rd, Hayling Island. E&S., 1, Park-rd., 
North. 

*Havant & Waterloo UDC.—20 houses, 
junction New Brighton-rd. and Southleigh-rd., 
Emsworth. E&S, 1, Park-rd, North. 

New Sarum City C.—36 houses at Bishop- 
down estate, Salisbury. City E, Council House. 

2 


bee 
*+Portsmouth City C.—33 flats and 224 
dwellings on three in four contracts. City A, 
1, Western-parade. Dep. £1 each. 


> JUNE 4. 
*+Eastbourne CB.—(a) 14 houses, Spots 
Farm estate, Hampden Park. Dep. £2 2s. 


Tenders by July 11. 
Village. Dep. £2 2s. 
BS, 2, Saffrons-rd. 
**Watford RDC.—18 flats, 5 shops with 
maisonettes, High-st., Abbots Langley. C. 


Dep. £1 Is. 
JUNE 5. 
*Kidderminster BC.—Sewage works mana- 
ger’s house, Stourport-rd. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*+Manchester City C.—255 dwellings and 32 
flats in four contracts. Director of Housing, 
Town Hall. 
JUNE 6. 


*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Alterations to Archi- 
tectural Studios, Municipal College. Boro’ A, 
30, Alexandra-st. Dep. £2. 

JUNE 7. 

*Hale UDC.—14 bungalows, Delahays-rd. 

housing estate. S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 11. 

*Holywell UDC.—19 houses, Moor-av. E&S. 
Den, £2 2s. 

*Newmarket UDC.—15 flats, Chapel-st., and 
St. Wendred’s-way, Exning. P. Lees, 
architect, Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

*¢Walsall CB.—County sec. sch., Bloxwich. 
V. Millson, Director of Education, Darwall-st 
Tenders by Aug. 20. 

JUNE 12. 

*Barrow-in-Furness CB.—Superstructure and 
outbuildings, Police Headquarters and 
magistrates court. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Birkenhead CB.—Erection of Woodchurch 
sec. sch. for boys, Carr Bridge-rd. Boro’ A: 
3, Conway-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Hertford BC.—(a) 57 flats; (b) road, sewers 
and water main, Sele Farm estate. E.C. Hartfis 
& Ptnrs., quantity surveyors, 3, Bedford-sq., 
W.C.1. Dep. £2 2s. each. 

JUNE 15. 

*North Riding EC.—Extensions, Farm Gram- 
mar School. F. Barraclough, County Hall, 
Northallerton. 

JUNE 22. 


*Swinton & Pendlebury BC.—156 houses, 16 
flats and one block of garages, roads, sewers, 
etc., Parkfield estate. BE&S. Dep. £5 5s. 


(b) 62 flats, Langney 
Tenders by Aug. 15. 


No Date 
eae BC.—11 bungalows, The Crossways, 


PAINTING. MATERIALS, ETC. 


MAY 25. 

*tHunts Standing Joint Committee.—(a) 
Heating installation, etc., and (b) electrical in- 
stallation, Police Station, Fletton. County A, 
Huntingdon. 


POLYTHENE 
FLEXIBLE TUBING 


COLD WATER SERVICES 
AND IN FLUSH, OVERFLOW AND 
WARNING PIPE APPLICATIONS 


(8.8.8. 1972: 1953) 
FOR 


GENERAL PURPOSES 
INDUSTRY USES. ase. o72: toon 


DOHM, == 


LONDON, S.W.1 
Grams. DOHMS, LONDON 








vic. 
LTD. 1414-5-6 & 1823 
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MAY 29. 
*Sunderland CB.—Wrought iron 
housing estates. Boro’ A, G 
Stockton-rd. Dep. £2. 
MAY 31. 
*Luton BC.—Ekcctrical installations (a) 
Rotherram school and (b) at flats, Vauxhall 
Park estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. each. 
JUNE 1. 
__ *Sutton and Cheam Boro’.—External paint. 
ing 52 houses, Danescourt-crescent, Sutton and 
21 bungalows, Burnell-rd., Belsize-gdns., and 
Brunswick-rd., Sutton. Chief Housing Officer 
24, Cheam-rd., Sutton. Dep. £1 Is. : 


Sates for 
Grange House, 


JUNE 2. 

*Huyton-with-Roby UDC.—Concrete Posts 
chain link fencing, etc., for 529 dwellings, Page 
Moss estate. H. E. H. Lawton, Clerk. 

JUNE 4. 

*London CC.—Cleaning and repainting, etc 

Barking-rd. bridge. Chief E. Dep. £1. i 
JUNE 8. 

*Sunderland CB.—(a) Central heating and 
H&C water supply, and (b) metal windows ang 
remote control mechanism, Farringdon junior 
and infants schools. Boro’ A, Grange House 
Stockton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. a 

JUNE 12. 

*Wood Green BC.—External painting 49 

flats, Bounds Green Court. BE. Dep. £1 Is, 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


MAY 28. 

Bethesda UDC.—2,700 lin. yds. 4in. and 
5 in. asbestos-cement water mains, water treat- 
ment house, 120,000 gall. r.c. service reservoir, 
3,000 gall. r.c. storage tank and roofing in r¢. 
of existing 65 ft. dia. service reservoir at 
Bethesda, N. Wales. Ward, Ashcroft & Park. 
man, Council’s consulting engineers, 38, The 
Temple, Dale-st., Liverpool, 2. Dep. £5 5s, 

Lianfyllin RDC.—2,831 lin. yds. 3 in. and 
14 in. asbestos-cement water main, 10,000 gall, 
service reservoir and ancillary works at 
Bwkchyciban. S. Dep. £5. 

Poole BC.—Reconstruction of 8,300 sq. yds. 
carriageway, 3,800 sq. yds. footway, 2,080 lin. 
yds. kerb and incidental works at Cranbrook- 
td. Boro’ E. mo 22 28. 

_ Staffordshire CC.—4,700 sq. yds. new car- 
riageway, 1,600 lin. yds. concrete kerb and sett 
channel, 500 lin. yds. 6 in. and 9 in. storm 
water drains and 900 lin. yds. footpath at part 
of Billy Bunn’s-la. and part of Orton-la., Wom- 
bourn, nr. Wolverhampton. C. Dep. £5 5s. 


MAY 29. 


St. Albans City C.—900 tons base course, 
16,000 sq. yds. bitumen macadam, 6,000 sq. 


yds. hot rolled asphalt, 12,000 sq. yds. coarse |} 


cold asphalt in carriageway surfacing, 700 sq. 
yds. r.c. in carriageway foundation, burning 
and planing and various sundry works. City 
E&S. Dep. £2. 

South Cambridgeshire RDC.—Laying and 
maintenance of 1,130 yds. 1 in. dia. galvanised 
steel pipes and fittings in six small extensions 
and 300 yds. 3 in. dia. asbestos-cement pipes 
and c.i. valves and fittings and _ incidental 
works, including road _ reinstatement, etc. 
Lemon & Blizard, Council’s consulting engi- 
neers, 59 Tufton-st., SW1. Dep. £5 Ss. 


MAY 30. 

Birmingham City C.—Carriageways and foot- 
ways, stoneware pipe foul water sewers and 
incidental works at Ashley Grange estate, 
A eaaaaliaae Moseley. City E&S. Dep. 
RL 2S. 

Wallasey CBC.—Completion of road works 
at housing site, P.6, Leasowe, including 12,000 
sq. yds. 4 in. tarmacadam. Boro’ E, Dep. 


£1 1s. 
MAY 31. 

Cornwall CC.—Concrete bridge of _ three 
spans (one of prestressed concrete and two 1c.) 
with abutments 67 ft. apart and width 30 ft. 
to be built half-width at a time, with demoli- 
tion of existing bridge at Bencoolen, Bude. 
County S. Dep. £5. 

Liverpool Regional Hospital Board.—Appl 
cations for inclusion in selective list of com- 
tractors for general mechanical, electrical and 
steam boiler plant. etc., engineering, on groups. 
(1) £50,000 to £100,000, (2) £25,000 to £50,000, 
(3) £10,000 to £25,000, (4) £3,000 to £10,000. 
(5) £250 to £3,000. Secretary. P 

Mersey River Board.—400 lin. yds. steel sheet 
pile revetment with associated earthworks, bank 
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‘ rfing and construction of 70 
paving, 8 oening wall 28 ft. high on 
ee Irwell at Salford. J. T. Firth, BEng, 
MICE Engr. to Board, “ Muswell,” Carring- 
‘on-la., Sale, Ches. Dep. £5. 

JUNE 4. ; ; 
UDC.—Pumping station, footbridge 
span over River Mole, 500 lin. yds. 
C.I. and steel Baye. main, 150 —~ 

ware sewer and appurtenant works 

105 ee outfall works. E&S. Dep. £5 5s. 

" eicester City C.—4,700 sq. yds. concrete 
carriageway, 1,100 lin. yds. 9 in, dia. FW&SW 

sewers and aes wore at New Parks 

ity S. ep. . 

Ci ectoushize” CC.—Reconstruction of 

art of Northampton-Market Harborough road, 

‘4.508, near Oxendon village, for 1,600 yds. 
southwards from Leicestershire border, com- 

rising realignment and widening of carriage- 
a to 24 ft. with concrete foundations, lower- 
ing of summit involving 12,000 cu. yds. excava- 
tion, formation of embankment, drainage and 
incidental works. County Ss. Dep. £2. 

JUNE 6. 

East Grinstead UDC.—1,400 yds. temporary 
9 in. dia, spun-iron pumping main, major 

rtion above ground, alterations at North 

End sewage pumping station_and construction 
of earth sludge lagoons at Eden Vale sewage 
disposal works and other remedial works. 
Lemon & Blizard, Ccl’s. constg. engrs., 59, 
Tufton-st. SW1. Dep. £3 3s. : 

Southend-on-Sea CB.—Resurfacing of play- 
grounds at Bournemouth Park-rd. and Hinguar- 
st. schools and netball courts at Westcliff High 
School for Girls. Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. 

JUNE 14. ; 

Glanford Brigg RDC.—3,180 yds. 12  in., 
10 in. and 7 in. dia. C.I. rising mains, 7,000 
yds. 6 in. concrete and salt glazed ware sewers, 
3,300 yds. 9 in. and 12 in. concrete sewers, 
7,000 yds. 4 in. salt glazed warehouse connec- 
tions, precast concrete manholes, 700 ft. piled 
eutfall sewer and two pumping stations. John 
H. Haiste & Ptnrs., Ccl’s. constg. engrs., 20, 
Wood-la., Headingley, Leeds, 6. Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 18. 

City of Nottingham Water Dept.—Laying 
and jointing of 38} miles 9 in. to 3 in. class C 
spun C.I. pipes and other appurtenant work, 
mostly in Bingham RD. E&Genl. Mgr. Dep. 
7 7s. 


JULY 2. 

Bishop’s Stortford UDC.—650 lin. yds. 36 in. 
dia, 1,180 lin. yds. 33 in.-21 in dia. concrete 
pipe sewer and 60 lin. yds. 36 in. dia. C.I. 
sewer in river and canal crossings, together with 
precast concrete manholes and sewage pumping 
station with r.c. sub-structure 62 ft. x 30 ft. 
and 25 ft. deep, with superstructure of brick 
having flat concrete roof. J. M. 
Watson, M/MICE, Ccl’s. constg. engrs., 18, 
Queen Anne’s-gate, SWI. Dep. £10 10s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Acton.—ScHOOL EXTENSION.—EC has ap- 
proved in principle the reorganisation of Acton 
County Boys’ grammar school as a mixed 
grammar school for 720 pupils. Work is to be 
carried out in two instalments, the first to pro- 
vide three classrooms with sanitary and wash- 
ing facilities at an estimated cost of £11,262. 

Hackney.—F ats, MAISONETTES AND 
GaraGes.—LCC plans to develop site at Barna- 
bas-rd. by building two four-storey blocks con- 
taining 26 maisonettes and one three-storey 
block of nine flats, with five lock-up garages 
and 18 tenants’ stores. 

Hampstead. — ScHoot ExTENSIONS. — Four 
new classrooms are to be added to Fitzjohn’s 
LCC county primary school, Hampstead, to give 
Places for 160 children. The building, which 
will be in prefabricated timber construction, 
will contain a servery for school meals and all 
ancillary accommodation. The estimated cost 
Is £20,400. 

Islington.—REHOUSING.—To provide accom- 
modation for 163 persons displaced from site of 
Haverstock sec. school, St. Pancras, LCC is 
2 40 dwellings at Quadrant estate, Isling- 





Dorking 
of 80 ft. 
6 in. dia. 


Kensington.—F1 ATS.—A plan to build a four- 
storey block of eight flats at a bombed site at 
Clydesdale-rd., at an estimated cost of £19,000 


IS under considerati 
Hy nsideration by the Hsg. Comm. 





THE BUILDBR 


St. Marylebone.—FLats.—EC is to build a 
six-storey block of 20 four-roomed flats at 
Chapel-st., NW1 at estimated cost of £65,785. 

St. Marylebone.—FLats.—LCC approval has 
been given to Ronald Ward & Partners, FRIBA, 
of Chesham-pl., Knightsbridge, SW1, for out- 
line plans of proposed block of 70 flats at 
Great Cumberland-pl., and Seymour-st., SW1, 
for a private developer. 

St. Pancras.— ScHOOL OF ENGLISH.— A new 
School of English Language is to be built for 
Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, Ltd., at the junction 
of Goodge-st. and Charlotte-st., W1. The 
building, which will be known as Goodge 
House, will be six storeys high, with a floor 
area of some 20,000 feet. The architects are 
Newman, Levinson & Ptnrs., ARIBA, 9, Mans- 
field-st., W1. 

Southwark.—HousinG Site.—Site of Joseph 
Lancaster junior school, together with adjoining 
sites of 113-119 (odd) Rockingham-st., SE1, the 
whole having an area of about one acre, is to 
be developed as an extension to LCC Rocking- 
ham estate. 

Southwark.—FLAts AND GaRrAGES.—LCC is 
to develop extension to Alvey estate by build- 
ing of a six-storey block of 24 flats, children’s 
playground, 6 garages, 14 tenants’ stores and a 
clubroom. 

Wandsworth.—RenHousING.—-LCC is to pro- 
vide 118 dwellings at Alton estate and Roe- 
hampton-lane. (Nos. 2 and 3) sites, for rehous- 
ing 460 persons who will be displaced from 
site of Notting Hill Gate road improvement. 

Wembley.—FLAaAtTS AND GaraGes.—Sketch 
plans of 18 flats and six garages to be built at 
junction of Kenton-rd., and Gooseacre-lane, 
Kenton, have been submitted by Boro’ E&S and 
adopted by BC. 

Wembley. — MAIsonettes. -— Following 
inquiry. permission has been given to G. 
Norman & Co., 181, East-la., to build six 
maisonettes at a site adjoining 71, East-la., 
North Wembley. 

Woolwich.—ScHoo.t IMPROVEMENTS.—Altera- 
tions and_ sanitary improvements are to be 
made by LCC at Earl Rise county primary 
school, Woolwich East, to provide for increase 
in the roll from 400 to 600 pupils. Estimated 
cost £6,452. Scheme of minor improvements, to 


an 
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include redecoration, alse to be carried out at 
Woodhill county sec. school, whose premises 
are to be allocated to Woodhill county primary 
school upon reorganisation. Estimated cost, 


£15,673. 
(PROVINCIAL) 
Alsager.—Twyfords, Ltd., propose erection 
of new factory. A: R. Scrivener & ns, 


Howard-pl., Shelton, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Bath.—New City of Bath Training Colege 
of Domestic Science to be erected at St. 
Winifred’s. A: H. D. Roberts (F), 7, Brock-st., 
The Circus. 

Billingham-on-Tees. — Furness Shipbuilding 
Co., Ltd., Haverton Hill-on-Tees, to extend 
their building berths to accommodate larger 
ships. 

Birkenhead.—HC proposes private develop- 
ment of shopping centre at Woodchurch estate. 

Birmingham.—MH&LG has granted loan 
sanction £404,000 for purchase of 100 acres of 
land from Calthorpe Estate for housing 
purposes. 

Bullingdon.—RDC plans following houses in 
1956 programme: Great Haseley (14), Wheatley 
(50), Chinnor (16), Benson (20), Ewelme 06) 
and Towersey (8), and in 1957 programme: 
Stadhampton (20), Lewknor (8), Toot Baldon 
(8), Watlington (20), Garsington (20) and 
Dorchester (40). Preliminary work to begin 
on sites at Towersey and Chinnor. 

Bury.—EC approved scheme for adapting 
and equipping branch Technical College at 
Broad-st., £12,100 est. 

Carlisle.—City C to obtain tenders for 250 
houses at Morton estate. Plans have been pre- 
pared by John Laing & Sons, contractors, Dals- 
ton-rd., Carlisle, for new housing estate between 
Dunmail-drive and Skiddaw-rd. 

Castle Ward, Northumberland.—RDC’s plans 
for new works depot at Ponteland are before 
Ministry for approval. No contract arrange- 
ments made. S, 7, North-rd., Ponteland, New- 
castle upon Tyne. 

Chadderton.—UDC to purchase site behind 
Broadway and Denton-la. for erection of 140 
houses. 

Cheltenham.—HC recommends approval of 
first two stages of redevelopment plan for 
Tewkesbury-rd.-Swindon-rd. area and tenders 
have been invited for 18 house and six flats at 
Cobham-rd. Second stage provides for 54 new 
dwellings between Malvern-st. and railway and 
will involve demolition of four houses. Boro’ 
S 


Chesterfield.—Licensing Magistrates approved 
erection of new licensed premises at junction 
Keswick-drive and Wythburn-rd., Newbold for 
Brampton Brewery Co., Ltd. 

Chippenham.—TC accepted tender £23,254 
for site works of five streets at new private 
building site at Hardenhuish. 

Consett.—Shotley Bridge Victory Club pro- 
poses new premises in Snows Green-rd& 

Dover.—Work to start early next year on 
large scale reconstruction scheme at Buckland 
Hospital, £250,000 est. 

Durham.—CC to seek permission to accept 
tenders for new schools: Felltng, £47,143; 
Washington, £225,186; Wolsingham, £209,827; 
Trimdon, £117,258; Hartlepool, £92,818; Mid- 
dlieton, £70,630; Barnard Castle, £175,982: 
Peterlee, £163,778: Ushaw, £149,708; and 
Wallington, £169,313. ; 

East Grinstead.—UDC considering scheme 
for 199 flats, 12 shops and 62 garages. 

Gillingham.—Scheme for building 126 houses 
for naval officers and families approved by 
Admiralty. 

Gillingham.—100 houses to be 
Berengrave Park estate, Rainham. ' 

Halesowen.—TC approved in principle erec- 
tion of further 90 houses at Howley Grange 
site; approved plans for extension and rebuild- 
ing works at Mount-st. for B. B. Price, Ltd., 
and for factory at Lodgfield-rd. and Coombs-rd. 
for Shotton Bros., Ltd. 

Hastings.—Ten-storey block of 108 flats to 
be erected at site of Eversfield Hotel, St. 
Leonards, now being demolished, for Whitficld 
Estates, Ltd. 

Kent.—EC’s draft building programme 
1957/8 includes additions to following schools: 
Folkestone, Cheriton, Church-rd. county prim 


built at 


sch., £42,000: Folkestone tech, sch. for girls, 
£80,000; Folkestone Harcourt sec. girls’ sch., 
£45,000 and on reserve list Hythe C.E. prim. 


sch., £31,000. ’ ~ 
Kent.—Scheme for adaptations and additional 
catering education at 


classrooms for hotel 
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Thanet Technical College submitted to MofE 
for inclusion in 1957-8 and 1959 programme. 

Leamington Spa.—A. C. Lloyd (Builders), 
Ltd., 1, Chapel-st., propose the erection of 23 
houses at Holly-walk and Holly-st. 

Leamington Spa.—TC to invite tenders for 
three blocks of flats at Mason-la., Lillington 
estate. 

Leigh.—Shanks Warehouses, Ltd., and Green- 
hams (Pisnt Hire), Ltd., propose erection of 
new premises at Boothstown industrial estate, 
Chaddock-la. 

Liverpool.—TC secks loan £20,000 for recon- 
Struction works at Edge-la. depot. 

Loftus.—UDC has approved plans for houses, 
flats, bungalows and one shop at Easington. S. 

Maidennead.—BC approved outline applica- 
tions for building of 10 houses at Bridle Path, 
8 at Summerlease-rd., and 8 at Pinkneys Green, 
Rashleigh. 

Manchester. — Regional Hospital Board 
appointed Powell & Moya (A), 36, Great 
Smith-st., SW1, as architects for new General 
Hospital at Wythenshawe; propose new acute 
psychiatric unit at Queens Park hospital, Black- 
burn; new resident medical staff accommoda- 
tion at Stockport infirmary, £10,930 est.; ex- 
tensions to x-ray department at Blackburn 
Royal infirmary, £17,613 est.; twin operating 
theatre suite at Crumpsall Hospital, Manchester. 
£68,300 est.—TC approved erection of 20 houses 
at Tutbury-st., Kirk-st. and Johnsons Bldgs., 
Ancoats, is to prepare detailed scheme for new 
terminal building at Ringway Airport and to 
support immediate start on erection of new 
Assize Courts at Water-st. area of Deansgate. 
New cinema to be erected at Wythenshawe 
-Civic Centre for J. Arthur Rank Organisation. 
A: Harry W. Weedon & Ptnrs (F), Birming- 
ham.—Three-storey block of 22 flats proposed 
at Wythenshawe-rd., Northenden, for Darrell 
Jones. A: Major Bull, 91 High-st. Cheadle. 
Five-storey office block to be erected at corner 
of Pine-st., York-st. and Faulkner-st. for Com- 
munication Systems, Ltd. Plans by A. Francis 
Bennett, 35, Queensgate-mews, SW7.—It is pro- 
posed to build new assembly hall and labora- 
tories at the Xaverian College, Lower Park-rd., 
Victoria Park for Rev. Brother Superior. A: 
A. F. Farebrother (A), 99, Seymour-gr., Man- 
chester. 

Mansfield.—BC approved plans for work- 
shop and works at Southwell-rd. West for 
Westfield Transport, Ltd. 

Middlesbrough.—Boro’ E has prepared plans 
for 122 houses at Pallister Park site and con- 
tracts will be let shortly. Tenders also being 
obtained for 10 police houses at Pallister Park, 
10 at Thorntree, and children’s home at Thorn- 
tree. 

Middlewich.—Cheshire EC proposes altera- 
tions and improvements at sec. mod sch., 
£19,000 est. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—BC approved plans 
for new church school, presbytery and church 
hall at Seabridge-la. for Rev. D. Kelly. A: 
Wood, Goldstraw & Yorath (A), Queens-ave., 
Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Northwich.—UDC to sell site at Cuddington 
estate to Greenall, Whitley & Co., Ltd., for 
erection of new public house. 

Preston.—Lancs. CC approved erection of a 
new five-storey office block at site of Car Park 
at County Hall, £157,000 est. 

Radcliffe.—TC approved ereetion of 32 two- 
bedroomed flats at Hawthorne-ave. site, £38,000 


St. 
Rochdale.—TC approved plans for 36 houses 
2 ieee for A. W. Whittle (Rochdale), 
Ross and Whitchurch—RDC to build 20 
houses at Goodrich, £30,880 est. 
Rotherham.—RDC approved erection of 32 
dwellings at Thrybergh. 


ee of 42 houses 


at Central-square, bounded by London-rd., 
Knight-st., Bell-st and Station-rd. for 
Trundles, Ltd., Hunsdon, conditionally 
approved. 


Sedgefield.—_RDC has decided to build 100 
houses at Ferryhill and Bishop Middleham by 
direct labour and 250 by contract. S: J. 
Tarran. 

Sedgley.—UDC proposes the erection of 44 
one-bedroomed type Gregory flats at Dudley-rd. 
site. 

Shrewsbury.—48 two-bedroomed fflats are 
planned for Ditherington and Castlefields, 
£71,000 est. 

South Shields.—Plans by J. Smeds (A), 56a, 
Camden-st., North Shields, for jun. mixed 
sch. at Chesterton-rd. have been approved.— 
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Tenders to be obtained immediately by TC for 
erection of offices, £20,000 est. at South Shields 
Market Place to be let to National Assistance 
Board. Contract will be let in June. Plans by 
Boro’ E.—R. Collins (A), St. Hilda-st., South 
Shields is architect for proposed factory at 
Simonside Industrial Estate for Barbour & 
Sons, Market-pl., South Shields. 

Staffs.—CC_ proposes new prim. and sec. 


school at Kidsgrove, prim. sch. at Bad- 
deley Green, and sec. sch. to serve Western 


Coyney and Blythe Marsh. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—TC has approved recom- 
mendation to spend £16,000 on reconstruction 
of No. 1 warehouse at Corporation Quay, 
which was burnt down. Plans by Boro’ E., 
Victoria-bldgs. 

Stourbridge.—Boro’ S to prepare plans for 
104 dwellings and block of six shops, six 
maisonettes and 9 flats at Wollaston Farm 
estate. 

Sunderland.—HC approved plans for three- 
storey block of 12 flats for erection at suitable 
site and bills of quantities to be prepared. 
Revised layout of Hylton Castle estate central 
area to provide six further shops, two blocks 
of special-type dwellings (10 units) and block 
of 10 two-storey flats approved. Boro’ A. QS: 
T. H. Rae & Ptnrs., FRICS, 5, Bedford-terr. 
East. 

Sunderland.—J. L. Thompson & Sons, ship- 
builders, North Sands, to erect workshop, 
stores and offices. 

Sunderland.—EC reccommends that Martin 
& Felton, FRICS, Lloyds Bank-chrs., Fawcett- 
st., be appointed QS for proposed Broadway 
County sec. mod. mixed and Farringdon 
County sec. mod. mixed schools, and that T. H. 
Rae & Ptnrs., FRICS, 5, Bedford-terr. East, be 
appointed QS for proposed Castle View County 
sec. mod. mixed sch. ; 

Sunderland.—MH&LG consent to borrowing 
£135,897 for erection of Farringdon County 
prim. sch. : 
Sunderland.—TC agrced to sell site at Hylton 
Red House estate for erection of a church. | 

Sunderland.—Corporation Estates Commit- 
tee proposes six shops at centre of Hylton 
Castle estate. Boro’ A. 

Sutton Coldfield.—Plans submitted to BC :— 
4 shops at Slade-rd. for Birmingham Dwellings, 
Ltd.; alterations to “* Parson and Clark ”’ pub- 
lic house at Chester-rd. for Ansells Brewery, 
Ltd.: 14 houses and block of flats at Hillside- 
rd. for Ashworth & Stewart, Ltd. 
Swindon.—Private housing estate of 19 houses 
to be built at The Croft by T. Wilson & Sons, 
builders, Northampton. A: Eric Cole & Ptnrs. 
(F), Dyer-st. House, Cirencester, Glos. 
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Tamworth.—TC approved plans fo 
housing scheme at Coton-la, for 
Estates, Ltd., Wednesfield. 

Tynemouth.—A. Fenwick, Rj 
North Shields, to erect 12 house a Haat 
Main.—M. J. Liddell & Son, bldts, 36, 6. 
North Road, Newcastle, ‘propos Tea 
developments at Broadway. : 
Wilson (A), St. Andrew’s-bldgs., Gallowon 
Newcastle upon Tyne.—Boro’ E to oa 
layout plan for further houses at Chin 
Grange East estate. lon 

Wallsend.—Boro’ E_ has Prepared ayoy 
plans for 60 three-storey flats at Willingto, 
West Farm and 24 three-storey flats at pe 
Willington Farm estate and contracts plat 
be negotiated with J. H. James, Archers, 
Wallsend.—H. Gatoff (A), 51, Grainger-s; 
Newcastle upon Tyne, 7, is architect for pro. 
posed factory additions at Kings-rd., for Moti. 
tor Patent Safety Devices, Ltd. ' 

Wallsend.—Northumberland CC to buy | 
from Corpn. for sites for three county scho 
County A. 

West Hartlepool.—s. & L. D. Burton, elec. 
trical engineers, 87, Stockton-rd., propose ney 
premises at a site at Whitby-st. TC to obtain 
tenders for 50 houses at Section 6B of Owto, 
Manor estate. Boro’ A 

West Hartlepool.—EC secking loan sanction 
£153,307 for Bricrton county sec. sch. Boro’ 4 

West Hartlepool.—E. Elliott, Regent-bldgs, 
York-rd., appointed QS for additions to gir 
high school. A; L. Auton (A), of same addres 

Whitley Bay.—Relay Construction, Ltd. 
South Wellfield, Shiremoor, to erect 28 houses 
at Seaton Grange estate. W. Glynn, builder, 
Longridge-drive, Whitley Bay, to erect eight 
houses at Monkridge. 

Wigan.—Wigan and District Mining and 
Technical College Joint Committee proposes 
erection of additional 35 classrooms and 19 
laboratories at John McCurdy Hall. £360,000 


T privay 
Noray 





and 
0s, 





est.—EC proposes erection of engineering depot 
at Prescott-st. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted, 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification, 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart 
ments. 

Blyth.— Methodist Church at Cowpen estate 
A: William Stockdale, OBE (F), 73, Howard- 
st., North Shields. *T. H. Nicholson, High-s, 
Blyth. 

Bradford.—New_ Upper Chapel Congreg:- 


tional Church, Idle: *M. Harrison & C 
(Leeds), Ltd., Post Hill Quarries, Farnley, 
Leeds. 


Burnley.—New offices and workshop at Tun- 
still-st., for T. Haythornthwaite & Sons, Ltd: 
*M. & J. W. Heap, Ltd., 22, Clifton-st., Bum- 


ey. 
Chertsey.—12 maisonettes and 12 flats at 
Goose Pool for UDC. E&S: W. V. Davies, 


FRICS, MIMunE, Reg. Architect. OS: EC 
Harris & Ptnrs., Bedford-sq., WC1. i 
A. & J. Simmons, Ltd., Woking .» £45,700 


G. W. Taylor & Son, Ltd., Chertsey £42,331 
+E. Clarke & Sons (Addlestone), Ltd., 
Addlestone xe a i .. 41,816 
Chesterfield.—Following, for BC :—86 dwell. 
ings at Boythorpe-rd. estate: *Henry Boot & 
Sons (Reema), Ltd., Storforth-la., Chesterfield, 


£108,971; 52 dwellings at Old Whittington 
estate: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, 
£61,609. 


Chesterton (Cambs).—Works for RDC: 13 
additional houses at Stow-cum-Quy, *Fuller & 
Blackwell, £17,347; 18 houses at Fen Ditton, 
*John Brignell, £22,737; and 34 houses a 
Fulbourn, *John Brignell, £41,400. » 

Clackmannan.—Mason and brickwork for 3 
traditional houses at Keilarsbrac, Sauchie 
*David Anderson, Eastbank, Crossford, )j 
Dunfermline. ; 

Crook (Co. Durham).—5S0 houses at Water- 
gate site, and four shops and 12 flats at Low 
Willington, for UDC. A: T. A. e 
Hill (F), 75, King-st., South Shields. *R. G. 
Finlay, Ltd., Ryhope Joinery Works, Sunder- 
land. 

Daventry.—20 houscs in ‘No Fines” col 
struction for TC: tGeorge Wimpey & ©. 
Ltd., £29,136. 

Derbyshire.—Following schools, for CC:— 
Ilkeston Kirk Hallam jun. sch.: *H. Cox & 
Son, Ltd., Fletcher-st., Heanor; Chaddesden 
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Hall estate jun.: *Vic Hallam, Ltd., Langley 
Mill, Notts. 

Dudley—16 aged persons’ bungalows at 
Woodside estate, for BC: *Five Oaks Estates, 
Ltd, Dudley, £21,562. 

Felling, Co. Durham.—97 houses at Leam- 
a, estate for UDC: *Direct labour, £132,032. 


Folkestone.—New sec. sch. for boys at Park 
Farm for Kent CC: *R. J. Barwick, 7, Market- 
st., Dover. ; 

Glasgow.—86 houses at Fifth-ave. A: 
Norman Macfadzean, 137, West Regent-st., 
Blythswood, Glasgow, WC2. *John Lawrence 
& Co. (Glasgow), Ltd., West Regent-st., Glas- 

, Ww 
*Eacsow—18 houses at Orkney-st. for City 
Cc. City A. *Direct labour, £33,005. 

Guildford.—26 pairs of houses and 8 flats at 
Park Barn for BC. BE&S: G. HM. Causey, BSc, 
AMICE. QS: J. B. Marks & Ptnrs., FRICS, 
and F. W. Norris, ARICS. 

*F, Clarke & Sons (Addlestone), Ltd., Addle- 
stone, Surrey, £70,896. 

Hindley.—71 houses at Wooddagger estate, 
for UDC: *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Little Hul- 
toa, nr. Bolton, £95,885. , 

Huyton.—New licensed premises at Longview 
Drive for Bents Brewery Co., Ltd.: *Sefton 
Building Co., Ltd., 24, Fenwick-st., Liverpool. 

Kirkcaldy.—Maisonettes and shops at Links 
housing development for Corporation. *John 
Best & Co. (Contrs.), Ltd., 13, Meldrum-rd., 
Kirkcaldy. _ 

Lanes.—Kitchen and dining-room at Urmston 
Flixton cty. sec. sch., for CC: *W. Fearnley & 
Sons, Ltd., Constance Works, Eccles New-rd., 
Salford, £17,491. 

Leeds.—Following schools, for EC:—West 
Leeds girls’ high: *Hy. Boot & Sons, Ltd., 
Eccleshall-rd. South, Sheffield, 11, £169,255; 
Asket Hill cty. prim.: *W. G. Birch (Harro- 
gate), Ltd., Harrogate, £67,376; Phase II of 
Grange Farm cty. prim.: *Wm. Airey & Son 
(Leeds), Ltd., Eldon-hse., Leeds 2, £35,375. 

London (Air Ministry)— New works con- 
tracts to value £500 or over for week May 12: 
Artificers work: *G. E. Banks & Son, 38, Lake 
Hill, Sandown, Isle of Wight; *Willcocks & 
Stephens, Ltd., Lower Polsham-rd., Paignton, 
Devon. Renewal of weather boarding: *G. & 
J. Seddon, Ltd., Coronation Bldgs, Little 
Hulton, Walkden, nr. Manchester. Building 
work: *H. Ashton & Son, Newport Joinery 
Works, Barton-on-Humber, Lincs; *Unity 
Structures, Ltd., 35, Tavistock-sq., WC1; *A. J. 
Barnsley & Son, Ltd., 68, Spring-st., Hull; 
*Farrens, Ltd., 39, Upper Brook-st., W1; 
*McAuley, McIlroy & Co., Ltd., Windsor 
Building Works, 2, Windsor-rd., Belfast; 
*A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Weyhill, 
Hants; *Brown Jackson, Ltd., Elm-st., 
Fleetwood, Lancs. Replace foundation pegs: 
“Downing, Rudman & Bent, Ltd., Spanbourn- 
ave., Chippenham, Wilts. Sliding doors to 
hangars: *Hawksley, S.M.D., Ltd., 2, Bucking- 
ham-ave., Trading Estate, Slough, Bucks. 

London (British Railways).—New contracts 
placed by Western Region: *Caffin & Co., Ltd., 
25, Craven-st., WC2. Repairs to New Mills 
Viaduct, Ledbury.—*George Simpson (London), 
Ltd., Ebury-st., SW1. Renewing roof covering, 
smoke chutes and stacks at Oxley motive power 
depot, Wolverhampton.—*Caffin & Co., Ltd., 
25, Craven-st., WC2. Repairs to brick arches 
and spandrels and reconstruction of parapets 
of Souldern Viaduct, nr. Banbury.—* Baxter 
ed (1920), om ns ered Birmingham. 

Ing approach and centre spans of Royal 
Albert bridge, Saltash. 4 . 

London (British Railways).—Contracts let b 
London Midland Region: *Faulkner Green & 
Co., Ltd., 16/18, Marshalsea-rd., SEI. Patent 
toof glazing at Crewe locomotive works boiler 
shop, SW.—*E. Wood & Sons, Ltd., Park-st., 
Derby. Diesel demonstration block at Derby 
staff training college.—*Arundel Painting Con- 
tractors & Co., 7, Cornmarket, Louth, Lincs. 
Labour only for cleaning and painting Amber- 
gate, Belper and Duffield passenger and goods 
eg and Wednesfield-rd. goods stations.— 
N m. Latimer & Co., Ltd., 10, Archbold-ter., 

ewcastle upon Tyne 2. Labour only for 
cleaning and painting Somers Town, goods 
shed.—*Hinkins & Frewin, Ltd., Middleton-rd., 
bent Oxon, for alterations to existing 

ildings and new amenities and office accom- 
Becstion at Woodford Halse.—*Manchester 
wand Ltd., 26/28, Hunter-st., Liverpool 3. 
fm sag to roof with ‘ Corroplast Sheeting ” at 
er shop, Crewe locomotive works.—*Caffin 
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& Co., Ltd, 25, Craven-st., Strand, WC2. 
Formation, renewal and drainage of down line 
between Eydon-rd. and Chalcombe-rd., 3m. 
900 yards to 3m. 1,480 yards.—*Ball & Robin- 
son, Trent Bridge Works, Stoke-on-Trent. 
Offices, amenities and stores at Gresty-la. 
wagon shop, Crewe. 


London (British Railways).—Contracts placed 
by Eastern Region:—*May, Gurney & Co., 
Ltd., Trowse, Norwich, surface dressing of 
roadways 1956 in Stratford, King’s Cross, 
Peterborough, Cambridge and Ipswich Engin- 
eers’ districts. *H. V. Smith & Co., Ltd., 24, 
Ashley-pl., SW1, formation of tarmacadam 
roadways in depot adjoining Plaistow station. 
*Brightside Heating & Engineering Co., Ltd., 
GPO Box 118, Sheffield, 1, supply and fixing of 
heating installation for the new erecting shop, 
Doncaster locomotive works. *Dow-Mac (Pro- 
ducts), Ltd., Tallington, Stamford, Lincs, recon- 
struction of footbridge No. 41 at 22m. 7Sc. 
between Scunthorpe and Appleby. 

London (British Transport Commission).— 
Reconstruction of underline bridge No. 19 
between Sandy and Blunham carrying single 
track railway from Cambridge to Bedford over 
main lines from King’s Cross. *Dorman Long 
(Bridge & Engineering), Ltd., £106,421. 


London CC.—40 flats in two five-storey 
blocks and 34 maisonettes in two four-storey 
blocks, together with 37 tenants’ store sheds 
and children’s play space, at Plough Way site. 
Bermondsey. 


C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans.. £185,210 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Totten- 
ham .. a ae ng .. 184,756 
tewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Maryle- 
one .. ne = = .- 184,707 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Lid., 

Cheam << ‘ora ae .. 184,106 
Rush & Tompkins, Lid., Sidcup 183,150 
S. G. & A. Agombar, Beckenham 181,201 
R. J. Rowley, Ltd., Tottenham 180,947 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich 180,307 


W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., 
Westminster .. re ar <x REPOS 
*G. Ward (Ealing), Ltd., Ealing 177,040 
Architcct’s comparable estimate is £171,126. 


London CC.—Seven four-floor workshop 
blocks providing 56 workshop units of 1,200 sq. 
ft. each and additional storage space for resiting 
small industries displaced by Councils opera- 
tions in East London. Tenders on basis A 
provide for fluctuations in cost of labour and 
materials and on basis B for fluctuations in 


cost of labour only. 
ae A Basis B 
£ 


The Demolition & Construc- 


tion Co., Ltd., Westminster 184,992 —- 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, 

Ltd., Dagenham .. -. 182,270 — 
A. E. Symes, Ltd., East Ham 179,791 182,791 
Walter Lawrence & Son, 

Eitd., City .. 4 .. 179,407 os 
= A. Russell, Ltd., 

Walthamstow : .. 175,261 a 
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Thomas Bates & Son, Ltd., 
Romford, Essex .. .. 170,150 _ 
*W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., 
Fulham (basis B) .. 162,969 163,500 
Architect’s comparable estimate on basis B 
is £175,764. 


London, EC.—New five-storey building with 
basement at 9/17, Leather-la., E.C., as addi- 
tional offices for Prudential Assurance Co., 
Ltd., Holborn Bars, ECl. Co.’s Chief A: 
Const. engrs.: Travers, Morgan & Ptnrs., 60/63, 
Aldermanbury, EC2. QS: Pritchard, Williams 
and Hunt, 40, Furnival-st., EC4. *F. G. 
Minter, Ltd., 4, Buckingham-gate, SW1. 

London, EC.—New eight-storey block of 
offices with two basement floors at 27a/31, 
Farringdon-st., EC4, for Amalgamated Press, 
Ltd. A: Ellfs, Clarke & Gallanaugh (PF), Soho- 
sq., Wl. QS: Sydney Gordon, Finsbury-hse., 
EC2. *Trollope & Colls, Ltd., 41-44, Great 
Queen-st., WC2. 

London, EC.—Nine-storey office block with 
basement, to be known as Ray House, St. 
Andrew-st., EC4, for Colfack Properties, Ltd. 
A: Leo O. L. Hannen and John H. Markham 
(L), 7, Victoria-st., SW1, in association with 
Sydney Clough, Son & Ptnrs. (F), 39, Devon- 
shire-st., Wl: *G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., 231, 
Strand, WC2, £213,000 (approx.). 

{London (MoW).—Contracts placed in week 
ending May 5:— 

Cardiganshire: RAE, Aberporth, additional 
work in boost storage buildings and MT garage 
and workshop, *J. Morgan (Builders), Ltd., 
Northumberland Lodge, Cathedral-rd., Cardiff. 
Cornwall: St. Austell, erection of telephone ex- 


change, *Pearn Bros., Ltd., Radnor-st., Ply- 
mouth. Hampshire: RAE, Farnborough, 


erection of Pinehurst laboratories, *Lavender 
McMillan (Contrs.), Ltd., 54, Cheam Common- 
rd., Worcester Park, Surrey. Hertfordshire: 
HPO, Waltham Cross, adaptations to garage to 
form parcels sorting office, *T. & H. Collard, 
Ltd., 85, Warwick-rd., N11. Lanarkshire: 
MERL, East Kilbride, erection of, and extension 
to, workship, *R. Gilchrist & Sons, Ltd., 35/45, 
Barrland-st., Glasgow, S1. London: Admiralty 
(North Block), Whitehall, SW1, construction of 
new motor room and shaft, etc., in connection 
with renewal of passenger lift, *Clemens Bros., 
Ltd., 77, Derby-rd., E7; Minford Hse., Rockley- 
rd., W14, internal decorations, *J. W. Green 
(Painters), Ltd., 171, Graham-rd., SW19; 11/13, 
George-st., WI, alterations and decorations, 
*Sheppard & Short, Ltd., 784, Harrow-rd., 
Wembley; Northumberland Hse., WC2, altera- 
tions to form new lavatory accommodation, 
*Clemens_ Bros., Ltd., 77, Derby-rd., E7. 
Surrey: Old Brewery Premises, Charles-st., 
Croydon, alterations and additions, *Truett & 
Steel, Ltd., High-st.. Thornton Heath; 
FVRDE, Chobham-la., Chertsey, external 
decorations, *J. W. Green (Painters), Ltd., 171, 
Graham-rd., SW19. Worcestershire: Ministry 
of Labour, Employment Exchange, Parsons-st., 
Dudley, internal adaptations, *Jakeman & 
Round, 1, Hellier-st., Dudley. 

(London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed in week ended May 5:—Berkshire: 
Building work, *J. Burley & Sons, Ltd., Wey- 
bridge. Hertfordshire: Building work: *G. T. 
Crouch, Ltd., Leatherhead. Kent: Roofing 
work, *Roberts Adlard & Co., Ltd., Maidstone ; 
Miscellaneous, *J. J. Clayson & Son, Ltd., 
Folkestone. Londen: Painting and decorating, 
*T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., London. 
Merioneth: Roadwork, *Neuchatel Asphalte 
Co., Ltd., Manchester. Middlesex: Building 
work, *Poolman (Builders), Ltd., London. 
Norfolk: Roadwork, *Chittenden & Simmons, 
Ltd., London. Shropshire: Demolition, *W. 
Collingten & Son, Thurmaston. Wiltshire: 
Painting and decorating, *Decorative Painting 
Contractors, Ltd., Hounslow; Building work, 
*A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., 
Andover; Building work, *Thos. King & Sons 
(Builders), Ltd., Andover; Fencing, *Penfold 
Fencing and Engineering Ltd., Watford. 

London, WC.—Seven-storey office building 
with two basement floors at 262-267, High Hol- 
born, WC1, for Pearl Assurance Co., Ltd. A: 
T. P. Bennett & Son, 43, Bloomsbury-sq., WC1. 
QS: Gardiner & Theobald, 49, Bedford-sq., 
WCI: *Higgs & Hill, Ltd. 

Morecambe and Heysham.—31 housing units 
at Railway-ave. for BC. BE&S: W. Kilvington, 
AMICE, M.MunE, AMTPI, Town Hall: *Wm. 
Huddleston & Sons (M. & H.), Ltd., Back 
Sefton-rd., Morecambe and Heysham. 
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Newcastle upon Tyne.—Completion of 852 
flats at Longbenton, for City C. City A: 
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Membership Certificate 

We have examined the 
records of the FEDERATION OF 
MASTER BUILDERS, Ltd., and we 
hereby certify that the total 
membership of the Federation at 
31st December, 1955, including the 
approved applications but ex- 
cluding any members whose 





subscriptions are unpaid for 1955, 


10,017 


| BARSHAM, NIXON & HAMILTON, 


was 


Chartered Accountants. 
Auditors. 
1, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
London, W.C.2. 
25th April, 1956. 


l THE FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS l 


26, GT. ORMOND STREET, HOLBORN, W.C.1 
| Tel. : CHAncery 7583 | 


| Please send particulars of the advantages of | 
| membership to: 


THE BUILDER 


*William Leech, Ltd., St. James’s-st., Newcastle 
(contract transferred from J. M. Black (Jun.), 
Ltd., Hebburn). 

Paisley. —26 houses at Bridge-of-Weir Lin- 
white housing development site. Council A: 
Prin. Contr. * Blackburn (Dumbarton), Ltd., 
Levenbank Works, Jameston, Alexandria, 
Dumbartonshire. 

Rotherham.—F ollowing, for BC :—80 houses, 
29 garages and meeting hall at Kimberworth 
Park estate: *C. Earnshaw (Rotherham), Ltd.. 
35, Coke-la., Rotherham; 56 houses and 8 
garages at Kimberworth Park estate: *O. 
Weaver & Sons, Ltd., Hallington-rd., Mex- 
borough; 24 flats at Broom Valley estate: 
*Beeden, Ltd., Thrybergh, Rotherham. 

St. Helens.—Extensions to premises at Bald- 
win-st., for St. Helens Industrial Co-operative 
Society, Ltd.: *A. McColl & Son, Ltd., Cam- 
bridge-rd., St. Helens. 

Smethwick.—Completion of multi-storey 
block at Chance tech. college, for BC: *Wm. 
Jackson (Langley), Ltd., Langley, Birmingham. 

Southampton.—Erection of Redbridge sec. 
sch. (600) places for CBC. Boro’ A: L. Berger, 
DipArch (A). 

a Andrew & Co., Ltd., Worthing £229,998 

Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes 220,482 

W. - Nicholls (Southern), Ltd., 


Southampton 214,398 
*A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., 
Weyhill ‘ 213,194 


Stockport.— uvins ‘ot new red ny mixed 
concrete plant at Broadstone Hall-rd. South, 
for Lime Sand Mortar, Ltd.: *Russell Build- 
ing & Contracting Co., Ltd., Manchester. 
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Tamworth.—11 dwellings at Gillway estate, 
for FC: *Drury & Co., Ltd., Ya Grange, 
Wigstone Fields, Leicester, £15,834 

Wallsend.—New East ' End social club: 
*CWS Building Dept., West Blandford-st, 
Newcastle, £20,000.—New St. Columba RC 
church, Carville-rd.: *Stanley Miller, Ltd, 
North-st., Newcastle upon Tyne. 

Warminster, Wilts.—76 traditional type 
houses at The Dene, for UDC: *T. Holdoway 
& Sons, Ltd., Westbury, £95,386. 

West Hartlepool -—New Owton Manor county 
prim. sch. (infants’ dept.), for EC. Boro’ 4. 
QS: R. H. Duns, Lambton-hse., Newcastle 
upon Tyne: *T. M. Stonehouse, Lid., Osborne. 
rd., West Hartlepool. 

West Hartlepool.—24 flats at Owton Manor 
estate, for TC. Boro’ A: *W. W. Brazel, Lid, 
Raeburn-st., West Hartlepool. 

Whitley Bay .—200 houses and bungalows at 
private building estate at Seaton Sluice: *R A, 
Gofton (Monkseaton), Ltd., 90, Front-st, 
Whitley Bay. 

Winchester.—Barclay’s Bank, Ltd., propos 
new three-storey branch office at site of George 
Inn and adjoining buildings at High-st, /Jury- 
st. A: W. Anthony S. are (F), of Curtis 
Green, RA, Son & Lloyd, 5, Pickering-pl., §¢. 
James’s-st., SW1. (Owing M an error, this item 
was noted in our issue of May 4 under “ Man. 
chester.’’) 

Worcester.—120 three-bedroomed traditional 
houses at Warndon estate, for City C: tMackee 
& Rodway (Suburbia), Ltd., £171,569. 

Worsley.—Extensions at College of Further 
Education, for Lancs CC: *E. E. Coleman, 
Ltd., Waverley-rd., Sale. 
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FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 40 YEARS 
STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy Mouse, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5621 
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FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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BLOCKS 


Factory Walls, 
School Partitions, 





etc., etc. 
BROAD & CO. LTD., 4 SOUTH WHARF, 
LONDON, W.2. PADDINGTON 7061 
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W.& M.NEGUS Lt 
Station Works, 
KING JAMES STREET, SEz 
and Dove Roan, 
SoutH Norwoopn, s.£.25, 
(Addiscombe 3427) 
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BROTHERS LIMITED 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 





Registered Office: Works : 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYPORD BRIDGE 
E.C.1. KENT 
MONarch 7597 - 8 Bexleyheath 5651 - 4 

















